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JuniorHome Guard
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John Robinson Howey is in the middle front row
Kaiser Bill Beware: the Junior Home Guard is well prepared.
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very early junior training group leading up to the magonflict of WWI in 1914. Dad would have

been just 10 years old at thmutbreak of hostilitiesut the approach to the contretempis Europe

had been fomenting for a lomg period. We do not know the identity of any others in the

photograph.They appear to range in ages from 7 or &éolyteenager! 3 Ay A G Q& LINRPOI o f
all from the Hepple ara because dfansport limitations of that era. It could be the photograph is

taken in the school yard of Hepple Church of England School. It looks like it to me. The Boy Scouts

' 33420A1FGA2Y 61 & F2N¥YSR Ay mMdmn couyGoupl thikdl 2dza i LJ2 3
remember Dad tellingne hehad been in the Scouts&lthough the guns look impressiaad

authentictheyY dza i K @S & S $heidhendidsdTeNBd almast derdainly ipotent

remnants possibly evemdm the Boer Wain Southen Africa The National Mood in the very early

20" Century would have been focused on preparedness for armed infantry combat. The rest is all
speculation.



Memoiresof Muggers

Aunty Eleanor wrote a beautiful vignette of her very early memories at Eggil&l€armn Hepple
Hamlet Shecomposedi KA & A Y A A | fs iviltbaged & @tierbuiBanse in e 1T

after moving from AlwintonAunty Eleanor was a very keen member and strong supporter of the
22YSyQa LyaaAddziS notpradice thé doumiérs inlil indviliglaiMatfe 8ith R A R
Uncle Wilkinson Renwichk the 1960s.

Aunty Eleanor would have had a basic education at;lfiest at Hepple then possibly for a short

GAYS G {KFENLIQa {OKz22f oamNie grosé wevek tffat shehhd 6 dzZNB & L
educated herself very well by reading a lot which | believe she did. | have reproduced the story here

in her original long hand and also a typed version by someone at the Matfen &/0ohnstone

House, Longhoughtohe prosesays a lot about Aunty Eleanor and her perception but also the

generosity andiccommodatingindness of @ndfather Wiliam Howe® L R2y Q4 G KAy 1 G K/
OKNRBdAK fFGSNK 2SS gSNB (FdAKG G2 0S OSNE adzLA OA

Aunty Eleano& Hound Uncle Wilkinson & Aunty Freda
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The crossing out is most likely perpetrated by the Johnson House person who typed the manuscript
when Aunty Eleanor was in care. (See below)
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Northunbrizn memories of a country lady.

I am writing this toward the end of a very cold hard February
when wishful thinking,for a long warm summer,seems to bring
Spring a little closer. The birds are also thinking of spring
and the whirling,sqabbling raucous rooks are seeking nesting
sites in the o0ld chestnut trees beside the church. The ring
diéves and the blackbirds,oblivius to the noise above them go
quietly about seeking a mate and a2 thick hedge or less obvious
place for their nest. However I dont have to seek a new nest
and I can sit quietly mnd recall the days of m$ youth and the
highlights cf those days.

Cne of the annual events in the small village where I lived
was the arrival of the *hawkers® or as they were known then,
the *muggers! Not I hasten to add anything like the modern
'mugzing® fraternity, but a hard working type of people who
all winter lived in their 1ittle old stone-built cottages.
lany of these were in the old Ducal town cf Alnwick,others
lived just over the Scottish border.

These °‘muggers® would spend all winter drying and cleaning the
rabbit skins which they had bought in the summer from the
country pecple they met on their annual *treks®. The price
they give for a skin was rarely more than an cld *penny® but
nore ofter a *hapemny® for a canny yin. Winter was also the time
to sort through the sheeps wool which they had gathered from
the fields during their journeying in the summer. They also
bought the bits and pieces of wool left over from the sheep

clippings at the numerous farms they visited.

10



Pgze 2. (memories)

One of their first jobs when they *came out® in the late sprin g
or early éummer would be to journmey up to the little o0ld woolen
mill at the beautifkl historiec village of Otterburn and there
find a ready market for this soft pure wool, so carefully combed
and cleaned.

There were also tin-smiths,and basket weavers among these peopdee
having learned their skills from their parents and relatives,

no ‘*evening classes® then, life was one long class. The baskets

I remember were made from a special kind of rush which grew in
the Wooler, Amman and Solway districts and which could be had

for the cutting. These articles found a quick sale at the isolated
farms and hamlets among the Cheviot hills. We seemed to leave
home so seldom in those daysand most of our shopping was done

at the cottage door.

