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Foreword 

I had delusions of grandeur. I thought I could write a seminal tome about the evolution of the 

Thoroughbred Breeding Industry in the Upper Hunter Valley. Earlier I managed a very modest digest 

ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ .ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ IǳƴǘŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ΨŜȄǇŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜΩ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ŘŜƭǾŜŘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴΩ 

information was available only on thŜ ǿŜōΚ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ 

I had the good fortune to meet the late Keith Binney at his pristine home in Cremorne. He helped me 

ƛƳƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ нл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ΨIƻǊǎŜƳŜƴ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ CǊƻƴǘƛŜǊΩ to give to others. He said; άLŦ ¢wh±9 ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜέΦ 

¢ƻŘŀȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ΨǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Lŀƴ LōōŜǘǘΩǎ 

ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ΨYƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊŦΩ (https://kingsoftheturf.com/) and the Thoroughbred Heritage Website 

(http://www.tbheritage.com/) . The latter includes excellent contributions from Keith Binney and 

Michael Ford (Australian Stud Book) although American home-based. It means that pivotal 

information can be accessed by a simple click of the mouse when available online. The same applies 

ǘƻ Lŀƴ LōōŜǘǘΩǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŜƴŎƻƳƛǳƳǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !W/ 5ŜǊōƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ мусм όΨ/ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀΩύ ǘƻ 

1976 όΨDǊŜŀǘ [ƻǾŜǊΩύΦ  

I quickly arrived at the decision that all I would be doing if I persisted on my own would be simply to 

regurgitate information already supplied by far more worthy proponents. Did I mention before 

ΨǇƭǳƴŘŜǊΣ ǇƭŀƎƛŀǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊƭƻƛƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩΚ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ōȅ ƴƻǿ ōǳǘ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ 

credit. I always cite the original text and duly acknowledge the source(s). There is a long list at the 

ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ This is a compilation; not a composition.  In a perfect world Douglas M 

.ŀǊǊƛŜΩǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ .ƭƻƻŘƘƻǊǎŜΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ƴƻǿΚ I wish I had the time and 

ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ L Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ΨǇǊƛƴǘΩ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘŀǊŘ ŎƻǇȅΦ 9ǾŜn Keith Binney was left with pallet-

loads ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭΚ 

WPH 07/0619 

 

https://kingsoftheturf.com/
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CǊƻƴǘ /ƻǾŜǊΥ ΨHectorΩ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΩ όŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴύ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜŘ 

ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǎǉǳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ 

about personal gratification or self-aggrandisement. It was hard-nosed perspicacious business 

ŀŎǳƳŜƴΦ Lƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎΥ Ψ.Ŝ ōŜǎǘΤ ōŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘΤ ōŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΩΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ мулл ƛǘ ōƻƛƭŜŘ 

Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǿƘƻ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜΦ 

Not much ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ муллΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǎŜǾŜƴ Ψ/ŀǇŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мтуу ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

first fleet were found to be slow and cumbersome. It was not until the smart entrepreneurs began to 

move fast twenty years later that things started to improve rapidlȅΦ ΨbƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΩ ό¦Yύ ŀƴŘ 

Ψ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩ ό¦{!ύ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ мулл ŀƴŘ мулнΦ !ōƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ōŀȅ !Ǌŀō ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ b{² ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭŎǳǘǘŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ΨIŜŎǘƻǊΩ 

ƻǊ ΨhƭŘ IŜŎǘƻǊΩΤ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ property of Arthur Wellesley later Duke of Wellington. He was the 

most outstanding sire during the first decade of Australian racing. The inaugural meeting was held in 

Hyde Park in 1810. Governor Macquarie was obliged to attend although opposed to the concept on 

religious grounds. The Governor was a Free Presbyterian from the Isle of Skye. 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΣ .ƭŀȄƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ [ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŦƻǊŀȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 

opened up. It is possible even highly probable that Cox and Howe rode the progeny of Hector in 

ŦƻǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ IǳƴǘŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŀǘ bƻǊǘƘ wƻŀŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ мумо 

onwards. His colour might be a clue. Many very successful lines of early Walers were solid or light 

bay in colour. The Scrumlo Saladin stock horses were a good example. With access to the best 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ŜȄǇŀƴǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǉǳŀǘǘŜǊǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ 

ΨIŜŎǘƻǊΩ ŜǇƛǘƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ΨōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǳǇΩΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀō 

horse was highly priȊŜŘΦ 9ŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǇǳǊŜ ōǊŜŘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴǎ ΨbƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΩ όмуллύ ŀƴŘ 

Ψ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩ ό¦{! мулнύ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǊŜŜŘΦ Lƴ мулс 

ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ wƻōŜǊǘ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ΨhƭŘ IŜŎǘƻǊΩ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ (500 

rupees) to Sydney from Calcutta on the Castle of Good Hope ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ άолт .ŜƴƎŀƭ ŎƻǿǎΣ п 

Indian mares and two horses (one of which is a stallion), four asses, sugars, pieces goods and about 

мпΣллл Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎέΦ hƭŘ IŜŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άa bay horse standing nearly 16 hands, an 

Indian bred Stud horse, his stock distinguished themselves greatly on the Colonial Turf of his day; 

and were so remarkable for bottom and hardihood that a real Old Hector strain is highly appreciated 

ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜέΦ 

IŜŎǘƻǊ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭǎΩ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ .ȅ мумл ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǎƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ǊŀŎŜ 

meeting at Hyde Park the same year. In 1812 he was sƻƭŘ ǘƻ aǊ 5Ω!ǊŎȅ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘ όŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ² / 

Wentworth who rode the first winner at Hyde Park) and continued the stables of Mr Robert 

/ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ŀǘ bƻ у .ƭƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΤ ǘŜǊƳǎ Ψр ƎǳƛƴŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ƎǳƛƴŜŀ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻƻƳΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

became part of the Union ClǳōΦ Lƴ мумо aǊ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ά.ŀȅ !Ǌŀōƛŀƴ IƻǊǎŜ IŜŎǘƻǊέ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǘ 

{ȅŘƴŜȅ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ IƻƳŜōǳǎƘ 

CŀǊƳΦ ²ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ΨǎƘǳǘǘƭŜΩ ǎƻ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ Iƛǎ ŦŜŜ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ р ŀƴŘ с ƎǳƛƴŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ΨhƭŘ IŜŎǘƻǊΩ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нтth December 1823 at Mr D 

²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ IƻƳŜōǳǎƘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ом ƻǊ он ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ 
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Thoroughbred Breeding History in the Upper Hunter Valley II 

Executive Summary 

The history of thoroughbred breeding in the Upper Hunter Valley dates back to the very early days 

of settlement with the importation of the ¢. {ǘŀƭƭƛƻƴ Ψ/ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΩ to Potter MacqǳŜŜƴΩǎ {ŜƎŜƴƘƻŜ 

Stud in 1826. Since then there has been an expanding continuum. In the early 21st century the valley 

is acknowledged as one of the premier TB breeding areas of the world comparing favourably with 

both Newmarket UK and Kentucky USA. There have been a number of iterations when one area of 

the valley or another has reigned supreme. Broadly speaking the region has been divided into at 

least three geographical clusters: Denman and environs including Widden, Bylong and Baerami 

Valleys plus Jerrys Plains, Muswellbrook and district, Scone and region with Merriwa and also latterly 

the Murrurundi/Timor precinct. It might be reasonable to argue that the TB enterprises were 

gradually squeezed northwards by the encroaching coal mining industry from earlier establishments 

in the lower Hunter Valley; especially around Maitland. Remarkŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ΨƳǳŘ ƳŀǇΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ 

studs in 1900 very closely resembles that for 2016 with ownership the only issue. There is one 

notable exception: Widden Stud. 

