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and ranks with the other historic homes of the Upper Hunter. i &ngle story construction with

shuttered French doors opening onto the front veranda. In the somé $8@rs since it was built

various additions have been made to the house, but the lines of the original are still clearly evident

and are complementedyithe welldesigned addition® ¢

Approaching from the gardemeé front veranda hapaintedconcrete support columnsatchingthe

original wooden onesvhich they replacedThefront door issolidred cedar¢ KS WDSNJI f RiG2y Q
was carved for father Dr @aA R W ¢ 2 dp on David\di Bogfding schodhe hallway at the

front entrance is tiled with red quarry tiles. B from the front hall open into two of the original

front rooms of the house; the main bedroomto 4t KS f ST |y R 3dz8ighti @a o6
doorway through the wall of buiiin wardrobesin the main bedroomeads to aren suitebathroom

which has a connecting door into the dressing room. This is one of the ante rooms which have been
added to either end of the front veranda. A panelRd®2 2 NJ f S Ra Fhdd@osmoin & I dzS A i
right to the adjoining dressing room and bathroo#t one time this was aonsulting room for Dr

Oswald Barton.
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The main hall of the house is intersected by another at right angles, and this second halldinks th
FNRYy(d (62 NR2Ya 6A0GK GKS RAYAY3I NRB2Y FYyR W]l AlOK
large sitting room on the right. The sitting room has French doors which lead to the enclosed back
courtyard. It is contained by thedhape formed by the maipart of the house and the kitchen. The

other two walls are of brick red; one is the last remaining wall of the billiard room built by the Shaws

and the other was built to match by the Bartons. The courtyard gives an outdoor atmosphere to
much of the hous¢l & aNBR WFySi . I NIi2y alARY a¢KS yAaoSad
GKAOK NR2Y @2dz NB Ay>X @2dz ¥SSt ividch is rathe darkl NB Ay
contains some marquee furniturdhe kitchen and main utility room off thdining room has a bay
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Courtyard 2010

Beautiful Gardens

There areoneand ahalf ONB & 2 F 3 NR S yg welikdpidayiis ard B ety bfRriggy” Q
flowers, azaleas and camellias. The trees included a huge London Plane (planted 1957), Claret Ashes,
Hawthorns, Jacarandas, Flowering Almond, Citrus and Gums. An ornamentatgvape the back
veranda and a thick trunked wisteria adds beauty and age to one side of the house.

Miller-Pinkerton Gathering  Sunday 27 October 2002

In 2002 the Howey family hosted thdiller- Pinkertonreunion gathering on Sunday 27 October
2002 to markthe centenary of the passing of original patriarch Mathew Miller. The following
descriptor was provided by Sarah Howey for the many descenddmsttended.
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Bill and Sarah Howey
Owners from 1993 pictureih 2007

The original construction was a fetoom cottage calledBelmore Houséuilt by its owner Mathew

Miller. Mr J A. K Shawpurchasedt Ay M dn ¢ | Yy BS NF {/aRar BsividerGeraldihelhe

Shaws built the billiard room and part of the wall remais the eastern wall of the courtyard. The
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Susan Street (now the Murrayald Ovad and formerly the stock sale yards). Each room was a
separate fouwalled construction seated on regum floorsg resulting in major problems with rising

damp.



Shuttered Window
There are 10 such windows aelRch Doors with shutters



In 1923Dr OswaldBarton a2y 2 F ! dzZa 0 NI £ Al Qa FANEGQG, pardidsedS a Ay A
Geraldton. His son Toby and wife Janet returned to live at Geraldton in 18&¢e 1957 Toby and

Janet Barton set about overcominging damp, repairing and restoring the house to its original
configuration, removing the billiard roormd adding the kitchen wing. The garden was a great love

of the Bartons. They createthe courtyardas it is today and constructethe sandstone walls.

Rumour has it Toby acquired the large sandstones from the old kerb and guttering of the revamped

Kelly Street and used them as a test of his potentiakisenl ¢ Q& Y SOl f Ay KSf LAyYy3
Toby and Janeplanted many of the deciduous trees incing LondonPlane (1957), English Elm,

Chestnut, Box Elder in the courtyard, Celtis and Hibiscus hedge.

Bill and | have simplified the garden by removing some garden beds. We feel the house is pretty
enough to stand on its own without the clutter of unremsary plantingsWe have tried to keep the
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bucket from the old hand pump to the left of the front of the house. Geraldton has three

WNB Rdzy Ry (i Q rdgl R SheHrohR gagdéh asi you enter the gatee removed the
Yonbark€and planted roseg Hybrid Musksg Felicia, Cornelia, Buff Beauty, Penelope, as well as
Charles Astin, Heritage and Clair Matin.

We have tried to keep a simple easy care gardeaxiefj and cool with an emphasis on perfumed
plants. Bill wanted to encourage birds by placing water around the garden and plantirey. de

have had some success attracting parrots especially a family of King Parrots who often shelter under
the plane treeduring our hot summer days. Lastay during the drought a Satirofer Bird and his
entourage visited for some timeThe fairy wrens have returned at last. English Blackbirds have
established a perennial breeding color®ne mature adulhas a distinctive white rump. We have
compiled a list of at least 80 species of birds, either indigenous or migratory, which regularly
frequent or live in the garden.

¢ KS wmy cn Quasatdoheltie akcdwiibailcarriage horse stables and dog kenaetl is now
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pool area are simplrepeats of the front garden, Seaside Daisy, Catmint, Euphorbia, Scabiosa, Salvia,

Iris and Valerian of all colours, anaMenders. These plants seem to do well here so | dare not argue

with them! Bill is very proud of the postnd-rail fences surrounding much of the garden which are
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of the rails still bear the original stencilled yard numbers. Th®$of t SR Wal yaQ w22YQ
gardeners has been extensively enlarggdibd is used as an extra bedroom and guests quarters.

Roses in this area include Dapple Dawn, Duet, IcebedgPaare de Ronsard. The side fence shared

gAGK Wl Aff JA Boartientey &e plarted with Styghiing and Banksiase and in late

September the Wséteria is stunning draped over the courtyard wale limit our watering were

possible excepto look after the deciduous trees and we seem to be wagingsiom war with the

L2 dadzya | YR ¢ ¢S Sreepdr)y It must/have k@én a Mefrylpdpuldr climber early last

century! Bill claims success is directly proportional to the vast amountraivsand Lucerne mulch

he/we havelavished on the gardeWater helps!in recent times the very large old Sugar Gum at the

very front near Shaw Street has been removed to make way for many new plantalibes.

surrounds of the tennis court are a moving $eand the entrance drive way has seen considerable

changes in removing and replanting,



Being novice gardems when we purchased Geraldton almost yeard ago we sought advice and
help from many family and friends includif®Rpss Watsor{lawn), Prue Robedon and Jose the
Spanish BaeRackerwho spent a week with us in the autunoi 2002and successfully tamed the
Plumbago hedge amongst other things! Thank you alsérioa Gippsvho looked after the garden
while Bill and | were in Sydney for three years.

On frequent occasions othegroupshave visited GeraldtoA y Of dzZRA y 3 4h LIS\ SD R RRSWN
Committee of the National Trust inspected the house and gardens on Sunday 29 April 2001 between

9:30am and 12:30pm. There were over 800 visitors on the day.

Sarah Howey October 2002
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