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The Howey Family of Hepple 

ά²Ƙƻ 5ƻ ¸ƻǳ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ¸ƻǳ !ǊŜέ 

Complement 

Foreword 

I thought LΩŘ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜΩ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 5ƛŀƴŀ ǎƘŜ 

produced an extra collage of seminal documents and pivotal photographs which I felt compelled to 

include. The only solution was to do it all again in a separate tome. This is it. I thought of writing this 

as an epilogue but that might have seemed too much of a reversal of form? LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ L 

well might do however. Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨǎǘƻǊȅΩ ƛǎ ŀƭready told. These are the extra little 

bits. 
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Junior Home Guard 

 

John Robinson Howey is in the middle front row 

Kaiser Bill Beware: the Junior Home Guard is well prepared. 

²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ 

very early junior training group leading up to the major conflict of WWI in 1914. Dad would have 

been just 10 years old at the outbreak of hostilities but the approach to the contretemps in Europe 

had been fomenting for a longer period. We do not know the identity of any others in the 

photograph. They appear to range in ages from 7 or 8 to early teenager. !Ǝŀƛƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

all from the Hepple area because of transport limitations of that era. It could be the photograph is 

taken in the school yard of Hepple Church of England School. It looks like it to me. The Boy Scouts 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ мфмл ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ {cout Group. I think I 

remember Dad telling me he had been in the Scouts? Although the guns look impressive and 

authentic they Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ΨǳƴǊŜŀƭΩ ǘƻ their handlers. They are almost certainly impotent 

remnants possibly even from the Boer War in Southern Africa. The National Mood in the very early 

20th Century would have been focused on preparedness for armed infantry combat. The rest is all 

speculation. 
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Memoires of Muggers 

Aunty Eleanor wrote a beautiful vignette of her very early memories at East Hepple Farm in Hepple 

Hamlet. She composed ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎŀǊΩs wife based at Otterburn Manse in the 1950s 

after moving from Alwinton. Aunty Eleanor was a very keen member and strong supporter of the 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ό²Lύ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ {ƘŜ ŘƛŘ not produce the document until moving to Matfen with 

Uncle Wilkinson Renwick in the 1960s. 

Aunty Eleanor would have had a basic education at best; first at Hepple then possibly for a short 

ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ {ƘŀǊǇΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όtǊƛǾŀǘŜύ ƛƴ wƻǘƘōǳǊȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ŦǊom the prose however that she had 

educated herself very well by reading a lot which I believe she did. I have reproduced the story here 

in her original long hand and also a typed version by someone at the Matfen WI or at Johnstone 

House, Longhoughton. The prose says a lot about Aunty Eleanor and her perception but also the 

generosity and accommodating kindness of Grandfather William HoweyΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊΚ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƛǘƛƴŜǊŀƴǘ ΨǊƻǾŜǊǎΩΦ 

 

 

Aunty Eleanor & Hound   Uncle Wilkinson & Aunty Freda 
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The crossing out is most likely perpetrated by the Johnson House person who typed the manuscript 

when Aunty Eleanor was in care. (See below) 
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This is a Christmas Greeting Card depicting Uncle Wilkinson and his Fell Ponies. He used to ride these 

when visiting outlying farms and villages during his ministrations while at Alwinton. He also used to 

ride them in local shows with some success although competing against many professional breeders. 

Fell Ponies were noted for their durability and surefootedness especially in the winter months. They 

were also extremely adept at handling wet and freezing conditions with very large hooves and lots of 

ŦŜǘƭƻŎƪ ΨŦŜŀǘƘŜǊΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ excellent temperaments well suited to carrying intrepid 

peregrinating parsons! 
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Life on the Farm 

 

 

East Hepple Farm c. 1900 ς c. 1960 

I think nothing changed very much for most of the early part of the 20th century. This is the farm 

house with its dirt road approach that Grandparents William & Hannah (nee Robinson) Howey 

ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǾŀǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦŀǊƳ ǿŜ ǾŀŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

the early 1960s. 
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Riddell Wedding 

 

 

Sir Walter & Lady Riddell Wedding 11th October 1916 

My grandparents would have been thrilled to be invited to the wedding of the incumbent local 

.ŀǊƻƴ {ƛǊ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ .ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴ wƛŘŘŜƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳǇΦ LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ 

probable that the young Hannah Robinson from Bishop Auckland in County Durham had been an 

employee at Hepple Whitefield. No matter it was very kind indeed of Sir Walter to send this post 

card as a memento. Diana is quite certain that both my Grandparents attended the ceremony which 

would have been the greatest excursion and adventure either had ever undertaken or ever did 

again. 