The Hon James White was the pioneer leviathan owner-breeder in the early days of metropolitan 

racing in both Sydney and Melbourne. His trail blazing forays included Epsom Derby assault on the 

august Jockey Club establishment in England. During the latter part of the 19th century the 

Thompson family of the Widden & Bylong Valleys were preeminent. Brothers W & F. A. Moses 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ōǳǘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀǘ Ψ!ǊǊƻǿŦƛŜƭŘΩ όƴƻǿ Ψ/ƻƻƭƳƻǊŜΩύ ƴŜŀǊ WŜǊǊȅǎ 

Plains early in the 20th century. Many of their champion racehorse and later stallions stood at 

Widden. Percy Miller at Kia Ora Stud, Scone superintended a long string of champion stallions which 

produced several Melbourne Cup winners. The importation of Star Kingdom by Stanley Wootton in 

1950 heralded a golden period in Australian TB breeding. Star Kingdom stood at Baramul Stud in the 

WƛŘŘŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ Ψ.ŀǊŀƳǳƭΩ ǿŀǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊ !Φ hΦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΦ wΦ CΦ aƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ CŀƛǊǿŀȅǎ {ǘǳŘ 

Muswellbrook was co-owner of Star Kingdom with Wootton and Ellison. In 1946 with several 

partners George Ryder acquired Woodlands Stud Farm Pty Ltd at Denman.  By the 1960s under 

wȅŘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ it reputedly produced annually more individual winners of more races than any 

other stud in the world.  Newton Wonder, a very successful sire, was followed by the imports Pipe of 

Peace, Sostenuto and King of Babylon and the Australian-born Sky High.  In 1970 Ryder sold 

Woodlands but almost immediately bought Kia Ora Stud Farm Pty Ltd at Scone.  He championed the 

use of Australian-bred thoroughbred sires there until 1977. These included syndicated sires Gunsynd 

and Baguette. Woodlands was acquired by Bob Kleberg, King Ranch, Texas USA and Lord Derby UK. 

They later sold to the Ingham Brothers Jack and Bob which heralded another vastly successful period 

for Woodlands. The latter is now part of the enormously productive global empire Darley or 

Godolphin owned by the ruler of Dubai. The latter part of the 20th century and well into the 21st has 

ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ Ψ5ŀƴŜƘƛƭƭΩΦ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ joint venture 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ψ!ǊǊƻǿŦƛŜƭŘΩ WŜǊǊȅǎ tƭŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ψ/ƻƻƭƳƻǊŜΩ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǊǊȅǎ tƭŀƛƴǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

Danehill and his sire sons have eclipsed all the records previously claimed by the likes of Heroic 

(Widden) and Star Kingdom (Baramul). Under WƻƘƴ aŜǎǎŀǊŀΩǎ ǘǳǘŜƭŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ Ψ!ǊǊƻǿŦƛŜƭŘ 

{ǘǳŘΩ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜƎŜƴƘƻŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƴŜŀǊ {ŎƻƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ regional area as 

the epicentre of TB breeding in Australia. The valley is further enhanced by nascent reiterations in 

the locale including the neighbouring lower Rouchel Valley 
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Early Days in the Lower Hunter 

 

 

Ψ¢ƻǎǎ Ϫ DƭŜƴŘƻƴ муну 
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Dover @ Glendon in 1836 

This is one of the very early images of a thoroughbred stallion in the Hunter Valley 

 

Maitland was the nearest commercial centre 

The first recorded race meeting was held in 1834 
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Cradle of Thoroughbreds 

Douglas M Barrie 1953 

 

/ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŘƭŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ 9ŀǊƭȅ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ 

were men of historic significance, and many of their homes and farms exist today (1953). 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǊŀŎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ IȅŘŜ tŀǊƪΣ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ мрΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ мт 

and Friday 19 October 1810. 
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{ŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ άǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƘŜƭŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇƻƴƛŜǎΦέ 

Further meetings were held in 1811, 1812 and 1813. 

After the crossing of the Blue Mountains in 1813, exploration commanded the energies of the 

leading citizens. Race meetings recommenced again in 1819, although it was not until 1825, when 

the first Sydney Turf Club was formed, that racing in Australia really went ahead. 

There were a number of good stallions on the mainland early enough to beget our first competitors. 

Best of these was the English horse Northumberland (imported in 1802) and his sons Percy, Hotspur 

and Young Northumberland; also Rockingham (imported in 1799) and Washington (imported ex-

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛƴ мулнύΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ hǊƛŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ 

{ƘŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƛǊŜ IŜŎǘƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘy of importations prior to 1820 were 

of Arab origin. 

 

CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ LƳŀƎŜΥ ΨIŜŎǘƻǊΩΥ CǊƻƳ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǳǊ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ a .ŀǊǊƛŜ 

Stride, imported in 1822, and Steel Trap, in 1823, led the influx of great English blood, which has not 

since ceased. From this time breeding increased rapidly. Bloodhorses were required not only for 

racing; they had a vital role in the development of the Continent. 
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During the first fifty years breeding activity was centred in the County of Cumberland. Horses bred or 

used in the historic studs which were located along the Hawkesbury, the Nepean and their 

tributaries Eastern and Southern Creek, figured in the extended pedigree of some of our best horses 

of today. Early importations came from the best blood available in the world at that time. Steel Trap 

(Foaled in 1815; imported in 1823) was a star class exemplar. 

In England Steel Trap was a good performer. His sire Scud got the 1818 and 1820 Derby winners Sam 

and Sailor, as well as Shoveler, the 1819 Oaks winner. Sorcerer, the sƛǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘŜŜƭ ¢ǊŀǇΩǎ ŘŀƳ 

Prophetess, was one of the best sires of his time and a link in the chain that led to Matchem down to 

IǳǊǊȅ hƴ ŀƴŘ aŀƴ hΩ ²ŀǊΦ tǊƻǇƘŜǘŜǎǎΩ ǎƛǊŜ ²ƘƛǎƪŜȅ Ǝƻǘ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ hŀƪǎ 

and Derby. His sire Saltram, won the Derby; while maternal great grandsire Diomed won the first 

Derby in 1780. Similarly, other imported sires came from the most successful English blood of their 

particular period. 

Colonel George Johnston was the officer, who, at the instigation of MacartƘǳǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ .ƭƛƎƘ ƛƴ мулуΦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴΣ bƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ όƛƳǇύΣ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ 

ŜŀǊƭȅ {ȅŘƴŜȅΦ IŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǘ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ŀǘ !ƴƴŀƴŘŀƭŜΣ ƴƻǿ ŀ ǎǳōǳǊō ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀƳŜΦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ 

ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ DǊŀƴǘέ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙis daughter and her husband Major Weston. Here, in 

1817, historic Horsley Park was built, where the first hunt assembled in Australia, with hounds 

specially brought from England. 

The first Australian-ōǊŜŘ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ Řǳǘȅ ǿŀǎ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ tƛǇŜǊΩǎ ¸ƻung Northumberland. He 

ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ мулп ŀǘ IŀǎǎŀƭƭΩǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀǘ tŀǊǊŀƳŀǘǘŀΦ Iƛǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ȅŘƴŜȅ 

Jockey Club and Point Piper takes its name from him. Captain Piper later left the coast for his 

ά!ƭƭƻǿŀȅ .ŀƴƪέ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ƴŜŀǊ .ŀǘƘǳǊǎǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ he settled for the rest of his life. 

wƛǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ bƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ IŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƴȅΦ Iƛǎ 

blood survives in maternal families. De La Salle traces back to a Hector mare. 

IŜŎǘƻǊ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅΣ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ yard in Bligh Street where the Union Club, the AJC and 

{ǘǳŘ .ƻƻƪ YŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ όмфроύΦ Iƛǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻǿƴŜǊΣ aǊ 5Ω!ǊŎȅ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 

ƻŦ ²Φ /Φ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎƳŀƴΦ IŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άIƻƳŜ .ǳǎƘ CŀǊƳέ 

where the Sydney Abattoirs are today (1953; now Sydney Olympic Park). It is possible that horses 

used in the first Blue Mountains crossing were progeny of Hector and Northumberland. 

¢ƘŜ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘǎΩ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ άCƛǘȊǿƛƭƭƛŀƳ tƭŀŎŜέ ŀǘ ¢ƻƻƴƎŀōōƛŜΣ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōǊŜeding 

centre in those far-off days. Mr J C Osborne is today (1953) breeding fine thoroughbreds at his small 

stud in Fitzwilliam Road, on a portion of the old estate. A Cold Shower colt bred by Mr Osborne was 

the biggest yearling offered at the 1952 Easter Sales, standing at 16.2 hands. 

Friend of the Wentworths and one of the Blue Mountain trio was Lieutenant William Lawson. Shortly 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƎƘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘΣ [ŀǿǎƻƴ ōǳƛƭǘ ά±ŜǘŜǊŀƴ Iŀƭƭέ ŀǘ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ IƛƭƭΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǘŀƭƭ 

pines look down on SyŘƴŜȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊΤ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀōƭŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ 

horses as Baron (imp. 1824), Theorem (imp. 1828) and the Colonial-bred Spring Gun, stood the 

season. This son of Steel Trap was the winner of the Produce Stakes in 1828; the GoveǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ǳǇΣ ǘƘŜ 

Wentworth Cup (twice) and the Town Plate. Lawson was among the most notable of the early 

breeders. 
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Ψ.ǳƴƎŀǊǊƛōŜŜ IƻǳǎŜΩΣ 5ƻƻƴǎƛŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мунр ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 

1953. The stables built by Mr Thomas Icely are seen on the left of the house (RHS of image) 

! ŦŜǿ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǿŜǎǘΣ ƴŜŀǊ 5ƻƻƴǎƛŘŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ά.ǳƴƎŀǊǊƛōŜŜέΣ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

where Steel Trap died in 1834. Built 130 years ago by John Campbell of India Mutiny fame, 

Bungarribee was at times owned by three important breeders. The first, Mr T C Icely, imported 

Manto; our first named thoroughbred mare. She was the grand-dam of Flora McIvor and ancestress 

of the very numerous families that produced Trenton and company. 

