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The Howey Family of Hepple 

ά²Ƙƻ 5ƻ ¸ƻǳ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ¸ƻǳ !ǊŜέ 

Complement 

Foreword 

I thought LΩŘ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜΩ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 5ƛŀƴŀ ǎƘŜ 

produced an extra collage of seminal documents and pivotal photographs which I felt compelled to 

include. The only solution was to do it all again in a separate tome. This is it. I thought of writing this 

as an epilogue but that might have seemed too much of a reversal of form? LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ L 

well might do however. Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƛǎ ŀƭready told. These are the extra little 

bits. 

Table of Contents 

Subject or Title Page Number 

Foreword 1 

Junior Home Guard 2 

Memories of Muggers 3 - 15 

Life on the Farm 16 

Life in the Village: Riddell Wedding 17 

Family Comes Along 18 

Family Expansion 19 

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 20 - 21 

Work Goes On 22 

Hopes & Dreams 23 

Dealing With Quads 24 - 26 

Growing Up 27 - 29 

Bathing & Other Recreation Pursuits 30 - 33 

Whitefield & Whitfield 34 - 35 

Hollywood Connection 36 

Ballybay Connect 37 - 42 

More Irish 43 - 46 

Finale Trivia 47 - 50 

Dedication 50 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



2 
 

Junior Home Guard 

 

John Robinson Howey is in the middle front row 

Kaiser Bill Beware: the Junior Home Guard is well prepared. 

²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ 

very early junior training group leading up to the major conflict of WWI in 1914. Dad would have 

been just 10 years old at the outbreak of hostilities but the approach to the contretemps in Europe 

had been fomenting for a longer period. We do not know the identity of any others in the 

photograph. They appear to range in ages from 7 or 8 to early teenager. !Ǝŀƛƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

all from the Hepple area because of transport limitations of that era. It could be the photograph is 

taken in the school yard of Hepple Church of England School. It looks like it to me. The Boy Scouts 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ мфмл ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ {cout Group. I think I 

remember Dad telling me he had been in the Scouts? Although the guns look impressive and 

authentic they Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ΨǳƴǊŜŀƭΩ ǘƻ their handlers. They are almost certainly impotent 

remnants possibly even from the Boer War in Southern Africa. The National Mood in the very early 

20th Century would have been focused on preparedness for armed infantry combat. The rest is all 

speculation. 
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Memoires of Muggers 

Aunty Eleanor wrote a beautiful vignette of her very early memories at East Hepple Farm in Hepple 

Hamlet. She composed ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎŀǊΩs wife based at Otterburn Manse in the 1950s 

after moving from Alwinton. Aunty Eleanor was a very keen member and strong supporter of the 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ό²Lύ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ {ƘŜ ŘƛŘ not produce the document until moving to Matfen with 

Uncle Wilkinson Renwick in the 1960s. 

Aunty Eleanor would have had a basic education at best; first at Hepple then possibly for a short 

ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ {ƘŀǊǇΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όtǊƛǾŀǘŜύ ƛƴ wƻǘƘōǳǊȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ŦǊom the prose however that she had 

educated herself very well by reading a lot which I believe she did. I have reproduced the story here 

in her original long hand and also a typed version by someone at the Matfen WI or at Johnstone 

House, Longhoughton. The prose says a lot about Aunty Eleanor and her perception but also the 

generosity and accommodating kindness of Grandfather William HoweyΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊΚ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƛǘƛƴŜǊŀƴǘ ΨǊƻǾŜǊǎΩΦ 

 

 

Aunty Eleanor & Hound   Uncle Wilkinson & Aunty Freda 
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