I must explain why my dar old friends were called 'muggers®,they
were so called because of the crocks and pots which they carried
round with them,always the sort of thing that the housewife
looked at and said ®just what I'm needing® having probably
dropped the previous one onto the hard flagged floor with dire

results. One of their ‘*specialities® was a huge brown glazed

Jm-éarthenware jar,often with a 1id. This was called a 'mug® and

would be large enough to hold a dozen or so loaves of bread and
Oh? how beautifully fresh and crisp the bread kept in one of
these.

As a young girl their crockery to me seemed marvellous,there were
china dogs,looking strangely friendly; china cows with a hole in
their back to pour the milk into and then it was poured into

the teacups from the mouth of the cow. They/

11



Page 3. (memories)

They also had what to me were wonderful ornate vases,gaily
coloured cups, saucers and plates and an enormous selection

of combs,pins,elastic,hair-slides,cheap jewelry and what
always intrisued me, a vast quantity of leather boot laces.
These laces were long lengths of broad leather cut into fine
strips to within an inch of one end and the ‘nugger® nerely
cut off as many strips or laces as you required.

The *muggers® travelled with a small flat cart.pulled bya pony
always known as a 'Galloway' no matter what its pedigree was.
The nane Calloway came from the original breed of ponies but
though their pedigree may have been lost, their treatment was
never anything but the best,for the true ‘mugger® was
dependent upon his pony to pull the laden cart all summer over
many miles of country roads, most of them muddy and stony,
long before the days of tarmacadan..

My family lived on a farm and my father always allowed thes
vtravellers® to stay as long as they chose, generally this

was for two weeks or therezbouts and we as children got quite
used to them setting off on their journies Eamivatayx round

the countryside early in the morning and returning in the
evening after a long days bargaining with the setiing sun
ziving just enough light to see their way over the ferm track.
They would sleep in one of the barns or a loose boxx(enpty

of horses at that time) amongst the hay and straw and

probably covered by an old horse sheet.

The kettle was always boiled for them in the farmhouse kitchen,
morning and evening,often accompanied by a slice of ham,mother
having taken the harr from its hook in the kitchen and cut a
few generous slices, eggs too if the hens were laying at home.

oD

whilst/
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Page 4. (memories)

#hilst the evening meal was cooking and they supped their tea,
we would get their news of the day for they were what was called
' a wonderful crack® (more politely, good conversatonilist-s)
What interesting tales they could tell to us children,they being
such travellers and we had hardly ever left the village we were
born in.

Among our regular visitors was a lovely old couple who cane

from Yetholm,they miich to our delight always had a small donkey
behind their cart which was drawn by a huge old cart horse, the
donkey we were told was company for the horse and this was very
obvious when they were turned out to graze. The old lady used to
come round to the door with an enormous basket ( very much like
a modern laundry basket) and this was packed to the 1id with
what she called draperies. These were pillow cases,towels,table
cloths mnd much embroidered ladies underwear,often slotted with
pale blue ribbon,my sister and I thought these the nost wonderful
creations and could never understand why mother did not buy the
lo%.

I always loved when an o0ld ‘roadster® we called the 'Song-~llan®
came.He was a native of Ireland and travelled on foot and always
seemed to arrive when we were busy with our midday meal,out we
wpuld rush and the greetings over we would stand grouped round
the door listening to this wonderful Irish voice singing such
songs as the ‘llountains of Mourne and Take me home again Kathleen.
He was always given a huge plate of meat,potatoes and gravy and
using the lid of the rain barrel as an impromptu table he would
clean the plate. He left_after being given a sixpence and would
shower us with blessings and thank yous until he was out of
earshot

Looking/
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Page 5. (memories)

Looking back like this I seen %o think that the sun was ever
shining,that there were no wet days and the ‘muggers® never
seemed to arrive cold wet and hungry. They seemed for ever hapny
and the whole of their lives nnd ours were set to the pace of
the *Galloway*® and cart. Our delight in handling their crocks
baskets and assoritment of goods seemed far deeper than the
shallow entertainment of the television sereen. The muggers
were sone of the salt of the earth and I am sure I am the better
for having lmowvn them. However thgyhave gone, as winter has
nearly gone and looking forward to spring and summer must also
mean looking forward im time,hoping-that like the busy nest
gy o ) .
bullderidaomc of the things I have said and done will have brought

some benefit to someone.

Eleanor Renwick.
Johnson House.

Longhoughton.
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Season’s Greetings.

This is a Christmas Greeting Cdegicting Uncle Wilkinson and his Fell Ponies. He used to ride these
when visiting outlying farms and villages during his ministrations while at Alwinton. He also used to
ride them in local shows with some success although competing against many profébsesders.