A later owner was Mr Charles Smith, a noted breeder who carried on the thoroughbred tradition. 

CŀƳƻǳǎ .ǳƴƎŀǊǊƛōŜŜ ǎƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜ {ǘŜŜƭ ¢ǊŀǇΣ ǿŜǊŜ wƻǳǎΩ LƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ όƛƳǇύ ŀƴŘ 

Emancipation (by Toss imp). 

Next came Mr Henry Herman Kater, who imported Cap-A-Pie, Tros and KŀǘŜǊΩǎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴŀ ƛƴ муофΦ 

Cap-A-Pie was a son of The Colonel, winner of the 1828 English St Leger, and a grandson of the 1815 

5ŜǊōȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ²ƘƛǎƪŜǊΦ Iƛǎ ōŜǎǘ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ aǊ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ōŀȅ ƘƻǊǎŜ {ƛǊ IŜǊŎǳƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ 

of Yattendon. 

Not generally known is that this was a line of Eclipse which survived n the County Cumberland for 60 

years before being returned to the United Kingdom. The line ran thus ς 9ŎƭƛǇǎŜΣ tƻǘуhΩǎΣ ²ŀȄȅΣ 

Whisker, The Colonel, Cap-A-Pie, Sir Hercules, Yattendon, Chester, Abercorn (exported to Ireland in 

1898). Patron, another offshoot of this line, was also exported, to do well at the stud on the 

Continent. 
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ά.ǳƴƎŀǊǊƛōŜŜέ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŘŜǇƻǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƘŜƴ 

exporting our famous Walers. During the present century the property was owned and managed by 

Mr Tom Cleaver. In his time Messrs W Kelso, G Price, H R Telford, F Williams, J T Jamieson, Bayly 

Payten and Frank McGrath were among the leading trainers who sent their charges to spell in the 

paddocks which surrounded the old home. On the big oat-bin grooms have scratched the names of 

famous visitors. Clearly visible are such names as Gay Ballerina, Havoc, Chatham, Rampion, Pretzel, 

Phar Lap, Lord Valentine, High Caste, Lynch Law and Satmoth. Closing Time, Ammon Ra, Prince 

Humphrey, Amounis, make up a list of notable residents, not forgetting the great Peter Pan, who 

went from Bungarribee pastures to win two Melbourne Cups. 

The gracious old home is now a ruin, although the big barn and stables, which housed good horses 

for over a century, still stand. What a pity that Bungarribee House cannot be saved from the fate 

which is rapidly overwhelming it. 

LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ .ǳƴƎŀǊǊƛōŜŜ ǿŀǎ aǊ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΩǎ άIƛƭƭ 9ƴŘέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

todŀȅΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ƻƻƴǎƛŘŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ǊŜŜƪΦ bŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊ ǿŀǎ άCƭǳǎƘŎƻƳōŜέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ 

Mr R Lethridge. Hither came Bay Camberton in 1824 and here many colonials, such as Problem, were 

bred. 

.ŀȅ /ŀƳōŜǊǘƻƴΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘƭƛƴŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƳŀǘŜǊnal families. His sire, Old 

Camberton, was one of the gamest stayers ever seen on the English turf. He won a famous race 

against three others. Of these, one dropped dead after passing the post, one went blind and the 

third was never of use again. Old Camberton was later exported to France to carry on his stud 

success. 

At the junction with South Creek was the holding of the Reverend Samuel Marsden, who dabbled in 

breeding and farming, apart from his more religious activities. Champion (1809) by Northumberland 

(imp) was bred by His Reverence at Marsden Park. 

.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀǊǎŘŜƴ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ ƛǎ άIŀƳōƭŜŘƻƴέΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ tŀƭƳŜǊΣ 

ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎŀǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ ƻŦ tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ DǊŜȅ όмулуύ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴǘ όмумрύΦ 

One of the StatŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ aǊ ! aŜŜƘŀƴΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘǎ {ǘǳŘ 

has in recent years produced Riptide, Free Rule and Nagpuni, etc. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ǊŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ άIƻǊǎƭŜȅ tŀǊƪέΣ ǿŀǎ aǊ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ 

ά!ōƻǘǘǎōǳǊȅ CŀǊƳέΣ where Model, the milk-white Arabian, presided over the equine establishment. 

Model was one of the few Arabs whose blood survives in the old colonial families; the taproot mare 

Myrtle, (by Gemma Di Vergy), traces to Vesta by Model. His sons included Australian, the winner of 

the 1825 Two-Year-Old Stakes, while the stout gelding Jorrocks was a close descendent. 

One of the best of the early importations was Gratis (imp. 1835), a son of Middleton the 1825 Epsom 

Derby winner. He stood in Sydney, and also at Mr /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ²ŀƭƭƎǊƻǾŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 

ά!ōōƻǘǎōǳǊȅέΦ 5ƛƴŀƘΣ ōȅ DǊŀǘƛǎΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǘŀǇ-root mare whose family was very successful in 

±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ мурлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ aŜǊƳŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŜ {ȅŘƴŜȅ /ǳǇ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ .ǊƛǎŜƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ŧƛƭƭȅ 

to win both the VRC Derby and Melbourne Cup (in 1876). 
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{ƻǳǘƘ /ǊŜŜƪ ǊƛǎŜǎ ƴŜŀǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ άwŀōȅέ ŀƴŘ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀǿƪŜǎōǳǊȅ ŀǘ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊΦ aǊ 

Alexander Riley, an early magistrate and pioneer wheat grower and sheep-breeder, imported 

Skeleton, AustraliŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ LǊƛǎƘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǘƻ wŀōȅ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ мунтΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǊŀŎŜƘƻǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ άwŀōȅέ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

oldest inhabited homesteads on Australia. The present owner, Major Mitchell, is a grand old 

horseman and thoroughbred horses are still bred there.  
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{ƻƳŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ Řƻǿƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ǊŜŜƪΣ aǊ IŜƴǊȅ .ŀƛƭŜȅ ōǊŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŀŎŜǊǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ά.ŀȅƭȅ tŀǊƪέΦ 

Here after 1830, the imported racehorse Whisker stood at stud, in between winning races and 

matches. He was a son and namesake of the 2815 Derby winner. He died in 1834 shortly after Mr 

Bailey had refused £1400 for him. 

[Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ DǊŜƎƻǊȅ .ƭŀȄƭŀƴŘΩǎ ά[ŜŜ IƻƭƳŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭ-

important Blue Mountain expedition. Today, close by is Mr H t aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪΩǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǎǘǳŘ ά{ǳƴŘǊƛŘƎŜ 

tŀǊƪέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎƛ όƛƳǇύ ŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻǇ ǎƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƴŜǎ ŀǎ tǊƛƴŎŜ 5ŀƪƘƛƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

been raised. 

{ƻǳǘƘ /ǊŜŜƪ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ wƻŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ά.ŀǘƘǳǊǎǘέΣ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ hȄƭŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

surveyor-general and explorer, and then flowed through the farms of Captain and Mrs King, where 

ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ IŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŘƛŘ ǎǘǳŘ Řǳǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мунлΩǎΦ 

 

Nazeer Farrib 

bŀȊŜŜǊ CŀǊǊƛōΣ Ψŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŎŀǎǘŜ !ǊŀōΩΣ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǳǊ ōȅ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ²ƛƴǎǘŀƴƭŜȅΣ {ȅŘƴŜȅ мупсΦ IŜ 

appeared in early editions of the Australian Stud Book. Nazeer Farrib was part of the early Arab 

influence on the development of the Australian thoroughbred. Many of the Arabs imported to 

Australia in the early nineteenth century had raced on the turf in India. They were prized by 

breeders for fresh bloodlines, and were often put to thoroughbred or half-bred mares, or rheie 

daughters were out to thoroughbred stallions (Courtesy Mitchell Library, Ref. Z ML 282).  
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aŜǎǎǊǎ W IŀǊǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ¢ŜǊǊȅ ƻŦ ά¢ŜǊǊȅōǊƻƻƪέ were prominent breeders; each situated on the 

opposite sides of South Creek near the first site of the village of Castlereagh. Today, a few miles west 

ƴŜŀǊŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǇŜŀƴ wƛǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ aǊ W / .ŜƴǊƻŘǘΩǎ άtǊƛƴŎŜǎ CŀǊƳέ ŀƴŘ aǊ I { ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ά¢ŀǊǿȅƴ tŀǊƪέ 

studs. 