This magnanimity of the wƛŘŘŜƭƭΩǎ was typical. They were very popular and highly respected in the 

community almost to the point of fawning reverence. They did not abuse this exalted pinnacle of 

regional hegemony. Sir Walter and later his son were munificent benefactors even when they 

appeared to fall on hard times. Keeping up appearances was paramount despite any perceived lack 

of fiscal resources. 
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Family Comes Along 

   

 

 

Mum & Gordon Walker 1940   Baby Diana 1941 

 

Joy Chesterton Ψ¢ŀƴŘȅΩ Mum Moira Walker with niece 

These were arguably halcyon days for mother. It was tougher from here on as the family grew. 



19 
 

Family Expansion 

    

 

 

 

 

 

This collage shows Grandfather Howey with baby Diana and various snaps of Uncle Billy and Aunty 

CǊŜŘŀΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ΨǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩ ŀǘ 9ŀǎǘ IŜǇǇƭŜ CŀǊƳΦ ¦ƴŎƭŜ .ƛƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ 

ƘƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳƴǘȅ CǊŜŘŀ ǿƘŜŜƭƛƴƎ 5ƛŀƴŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŀƳōǳƭŀǘƻǊΦ Lǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ΨŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ 

photographic terminology. 
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aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 

 

 



21 
 

 

Clearly Granny Howey decided it was time mother joined the WomeƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴΦ {ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

brave to have resisted! It seemed like a good idea at the time. 
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Work Goes On 

 

Grandfather and Father with helpers   Johnny & Nana 

They are generations apart but the show goes on. Johnny was not always overly willing but Nana 

could coax the very best out of him even ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ΨǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ŀ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǎǘǊƛƪŜΩΦ I think Johnny was 

ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǿŀǊŜΩ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ of withdrawing labour. This was an attitude 

which did not sit well with Dad! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Nana had an affinity with and genuine love of animals as well as children. She never gave up on any 

task. Here she is caring for poddy calves including twins. The scene in the background is typical of 

the solid steading surrounding the farm. These farm buildings incorporating housed dairy, granaries, 

stables, hay barns and the like are now all converted to up-market residential accommodation for 

commuters and holiday homes. 
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Hopes and Dreams 

A massive amount of emotional energy and capital was invested in a young thoroughbred we named 

ΨbƛƎƎȅΩΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŜȅ ƳŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ŀƭƭ {ǘƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ƻǊŘŜǊ [ŜƎŜƴŘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 

latter was owned by Earl Percy (Duke of Northumberland) and travelled the district in a horse float 

to cover mares on behalf of the Hunter Light Horse Improvement Society or similar. Dad had won 

the mare on the toss of a coin in a pub for nothing! She was old (26) and had been an irregular 

breeder. The owner was disgruntled and had lost faith. ΨbƛƎƎȅΩ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊ Jim 

Wilson ƻŦ Ψ²ƻƻǇŜǊǘƻƴΩ for ϻнлл ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ.ƻǊŘŜǊ {ǇŀǊƪƭŜΩΦ 5ƛŀƴŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻƻǊ racing form 

might have been due to the irregular practices of Glanton horse breaker Hedley Hunter ƛƴ ΨǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƳ ƻǾŜǊΩ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ? This is debatable but also possibly true. Brother John is with 

Dad in the third photo. This was an unusual combination. 

    

 

  

 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ 5ŀŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨbƛƎƎȅΩ and his dam in the bottom photograph. He earned his 

ǎƻōǊƛǉǳŜǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜƴǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ΨƴƛƎƎƭŜΩ ŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ŜƭǎŜ ŀ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǎƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǊ ǎƘƛǊǘ ŎǳŦŦΦ 

The South Country Cheviot Ewes are typical of the breed favoured by Dad. It would not be 

unreasonŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǿŜ ōǊŜŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƻǿ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǿŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǊǳƴΗ 
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Dealing with Quads 

Quadruplets were rare but not impossible in our sheep. This must have been a very fecund Blue 

IŜŀŘŜŘ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ όIŜȄƘŀƳ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊύ ŜǿŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 5ŀŘΩǎ favourite breed. He may have been 

prescient because at the time of writing (30/09/15) I have just returned from a visit to Diana. We 

attended the Kelso Tup (Ram) Sales. This breed is now VERY fashionable. Dad achieved a long 

standing ambition to sell Blue Heads at Kelso. 

 

5ŀŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōǊƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊŎƻŀǘ tied with baler twine 

 

 