Fell Ponies were notkfor their durability and surefootedness especially in the winter months. They
were also extremely adet handling wet and freezing conditis with very large hooves arots of
FSOGf 201 WT S| (d«&INtampdrdnsris wellfsditéd torcarrigrigtrepid

peregrinating parsons!
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Life on the Farm

East Hepple Farm c. 199@. 1960

| think nothing changed very much for most of the early part of tHe @htury.This is the farm

house with its dirt roagpproach that Grandparents William & Hannah (nee Robinson) Howey

Y2@SR AyilG2 az22y | FGSNJ GKSe 46SNB YINNASR® L R2S3
the early 1960s.
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Riddell Wedding
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Sir Walter & Lady Riddell Wedding"@ctober 1916

My grandparents would have been thrilled to be invited to the wedding of the incumbent local

ENBY {ANJ 21 fGSN) . dzOKIF yIy wWARRSff® ¢KAA g2dAZ R 08
probable that the young Hannah Robinson from Bishop Auckta@iinty Durham had been an

employee at Hepple Whitefield. No matter it was very kind indeed of Sir Walter to send this post

card as a memento. Diana is quite certain that both my Grandparents attended the ceremony which

would have been the greatest excigs and adventure either had ever undertaken or ever did

again.

This magnanimity of thes A R Rv&$ tfpieal. They were very popular and highly respected in the
community almost to the point of fawning reverence. They did not abuse this exzhedcleof
regionalhegemony Sir Walter and later his son were munificent benefactors even when they
appeared to fall on hard times. Keeping up appearances was paramount despite any perceived lack
of fiscal resources.

17



Family Comes Along

Mum & GordonwWalker 1940 Baby Diana 1941

Joy Chestertorit¥ ¢ I yWIR®@ OMoira Walker with niece

These were arguably halcyon days for mother. It was tougher from here on as the family grew.

18



Family Expansion

This collage shows Grandfather Howey with bBigna and various snaps of Uncle Billy and Aunty
CNBRIQ& 6SRRAY3I YR WNBOSLIA2YyQ Fid 9F&ad | SLILX
KAfFNAR2dza 6AGK ! dzytGé CNBRF ¢gKSStAYy3 5ALYylF Ay
photographt terminology.
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4.

‘‘ Suffer little children to come unto Me and forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven."— 57 Matthete xin,

~ ~

“ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you.”—Sft Maithew vii, 7.

Prayer for tbe use of Parents.
FATHER and Creator of the world, Who dost send Thy Holy Spirit
from above to renew Thine image in our souls, inspire the heart of every
Parent in the land to love and follow Thee; and awakening our minds to a loyal
sense of our duty, take possession of our Hearts and Homes, for JEsus CHRIST’S
sake. Amen.
Prayer for my Children.
D EFEND, O Lorp, my Children with Thy Heavenly Grace, that they may
continue Thine for ever, and daily increase in Thy Holy Spirit more and
more until they come to Thine Everlasting ‘Kingdom, for Jesus CHRIST’s sake.
Amen.
Brayer before Bible Teaching.
LMIGHTY GOD, pour out Thy Holy Spirit upon me, that I may teach
o my children to know and love Thece. O Lorp, take my mind, and think
through it. Take my lips, and speak through them. Take my heart, and set
it on fire with love to Thee, for JEsus CHRIST’S sake. Amen.

'/

Member’s Signature

Name of Branch

Enrolling Member’s Signature ﬂ ........

Motto for Mothers.

“Be yourself what you wish your children to be.”

A

‘““Her children arise up and call her bl ; her husband also, and he
praiseth her.”— Proverds xxxi, 28.

€1 ‘AL 73— W yeueyiSusns yowm jsuy) ySnosyy sSuwgy [e op ued [,,
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He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much

for without Me ye can do nothing.”—S%« Jokn xv, 5.

““1 am the Vine, ye are the Branches:

fruit :

The anotbers’ Tinion.

“ What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”—S¢ Mark x, q.

R’S CARD.

(Revised 1912.)

Objects.
1.—To uphold the Sanctity of Marriage.

2.—To awaken in Mothers of all Classes a sense of their great responsibility in the train-
ing of their boys and girls (the future Fathers and Mothers of the Empire).

3.—To organise in every place a band of Mothers who will unite in prayer and seek
by their own example to lead their families in purity and holiness of life.

DESIRE to acknowledge that by my marriage vow I have pledged myself
to love, to help, and to be faithful to my Husband till death us do part.

DESIRE to remember that my Children have been made Members of our

Lord Jesus Christ in Holy Baptism, and dedicated body and soul to His

Service, and that it is my duty so to tram them that they may continue His faithful
Soldiers and Servants unto their lives’ end.

I DESIRE BY GOD’S HELP—

1. To guard my Home, to the utmost of my power, from the dangers of Infidelity, Impurity,
Intemperance, Betting, and Gambling.

. To teach my children to pray daily, to read the Bible with them, especially the four Gospels,
and to instruct them in our Holy Christian Faith.