The boundary of the county is formed by the Nepean and Hawkesbury Rivers. Actually outside the 

Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǇŜŀƴ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǊŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ά/ŀƳŘŜƴ tŀǊƪέΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ aŀŎŀǊǘƘǳǊ ŀƴŘ 

his descendants since 1805. Macarthur had been, perhaps, our leading breeder while at Elizabeth 

Park at Rosehill. Percy, a son of Northumberland (imp.) bred by Macarthur in 1804, and Hotspur, 

tŜǊŎȅΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ мулрΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

Over the long many years good racehorses and stallions came from Camden Park. Macarthur 

broodmares like Gulnare (imp.), Casandra, Alice Grey and Gedley have many descendants racing in 

Australia and New Zealand. 

aǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IƻǿŜΩǎ άDƭŜƴƭŜŜέΣ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ ! Ƴile or two 

northwest were tow holding so the surveyor-ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ hȄƭŜȅΣ ά9ƭŘŜǊǎƭƛŜέ ŀƴŘ άYƛǊƪƘŀƳέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

Kirkham dates back to 1816 when Governor Macquarie made a grant of 1000 acres to Oxley. 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ hȄƭŜȅΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ άYƛǊƪƘŀƳ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜέ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ since disappeared, the coach house and 

stables may still be seen. Oxley died in 1828 and for some years his sans managed the old home. 

Bachelor was a notable importation doing duty here from 1830. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άYƛǊƪƘŀƳέ ǿƻƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊed home later in the century, when it 

ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƴ WŀƳŜǎ ²ƘƛǘŜΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ άYƛǊƪƘŀƳέ ǎǘǳŘ ǎƛǊŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ aŀǊǘƛƴƛ-

Henry, who won the Victoria derby and Melbourne Cup at his first two starts; and Chester who also 

claimed the same double among his many victories. The great son of Chester, Abercorn, was bred at 

Kirkham in 1884. Importations included Ayr Laddie, Dalmeny, Fitz-Donovan and the well performed 

Gossoon. Martini-IŜƴǊȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ōǊŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ άYƛǊƪƘŀƳέ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ŦƻŀƭΦ 

ά/ƻōōƛǘǘȅέΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ άYƛǊƪƘŀƳέΣ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ά5ŜƴōƛƎƘέΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ 

ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iŀǎǎŀƭƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ Lƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ά/ƻōōƛǘǘȅέ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ 

of the NSW Polo Association. 

At the junction of Bringelly Creek ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǇŜŀƴΣ ǿŜǊŜ ά±ŜǊƳƻƴǘέΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ά{ƘŀƴŎƻƳƻǊŜέ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ W ¢ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

ǘƻ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜΦ ά{ƘŀƴŎƻƳƻǊŜέ ōƻŀǎǘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǎŜŘ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мумл ς 1820 period 

ς Abracadabra (son of Hector); Shillelagh (by Nelson, the son of Northumberland, out of 

²ƻǊǊƻƎƻƳōŜŜ ōȅ wƻŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ ƛƳǇύ ŀƴŘ !ōŘŀƭƭŀƘ ŀ άƳƛƭƪ-ǿƘƛǘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ōǊŜŘ !ǊŀōƛŀƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘ ŦŜŜ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ άŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ р ƎǳƛƴŜŀǎΦΣ ƻǊ  ƛƴ ƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘΣ мн ōǳǎƘels of good storable 

ǿƘŜŀǘέΦ 

Mulgoa, near the junction of the Warragamba and Nepean Rivers, was the Cox country. The three 

brothers were sons of William Cox of Sydney and Richmond who built the first road to Bathurst. 

IŜƴǊȅ /ƻȄΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ άDƭŜƴƳƻǊŜέ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ŏƭǳō ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀƳŜΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ /ƻȄΩǎ ά²ƛƳōƻǳǊƴέ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŀŎŜƘƻǊǎŜ /ƘŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мунлΩǎΦ /ƘŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀȅ 

Camberton (imp.). 
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Lƴ мупн 9ŘǿŀǊŘ /ƻȄ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƘƻƳŜ άCŜǊƴƘƛƭƭέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƴ 9 Y /ƻȄ ƳŀŘŜ the 

showplace of the Commonwealth when Yattendon was top sire. Chester was bred at Fernhill and 

also the unbeaten Grand Flaneur who was another of the select company to win the Victoria derby 

and Melbourne Cup double. The Fernhill Handicap, run at Randwick, owes its name to this famous 

old stud. 

άCŜǊƴƘƛƭƭ IƻǳǎŜΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƎŜƳ ǿǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ 

the grave of Yattendon and out across the cradle of the Australian thoroughbred for many another 

year. 
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Overlooking the rich flats, beside which the Grose joins the Nepean to become the Hawkesbury 

wƛǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ άIƻōŀǊǘǾƛƭƭŜέΦ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άIƻōŀǊǘ ±ƛƭƭŜέ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

1816 or earlier. The home of the Reynolds family for over a half a centǳǊȅΣ άIƻōŀǊǘǾƛƭƭŜέ ƘŀŘ 

produced fine horses for famous owners for almost the previous century. Maribyrnong, Tim 

Whiffler, Grand Flaneur have in turn been the boss there; while recent notable, like Temeraire and 

Moorland, have come from Hobartville sires and Hawkesbury pastures. 

Clarendon racecourse lies between Richmond and Windsor ς ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǊŀŎŜŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƭŘ /ƻȄ ƘƻƳŜΦ bŜŀǊ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊΣ aǊ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ƳƛǘƘ ƘŀŘ ά/ƭƛŦǘƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ 

notable horse breeders, like the Baldwins. One of the most celebrated performers of the early racing 

days was Scratch. Bred and reared on the Hawkesbury it was nothing for Scratch to travel 30 or 40 

miles to a meeting. 

From these old homes within forty miles of Sydney, came horses that were to establish a breed of 

stayers as fine as any in the world. From the time of Jorrocks, the iron gelding Spring Gun and 

Scratch, until the present day, the County of Cumberland has continued to contribute some of the 

best racehorses. 

Footnote: 

Since Douglas Barrie wrote this original article in 1953 things have changed dramatically in the 

County of Cumberland. Now largely subsumed and swallowed by the inexorable urban expansion of 

{ȅŘƴŜȅ ǿŜǎǘǿŀǊŘΣ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΩΦ ±ŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

genuine pastoral land remains available for agricultural pursuits. Similarly, since the arrival of Star 

Kingdom and the introduction of the Golden Slipper Stakes at Rosehill, the breeding industry has 

ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ΨǉǳƛŎƪ ŦƛȄΩ outcomes. The heady halcyon days of Victoria Derby and 

Melbourne Cup doubles are long gone! 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tŜǊƛƻŘǎ όΨtŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΩύ ƻŦ IƻǊǎŜ .ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ a .ŀǊǊƛŜ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ .ƭƻƻŘƘƻǊǎŜΩ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ƻǊ 

periods of horse breeding in Australia pertain: 

1788 ς 1800 Importation from any convenient source 

1800 ς 1823 tŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǎƭƻǿ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΤ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ !Ǌŀōǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨIŜŎǘƻǊΩ 

1824 ς 1840 Period of marked numerical increase and rapid improvement; Ψ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘǎΩ 

1840 ς 1870 Thoroughbred established as a distinct breed 

1870 onwards !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ΨŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ 
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The British East India Company in Early Australia and John Macarthur's Influence in Colonial Horse 

Breeding  

 

By Keith R. Binney, author Horsemen of the First Frontier (1788-1900) and The Serpents Legacy 

©2006 Keith R. Binney. All Rights Reserved. 

Edited extracts from Horsemen of the First Frontier (1788-1900) and The Serpents Legacy. Author 

Keith Binney; Hardcover ARP $59.95. At all good bookstores. Distributors Dennis Jones & 

AssociatesP/L.  

See also: http://www.tbheritage.com/Breeders/AUS/AusHistBinney.html   

 

Visit Horsemen of the First Frontier for more information  

When one produces a broad historical work like "Horsemen of the First Frontier (1788-1900) & The 

Serpents Legacy", perhaps the writer should not be surprised at any comments received. However, 

the number of Australian readers who have recently said things like "I didn't know the British East 

India Company had anything to do with Australia" indicates a generally widespread gap in our 

historical knowledge of the early colonial period. This is especially so when the same people had 

learnt at school about the British East India Company's major role on the Indian sub-continent, in the 

Opium Wars with China and with the "Boston Tea Party" of 1773, which was a precursor to the 

American War of Independence.  

 

In essence, from the very inception of New South Wales in 1788, the Royal Charter of the British East 

India Company conferred an exclusive right on the Company to control all trade to and from the 

penal Colony. Further, the founding Governor, Captain Arthur Phillip RN, was specifically instructed 

to prevent private individuals from trading with India, China and the colonies of any European 

nation. To this end, the local building of any craft capable of such trading was expressly forbidden. 

Yet from as early as 1792, the E. I. Company's monopoly right over all NSW commerce was being 

seriously flouted. However, the breaches were conducted in a subtle manner, being nothing as 

dramatic as when a party of American colonists dressed up as Mohawk Indians, boarded three 

British vessels in Boston Harbour and poured forty-five tons of tea into the sea. Early New South 

Welshmen were obviously much less flamboyant and dare we say, more discreet! 

http://www.tbheritage.com/Breeders/AUS/AusHistBinney.html
http://www.horsemenofthefirstfrontier.info/
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Largely through the entrepreneurial initiative of a 25 year-old, Lieutenant John Macarthur, aided by 

a complaisant Lieutenant Governor Major Francis Grose, in 1792 a consortium of NSW military and 

civil officers privately chartered the British supply ship and whaler Britannia. The charter fee was 

£2000 with a further £2,200 allocated as trading capital for the purpose of obtaining foodstuffs, 

livestock and general goods from the Dutch-controlled Cape of Good Hope. (£4,200 = $840,000 in 

1998 AUD). Despite this being an obvious breach of the British East India Company's Charter, the 

ailing Governor Phillip did not use his power of veto and thus the first of three private charters went 

ahead. Around the same time that Britannia was unloading its first cargo at Port Jackson in June 

1793, during government talks held in London to renew their Royal Charter, the Chairman of the 

British East India Company Sir Francis Baring, expressed his strong feelings concerning ".....the 

serpent that we are nursing at Botany Bay." As it turned out, junior officer Lieutenant John 

Macarthur was no doubt considered to be the "King Serpent."  

 

Lieutenant John Macarthur  

Nonetheless, this metaphoric expostulation by Sir Francis Baring did not stop contraband trading in 

the infant colony of New South Wales. It appears that colonial officials, who would normally be 

expected to record all arriving cargos, simply turned a blind eye to illegal shipments. Thus no official 

records were kept and the recipients of such imports were naturally, discreetly tight-lipped. This fact 

is clearly demonstrated by the livestock records of John Macarthur. From a speculative shipment of 

100 fecund Bengal sheep that had arrived illegally from Calcutta in February 1793 aboard the Shah 

Hormuzear, John Macarthur received 30. Yet in a letter written to his brother James in England over 

a year later in 1794, in which John Macarthur listed his livestock in some detail, there is no mention 

of any sheep whatsoever. It seems likely that the shrewd and extremely smart John Macarthur was 

not prepared to create any written record that could later come back to haunt him. Further, in 1800 

Macarthur offered to the government "a remarkable fine stallion from America for £650. This was in 

all probability the important foundation sire Washington, for which no record of importation 

appears to exist.  
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How an official recorder could miss a horse valued in 1800 at £650 ($72,345 in 1998 AUD) at a time 

when shepherds were paid less than £10 per year, is a matter for suspicious conjecture. Regardless, 

all of these facts seem reasonable proof of the writer's hypothesis that the reason the importation of 

early thoroughbreds like Rockingham and Washington was not officially recorded, is simply because 

- the horses were imported illegally. 

Major Francis Grose resigned as Administrator of the colony in 1794, replaced on an interim basis by 

Captain William Paterson. In September of 1795 the incorruptible Captain John Hunter RN arrived in 

New South Wales as the new appointee as Governor. Hunter viewed John Macarthur as an officer 

with a "restless ambition and litigious disposition."  

To Captain Macarthur, the zealous Governor Hunter was an incompetent administrator, but perhaps 
more accurately, a real threat to Macarthur and his fellow-officers' commercial activities. The 
Machiavellian Macarthur regularly sent direct to the Duke of Portland in London, serious written 
criticisms of Hunter's alleged inept administration and extravagant expenditure of government 
money. In 1800, an unfortunate and bewildered Governor Hunter, who obviously did not expect 
such "behind the back" conduct from someone he considered a fellow-officer and thus a gentleman, 
was recalled to London. Hunter was the first but certainly not the last Governor to run foul of the 
nakedly ambitious John Macarthur, who by now was seducing those who passed for colonial 
socialites, with a litany of pious self-justification for his petty actions. 
 

 
 

John and Elizabeth Macarthur's Elizabeth Farm at Parramatta NSW, 1825 
 

Following his assumption of vice-regal office in September 1800, Governor Philip Gidley King RN, just 
like his predecessor, immediately set out to try and break the New South Wales Corps officers' 
powers by expressly forbidding them to carry on trade, particularly any dealings in alcoholic spirits. 
For whatever reason, but perhaps fulfilling his original intention of aping "the Botany Bay nabobs" in 
London, John Macarthur at this time announced that he was returning to England, and offered to 
the government all his livestock, and land holdings that he valued at a not unreasonable £4,000. The 
fertile, fully cleared Elizabeth Farm comprised nearly 300 acres and his total prime land holding was 
almost 1,300 acres. Not surprisingly, a still incumbent Colonial Secretary, the Duke of Portland, 
expressed concern that an officer on official duty should have been able over seven short years, to 
acquire such wealth apparently from part-time farming pursuits. 
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Fortuitously, from the viewpoint of anyone researching the history of the Australian thoroughbred, 
the interesting fact was that among his list of livestock John Macarthur offered ten horses. They 
included five mares of Indian descent (probably of mainly Arab blood, and thus more valuable than 
cape-bred ponies) at £65 per head, and in particular "a remarkable fine stallion from America for 
£650." Almost certainly this hugely expensive American horse was Washington, which is thought to 
have been one of a shipment of coaching and cavalry bloodhorses described as being of Spanish-
Eastern origin, imported to the Cape of Good Hope from New England around 1797-98. Washington 
is suspected, with good reason, to have been imported to Sydney in April 1800 by a private 
arrangement with Captain William Kent, commander of the HMS Buffalo. However, no doubt for the 
reasons previously stated, no official record of Washington's landing was made. Thus, at this early 
stage of colonial history, Elizabeth Farm was the home of some of the very best bloodhorses and 
mares in the colony, even though some were obviously not pure thoroughbreds. A foal by 
Washington, especially one out of a mare by the earlier import Rockingham, represented the best 
bloodlines the colony had to offer at the time. 
 
The sale of horses to the government did not proceed, and in a pre-emptive purchase Macarthur 
obtained 1,300 merino-cross sheep from a fellow officer, doubling the size of his own flock. By 
attempting to manipulate his superior officer, Lieutenant-Colonel William Paterson, Macarthur 
precipitated a duel, in which he seriously injured Paterson. Governor King insisted the ensuing court 
martial take place in England. Macarthur set sail for London in a ship named the Hunter in November 
1801.  
 
During the period that John Macarthur was away, which turned out to be the next four years, a stoic 
Elizabeth Macarthur remained at Elizabeth Farm with her youngest children Mary, James, and 
William. Elizabeth was left to handle in her usual calm, competent manner, management of 
Macarthur's pastoral affairs including sheep husbandry and horse breeding activities. At this point 
feminists could well rise up and ask -- who in fact was the Elizabeth Farm studmaster and breeder of 
fine bloodhorses at what was then arguably the leading horse stud in the colony? Bloodhorses bred 
at this time included Percy (1804) by Northumberland (GB) from "a famous Trotting mare" and 
Hotspur (1805) by Northumberland (GB), a full-brother to Percy. Incidentally, auctioneer John Howe 
later offered both stallions for sale at a Windsor auction in 1812. From that date on, John Macarthur 
became a regular vendor of high-class bloodhorses, particularly stallions. The bloodhorse sire Percy 
(1804) by Northumberland (GB) stood for a time at James Badgery's Exeter Farm at South Creek.  
 