. To lead them to hallow God's Day, and to worship Him regularly in His House of Prayer.

. To train my children to be obedient, truthful, pure, self-controlled and industrious, and to
set them a good example in word and deed.

. To gnard them from bad and doubtful companions, influences, and amusements, and to
discourage slander and gossip in my Home.

. To be very careful as to the books, periodicals, and papers which they read, and which
are seen in my Home.

. To encourage a spirit of reverence by precept and example.

OD grant that I may so use the means of Grace, that united to our Lord
Jesus Christ, and abiding in Him I may be enabled to fulfil my duty as a
faithful Wife and a wise and loving Mother.

Special Prayer for Communictht Members.
OD grant that I may so use the means of Grace, that 8wited to God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, and being continually strengthened and refreshed
with the spiritual Food of His most Blessed Body and Blood, I may fulfil my
duty as a faithful Wife and a wise and loving Mother in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

The (Motbers’ Wnion Prayer to be safd daily.

O LORD, fill us with Thy Holy Spirit, that we may firmly believe in JEsus

Carist, and love Him with all our hearts. Wash our souls in His Precious
BRlood. Make us to hate sin, and to be holy in thought, word and deed. Help
us to be faithful wives and loving mothers. Bless us and all who belong to
the Mothers” Union, unite us together in love and prayer, and teach us to train
our children for Heaven. Pour out Thy Holy Spirit on our husbands and children.
Make our Homes Homes of peace and love, and may we so live on earth, that we
may live with Thee for ever in Heaven; for JEsus CHRIsT’S sake. Amen.

‘“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”—/osiua xxiv, 15.

‘8 ‘A mayyvpy 76— ,pos 29s [jeys Layy 3oy “resy w aund ayj3 aie passId,,

Clearly Granny Howey decided it was time mother joined the Woif2&
brave to have resisted! It seemed like a good idea at the time.

l'yA2y® {KS
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Work Goes On

Grandfather and Father with helpers Johnny &Nana

They are generations apart but the show goes on. Johnny was not always overly willing but Nana

could coax the very best out of higveng KSy KS Wi KNS S ythiik Johnngwasi R2 gy
WLREAGAOLIEE& ol NBSQ | G oflwighdr@linglBbdur. TrisSvastay aRitudey S ¢ i K €
which did not sit well with Dad!

Nana had an affinity with and genuine love of animals as well as children. She never gave up on any
task. Here she is caring for poddy calves including twins. The scéreebackground is typical of

the solid steading surrounding the farm. These farm buildings incorporating housed dairy, granaries,
stables, hay barns and the like are now all converted tonapket residential accommodation for
commuters and holiday homes

22



Hopes and Dreams

A massive amount of emotional energyd capitawas invested in goung thoroughbred we named
WhAIBe@ba GKS LINRPRdIzOG 2F | 3INBE YINB OFfftSR WelI f
latter was owned by Earl Percy (DukeNorthumberland) and travelled the district in a horse float

to cover mares on behalf of the Hunter Light Horse Improvement Society or similar. Dad had won

the mare on the toss of a coin in a pub for nothing! She was old (26) and had been an irregular

breeder.The owner was disgruntled and had lostfathb A 338 Q ¢l & € F S a2t R (2
Wilson2 T W2 2 2fdrl8 NG 2 YIQY R NI OSRQ® &5 AL ¥ INRS SHcigg8dtndla f €A a L.
might have been due to the irregular practices of Glartiorse breaker Hedley Huntary” WLJdzf f A y 3
GKSY 2@SND | & LI Nisis debatablé hafsopos$SoRy tz@ BrattHer2)ghn is with

Dad in the third photoThis was an unusual combination.

¢KS O2ftfl3S aK2ga dhdhidaminite YoaRdmypEotodraoh. Heekraed B
A20NARjdzSG F2NJ KA& LINRLISyairide G2 wyAaA3a3atsSqQ d Fyeéfl
The South Country Cheviot Ewes are typical of the breed favoured by Dadildtvat be

unreasom 6 f S G2 OfFAY GKFG WgS OoNBR FlLad akKSSLI FyR a
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Dealing with Quads

Quadruplets were rare but not impossible in our sheep. This must have been a very fecund Blue

| SFRSR [ SAOSaiSNI ol SEKI Y fgvdikebadite by h&élean ¢ KSe 4 &
prescient because at the time of writing (30/09/15) | have just me¢d from a visit to Diana. We

attendedthe Kelso Tup (Ram) Sales. This breed is now VERY fashionable. Dad achieved a long

standing ambition to sell Bludeads at Kelso.

5 RQa ¢g2NJAy3I RNBE&A A& |jdzA G S edwik lealeftwing A G K | (@&
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