 
 

Camden Park House NSW, 1843  
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By the time the Hunter reached England in December of 1802, the ship carrying Governor King's 
emissary with details on the court martial had disappeared at sea. While both Macarthur and the 
colonial administration in Sydney were officially censured, it was made clear to King that charges 
against Macarthur should be dropped.  
 
While in London Macarthur promoted the use of Australian woo, of a finer quality than English wool 
the demand for which had increased with the need for clothing and blankets for the army at that 
time engaged in the Napoleonic Wars. Macarthur composed a "Statement of the Improvement and 
Progress of the Breed of Fine-woolled Sheep in New South Wales," establishing himself as "the 
supreme authority on and industry representative in England for all of the fine-wool producers in 
New South Wales." With a network of political allies in place, bolstered by the patriotic mission of 
raising wool to clothe the army, Macarthur resigned his commission and returned to Sydney in 1805. 
He brought with him a recommendation that he receive a grant of 5,000 acres of the best grazing 
land in the colony (with a further 5,000 acres to be granted when returns were forthcoming). He also 
brought nine Spanish merino rams and a ewe obtained from the Royal flocks at Kew with a special 
dispensation from King George III for export. A disillusioned and ill Governor King resigned and was 
replaced by Captain William Bligh RN. 
 
The Macarthurs retained Elizabeth Farm at Parramatta and set up Camden Park in the new district of 
Camden, both latter areas having been named in honour of Macarthur's benefactor, Lord Camden. 
John Macarthur proceeded to attend to his pastoral and mercantile interests at Elizabeth Farm and 
transferred most of his horse breeding activities to Camden Park. Unfortunately, while better tha 
most, the written Macarthur records on horses are often sparse in detail, especially for mares. 
However, there is no doubt Camden Park was a very significant, if not more likely, the major breeder 
of bloodhorses in the colony at the time. In the 1804 livestock census, Captain Macarthur is credited 
with owning 12 horses and 14 mares out of the total of 404 horses of all types in the whole colony. 
By comparison, in the year 1800 there were only two horses in all of Green Hills (later Windsor). 
Interestingly, both were owned by emancipists, viz. Andrew Thompson and Thomas Rickerby. 
 
It seems that the American horse Washington had only a short career at stud. Nevertheless, it is 
obvious that his female progeny provided most of the foundation broodmare band, which in a short 
time established Camden Park stud's reputation as a supplier of first-class saddle and carriage 
horses. As well, the stud catered for the emerging demand for racehorses, of which they were major 
suppliers. Another prime Camden Park stud influence was the Lieutenant-Colonel George Johnston-
imported coaching sire Northumberland (GB), which spent from around 1809 until his death in 
November 1812 at Camden Park. It should be appreciated that the female progeny of many of the 
sturdy pony-sized Cape and Bengal mares, arising from matings with such fine big coaching horse 
sires, formed the taproot mares appearing in the pedigrees of the early racehorses. This quick 
upgrade in quality is not really surprising when it is considered that only three crossings of 
successive progeny with superior stallions reduces the original mare's genetic contribution to one-
eighth of the gene pool and with reasonable luck, her vital influence has diminished accordingly. The 
same principles were used in upgrading Macarthur's crossbred sheep flocks, with pure merino stud 
rams being put over Bengal sheep and their progeny, to eventually provide the finest grade of wool 
producers.  
 
Macarthur and Bligh, natural antagonists, clashed over such issues as the development of Camden 
Park with convict labor and Macarthur's various commercial activities. Macarthur supported Major 
George Johnston in the "Rum Rebllion" of 1808, in a dispute with the New South Wales Corps officers 
over control of the liquor trade. Bligh was deposed and Macarthur installed in a newly-created 
position, "Colonial Secretary." This lasted until a new administrator, Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph 
Foveaux, arrived to take command.  
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In 1809 Lieutenant-Colonel William Paterson (victim in the duel) became acting-Governor. Macarthur 
set sail for London again in March of 1809 to assist in the defence of Major George Johnston, and to 
continue his promotion of the colonial wool industry and advance his mercantile interests.  
 
Meanwhile Elizabeth Macarthur assisted by her nephew by marriage Hannibal Hawkins Macarthur 
and an emancipist overseer, the admirable Richard Fitzgerald, continued to manage Elizabeth Farm, 
Camden Park, and the other family pastoral holdings. H.H. Macarthur had also received a grant near 
Camden that he named Arthursleigh, which for some time was the southernmost grant in the County 
of Cumberland. Besides her growing expertise in sheep husbandry, the well-educated Elizabeth was 
also in charge of the horse breeding activities. Early on, the sire Derwent (Arab) by the Tasmanian 
based White William (Arab) had been used at Camden Park. A homebred sire at this time was 
Derwent by Derwent (Arab) by White William (Arab) from a mare by Washington. Others were 
Holkar (1817) by the Macarthur-bred Percy (1804) by Northumberland (GB) from "an imported 
Indian-Arab mare" and Marmion (1817) by Percy from a mare by Washington. Also, Oscar (1817) 
by Percy from a mare by Washington. The importance of Washington mares at the premier stud of 
the colony is obvious. By the early 1820s, John Macarthur was listed as owner of more than 100 
horses, and was the major supplier of prime bloodhorses in the colony. 
 
Macarthur would not return to New South Wales until 1817, after which he had additional, serious 
run-ins with successive governors, served as a legislative representative of the first Legislative Council 
(1825), received gold medals from London for the quality of his fine-wool, and saw Camden Park 
expand to include over 60,000 acres of land, aquired by both grant and purchase. He gradually 
descended into madness, and died April 11, 1834. His sons, James and William Macarthur, became 
the leading breeders of thoroughbreds at Camden Park in succeeding years. For some of the colonial 
female families they developed, see Family C - 1 and Family C - 12.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C1.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C12.html
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The CƛǊǎǘ ²ŀǾŜ ƻŦ CǊŜŜ {ŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƻƴ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ wƛǾŜǊ 

By Keith R Binney 2003 

Thomas Potter Macqueen 1791 ς 1854 

 

Image courtesy of Harley Walden Archive 

Note: At about this time my late good friend Keith Binney published his seminal tome ΨIƻǊǎŜƳŜƴ ƻŦ 

the First FrƻƴǘƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ {ŜǊǇŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅΩ (ISBN 0 646 44865 X). This article is taken from his book 

in Section Three: Ψ¢ƘŜ IǳƴǘŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΣ IǳƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƭƛǇΣ муно 

ς муслΩ; Chapter Nine: ς ΨThe First Wave of Free Settlers on HunterΩǎ wƛǾŜǊΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ 

emancipists and currency ladsΩ. This is a modest synopsis which is largely about the vicissitudes of 

Thomas Potter Macqueen and his iterations at historic Segenhoe Stud near Scone. Harley Walden 

had actually typed the whole section for inclusion in his personal record. 

IŜƴǊȅ 5ŀƴƎŀǊΩǎ bete noir, the Honourable Thomas Potter Macqueen MP, was born in Bedfordshire, 

England at Segenhoe Manor. His father, Dr Malcolm Macqueen MD came into possession of this fine 

estate through his marriage to Mariana, daughter of Thomas Potter. Thomas Potter Macqueen was a 

Member of Parliament for East Looe, Cornwall, in the period 1816 ς 1826, following which he was a 

Member for Bedfordshire between 1826 and 1830.During his latter parliamentary tenure, Macqueen 

established a friendship with John Macarthur Jnr, at that time a resident in England. The politically 

inclined barrister John Macarthur proved to be a most useful helper to Macqueen, particularly on 

the lection hustings. It seems that around the period just before the recall to England of Governor 

Brisbane and no doubt at the instigation of John Macarthur Jnr, Thomas Potter Macqueen made 

discreet overtures to be appointed the first civilian Governor of New South Wales. However, for 

what reason, the position was not offered to the ambitious Member of Westminster. 
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Potter Macqueen was successful in acquiring a land grant of 10,000 acres in New South Wales with a 

provisional grant of a further 10,000 acres through the good offices of the Earl of Bathurst. Today 

ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ΨƛƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎΩ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ de rigueur in those days. Macqueen privately chartered two 

ships, the Hugh Crawford and the Nimrod, to transport the first free emigrants, livestock, goods and 

chattels to NSW. Included were overseer Peter aŀŎƛƴǘȅǊŜΣ άŀ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜǇǳǘŜ ƛƴ 

tŜǊǘƘǎƘƛǊŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƴŘǊȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘ όD. 

1820), by Warrior out of Miss Catton) was on the shipment and located at Segenhoe by 1827. 

There followed a whoƭŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƭŀƳƳŀǘƻǊȅ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘƛŎ ΨǎǇŀǘǎΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ tŜǘŜǊ aŀŎƛƴǘȅǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ΨƘŜŀǾƛŜǎΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ WƻƘƴ aŀŎŀǊǘƘǳǊΣ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ WƻƘƴ hȄƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ 

Henry Dangar. Eventually full title was established over the property under the management of 

Peter Macintyre. In 1830 H C Semphill replaced Macintyre who began farming in his own right. 

YŀȅǳƎŀ мунтΣ ƴŜŀǊ aǳǎǿŜƭƭōǊƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ aŀŎƛƴǘȅǊŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇǳǊǾƛŜǿ ŀƭƭ 

along? Thomas Potter Macqueen himself located to Segenhoe on 25th bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ муопΦ {ŜƳǇƘƛƭƭΩǎ 

role as overseer may have come under scrutiny. He had established a very large property portfolio 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀǎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άIǳƴƎǊȅ CƻǊǘƛŜǎέΦ  IŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ 

died in penury.  

Macqueen himself proved to be an incompetent manager. John Bevan was sent from England by his 

brother Hugh Bevan to sort it all out. He failed. Macqueen reconnected with Peter Macintyre. At this 

time they founded the township of Aberdeen. 

Macqueen was joined by his family at Segenhoe but the financial situation escalated out of control. 

The family returned to Europe where Macqueen managed to avoid his creditors before dying of 

apoplexy at Oswestry in 1854. He was described by his GB-based Segenhoe agent John Bevan as an 

ΨŀǊŎƘ ƛŘƛƻǘΩΦ Lƴ мутм ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀōƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ {ŜƎŜƴƘƻŜ ǿŀǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ 

thoroughbred breeders, brothers Honourable James and Frederick White Esq.  Their good work was 

later followed up in the 20th century by William Brown and Lionel Israel. 

Horses to grace the paddocks at Segenhoe included foundation sire Crawford (1824), Arab stallion 

Abger (b. 1820) by Model (Arab) ex Derwent mare, Spaniel (c. 1830) by Peter Fin (GB) ex a Spaniel 

ƳŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ /ǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ [ŀŘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ IǳƴǘŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ ΨDƭŜƴŘƻƴΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ wƻōŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ IŜƭŜƴǳǎ {Ŏƻǘǘ 

ƘŀŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ LƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ {ǘŀƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ψ¢ƻǎǎΩ 

όмунуύ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ƻǾŜǊΩ όмуолύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ōƭƻƻŘǎǘƻŎƪ 

including for the enterprƛǎƛƴƎ IŀȅŘƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ Ψ.ƭƻƻƳŦƛŜƭŘΩΣ aǳǊǊǳǊǳƴŘƛΦ 
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IŜƴǊȅ wŜŜǾŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ tƻǘǘŜǊ aŀŎǉǳŜŜƴ ŀǘ {ŜƎŜƴƘƻŜ ŀǎ ŀ ΨōǳƭƭƻŎƪ ŘǊƻǾŜǊΩΦ IŜ 

earned his ticket-of-ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ aŀƛǘƭŀƴŘ όΨ²ŀƭƭƛǎ tƭŀƛƴǎΩύ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƳŀƴΦ   

 

IŜƴǊȅ 5ŀƴƎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊ ŀǘ ΨbŜƻǘǎŦƛŜƭŘΩΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ tƭŀƛƴǎ ό{ƛƴƎƭŜǘƻƴύΦ  
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²ŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǳǊ ōȅ wƻōŜǊǘ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ ōȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŦǊƻƳ ΨIƻǊǎŜƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ CǊƻƴǘƛŜǊΩ ōȅ YŜƛth R Binney 

Henrietta Villa was the home of Governor Captain Piper who had a significant impact on the 

development of horse (thoroughbred) racing in the early Colony 
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Antipodes: British Stallions sent to Australia  

By Keith R. Binney for Thoroughbred Heritage. ©Keith R. Binney, 2009. Keith Binney is author of 

Horsemen of the First Frontier (1788-1900) & The Serpents Legacy (Volcanic Productions, 2005) and a 

contributor to Thoroughbred Heritage. 

http://www.tbheritage.com/TurfHallmarks/GoneAbroadf/Antipodes/Antipodes2.html  

 

 

Ψ{ƪŜƭŜǘƻƴΩ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ b{² όмунтύ 

The Influence of British Stallions in Australia 

 

In the period 1788 - 1882, almost 400 stallions were imported to the colony of New South 

Wales, forerunner of the nation of Australia. Yet despite the commercial and practical 

advantages available to Cape of Good Hope and Indian exporters, arising from their much 

shorter shipping distances -- plus a general recognition by early Australian horse breeders 

of the worth of Arab bloodlines -- more than 90% of these imports were English or Irish-

bred thoroughbreds. 

 

 

 

http://www.tbheritage.com/TurfHallmarks/GoneAbroadf/Antipodes/Antipodes2.html
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Colonial Sons of British Sires 

 

From the earliest times, Australian breeders interested in "breeding up" from their mares 

of eastern origin, preferred to use the few English thoroughbred sires available, as even 

Colonial-bred stallions from English sires were naturally of mixed blood. Reputedly, the 

Honourable Thomas Icely's Chancellor (c1826, by Steeltrap (GB) 1815, out of Manto (GB) 

1817) was the first colonial-born, pure thoroughbred stallion, but as he died at just six 

years of age, Chancellor did little as a sire. However, beginning in the early 1840s, pure-

bred colonial sires, such as the famous Sir Hercules (1843, by Cap-a-pie (GB), out of 

Paraguay (GB) by Sir Hercules (GB)), stamped their mark on the Australasian racehorse. Sir 

Hercules' acceptance continued through his sons, particularly Cossack (1846, out of Flora 

McIvor) and Yattendon (1861, out of Cassandra). However, perhaps his most famous 

racehorse son, The Barb (1863, by Sir Hercules (AUS) and out of Fair Ellen), was somewhat 

disappointing as a sire.  

 

Other Colonial pure-bred sires of the early period, such as Waverley (1845, by St. George 

(GB), out of Splendora (GB)), Lawson's Tros (c1844, by Tros (GB), out of Persiani (GB)), and 

Whalebone (1844, by Speculation (GB), out of Paraguay (GB)), were also successful and 

reasonably well patronised. They were followed by Touchstone (1853, by Touchit (GB), 

out of Thetis), Chevalier (1854, by Lawson's Tros, out of Flora McIvor), and William Tell 

(c1855, by William Tell (GB), out of Maid of the Oaks), a full brother to dual Melbourne 

Cup winner Archer (1856). 

 

By 1882, there were a large number of well-bred, Colonial-born, thoroughbred sires 

available. Some of these thoroughbred horses were put to use over station mares to 

upgrade the "Australian Stock Horse," which was to become famous as the "Waler" in 

military circles during the Indian and Boer Wars, as well as the 1st World War in the 

Middle East. Major Australian thoroughbred breeders of the time showed a strong bias 

against using locally-bred stallions, in favour of imported English sires. This preference -- 

or perhaps prejudice -- extended well past the interruptions to English imports due to the 

two World Wars. 

 

Today this bias no longer exists, as confirmed by the fact that Australia's current leading 

sires are both Australian-breds, albeit with large doses of international blood: Redoute's 

Choice (AUS, 1996) by Danehill (USA) (a son of Danzig (USA)), out of Shantha's Choice 

(AUS), and Encosta de Lago (AUS, 1993) by Fairy King (USA) (a son of Northern Dancer 

(CAN)), out of Shoal Creek (AUS). Both Danehill and Fairy King were purchased as yearlings 

in the USA, and were raced and retired to stud in England and Ireland.  

 

With the modern "shuttle stallion" system, Danehill and Fairy King and other superior 

stallions were and currently other superior stallions are flown by airplane to the southern 

hemisphere, after covering mares on northern hemisphere time. Travel time for shuttle 

stallions is 24 to 48 hours, depending on lay-overs, origin and destination -- a blink of the 

eye compared to the journeys faced by their predecessors.  

 

http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Chester.html#Yattendon
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Some Imported British Stallions 

 

Some Important Early Imported Stallions 

From Great Britain, Unless Otherwise Noted 

Imported Horse Sire (Sire of Sire) Importer 

1823 NSW Steeltrap (1815) Scud (Beningbrough) Mr. Aspinall 

c1825 NSW Bay Camerton (1817)  Camerton (Hambletonian) Robt. Lethbridge 

1825 NSW Herald (1819) Marmion (Whiskey) Aust. Ag. Co. 

1826 TAS Peter Fin (1819) Whalebone (Waxy) Capt. Lamb 

1827 NSW Skeleton (1820) (IRE)  Master Robert (Buffer) Alex. Riley 

1828 NSW Rous' Emigrant (1822) Pioneer (Whiskey) 
Capt. Henry 

Rous 

1828 NSW Theorem (1824) Merlin (Castrel)  Henry Rous 

1829 NSW Toss (1822) Bourbon (Sorcerer) Mesrs. Scott 

1830 NSW Trumpet (1827) Tiresias (Soothsayer) W.A. Scott 

1830 NSW Whisker (1828) Whisker (Waxy) Henry Bayley 

1832 TAS Little John (1831) Little John (Octavius) Mr. Henty 

1835 NSW Gratis (1829) Middleton (Phantom) Capt. Daniels 

1835 NSW Velocipede (183-) Velocipede (Blacklock) Capt. Daniels 

1836 NSW Dover (1832) Patron (Partisan) Scott Bros. 

1836 NSW Gil Blas (1834) Muley (Orville) Chas. Roberts 

1836 NSW St. John (1834) St. Nicholas (Emilius) J. Wood 

1837 NSW Operator (1832) Emilius (Orville) Hon. T. Icely 

1838 NSW Lawson's Emigrant (1831) Tramp (Dick Andrews) Wm. Lawson 

http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Beningbrough.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Hambletonian.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricSires/FoundationSires/FoundSiresW.html#Whiskey
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html#Waxy
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricSires/FoundationSires/FoundSiresW.html#Whiskey
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Pantaloon.html#Merlin
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Pantaloon.html#Castrel
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Sorcerer.html#Bourbon
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Sorcerer.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Sorcerer.html#Soothsayer
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whisker.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html#Waxy
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Walton.html#Phantom
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Blacklock.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Blacklock.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Partisan.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Muley.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Orville.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Emilius.html#StNicholas
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Emilius.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Emilius.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Orville.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Tramp.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Tramp.html#DickAndrews
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1839 NSW Bassano (1837) Filho-da-Puta (Haphazard) Robt. Dawson 

1839 NSW Cap-a-pie (1837) The Colonel (Whisker) Henry Kater 

1839 NSW Muleyson (1833) Muley (Orville) Robt. Dawson 

1839 NSW Tros (1822) Priam (Emilius) W.A. Scott 

1842 NSW Boyd's Camel (1838) Camel (Whalebone) Benjamin Boyd 

1842 NSW The Doctor (1840) Physician (Brutandorf) Chas. Smith 

1842 TAS Jersey (1839) Buzzard (Blacklock) Mr. Rose 

1843 NZ Aether (1836) St. Patrick (Walton) Hon. Mr. Petre 

1847 NSW William Tell (1843) Touchstone (Camel) Cooper & Holt 

1849 VIC The Premier (1843) Tory Boy (Tomboy) 
McKnight & 

Irvine 

1854 NSW Warhawk (1848) Epirus (Langar) H.N. Simpson 

1855 SA Muscovado (1851) Sweetmeat (Gladiator) Messrs. Fisher 

1855 SA  South Australian (1850) Cotherstone (Touchstone) Messrs. Fisher 

1856 NSW Cheddar (1850) Cotherstone (Touchstone) Messrs. Busby 

1856 NSW Magus (1853) Pyrrhus the First (Epirus) Cheeke & Tait 

1856 NSW New Warrior (1851) Pyrrhus the First (Epirus) Tait & Jenner 

1857 VIC Indian Warrior (1849) Napier (Gladiator) R.F. Greene 

1857 TAS Peter Wilkins (1853) 
The Flying Dutchman (Bay 

Middleton) 
James Purves 

1857 NSW 
Pitsford (1847) 

 [2,000 Guineas/ 2nd Derby] 
Epirus (Langar) Mylne & Tindal 

1858 VIC Boiardo (1851) Orlando (Touchstone) James Purves 

http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/SirPeterTeazle.htm#Haphazard
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whisker.html#TheColonel
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whisker.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Muley.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Orville.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Priam.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Emilius.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html#Camel
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Blacklock.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Walton.html#StPatrick
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Walton.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Touchstone.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html#Camel
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html#Epirus
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Sweetmeat.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Gladiator.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/GibsideFairy.html#Cotherstone
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Touchstone.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/GibsideFairy.html#Cotherstone
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Touchstone.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html#Pyrrhus
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html#Epirus
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html#Pyrrhus
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html#Epirus
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Gladiator.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/FlyingDutchman.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/BayMiddleton.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/BayMiddleton.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html#Epirus
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Orlando.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Touchstone.html
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1859 VIC Kelpie (1855) Weatherbit (Sheet Anchor) Simpson & Row 

1859 NSW Freetrader (1849) The Sea (Whalebone) 
Gord. 

Sandeman 

1859 NZ The Peer (1855) 
Melbourne (Humphrey 

Clinker) 
E. Moorhouse 

1860 SA 
Fisherman (1853) 

 [Ascot Gold Cup twice] 
Heron (Bustard) Hurtle Fisher 

1860 NSW Lord of the Hills (1854) Touchstone (Camel) Richard Dines 

1860 VIC 
The Hermit (1851) 

 [2,000 Guineas] 
Bay Middleton (Sultan) James Purves 

1861 NSW Kingston (1860) Kingston (Venison) John Lee 

1862 NSW Yelverton (1861) 
Gemma-di-Vergy (Sir 

Hercules) 
Chas. Baldwin 

1867 VIC Snowden (1853) Pyrrhus the First (Epirus) T. Henty 

1869 NSW Grandmaster (1868) Gladiateur (Monarque) Dangar & White 

1871 VIC 

The Marquis (1859) 

 [2,000 Guineas/ St. Leger/ 

2nd Derby] 

Stockwell (The Baron)  Mssrs. Dakin 

1874 NSW 
Hawthornden (1867) 

 [St. Leger] 
Lord Clifden (Newminster) Mssrs. Dangar 

1874 NSW Warlike (1865) Weatherbit (Sheet Anchor) G.C. Tindal 

1874 NSW The Drummer (1866) Rataplan (The Baron) Chas. Baldwin 

1876 SA 
Gang Forward (1870) 

 [2,000 Guineas] 
Stockwell (The Baron) 

Sir Thomas 

Elder 

1878 VIC Musket (1867) Toxophilite (Longbow) 
Auckland Stud 

Co. 

Letters behind import date indicate which country or state horse was imported into, 

although in some cases the horse later moved to another location.  

NZ = New Zealand 

http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Beadsman.html#Weatherbit
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Lottery.html#SheetAnchor
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Melbourne.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Comus.html#HumphreyClinker
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Comus.html#HumphreyClinker
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Pantaloon.html#Bustard
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Touchstone.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html#Camel
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/BayMiddleton.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Sultan.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Kingston.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Venison.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/SirHercules.html#Gemma
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/SirHercules.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/SirHercules.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html#Pyrrhus
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Langar.html#Epirus
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Gladiateur.html#Grandmaster
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Gladiateur.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Monarque.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Stockwell.html#TheMarquis
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Stockwell.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/TheBaron.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/LordClifden.html#Hawthornden
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/LordClifden.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Newminster.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Beadsman.html#Weatherbit
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Lottery.html#SheetAnchor
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Pocahontas.html#PocRataplan
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/TheBaron.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Stockwell.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/TheBaron.html
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NSW = New South Wales (Australia) 

TAS = Tasmania (Australia) 

SA = South Australia (Australia) 

VIC = Victoria (Australia) 

 

 

Musket (3) imp 

Brown Horse, 1867, by Toxopholite ς half-ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tŜŜƭΩǎ ŘŀƳΦ ²ƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎŎƻǘ {ǘŀƪŜǎΣ 

and 9 of his 11 races. Imported to New Zealand in 1878. Sire of Carbine, Trenton, Hotchkiss, 

Nordenfeldt, Maxim, Martini- Henri etc. Died in 1885. From a painting of the horse, at the age of 18 

years, in possession of the artist (Martin Stainforth). 
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Colonial Foundation Mares 

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonFoundMares.html  

New Research Affects Traditional Organization of Female Lines  

In the August 2002 edition of the journal Animal Genetics, Dr Emmeline Hill and her colleagues at 

the Smurfit Institute of Genetics, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland, published "History and Integrity of 

Thoroughbred Dam Lines Revealed in Equine mtDNA Variation," a ground-breaking study that 

changes much of what we thought we knew about the early history of the thoroughbred, and that 

affects the pedigrees virtually every thoroughbred now living. The study examined pedigrees of 

horses associated with the English Foundation Mares, and does not address the other families, but it 

is highly likely further genetic research will have an impact on these families as well. The original 

article and a discussion of how the analysis of mtDNA in thoroughbred horses has affected the 

traditional Lowe families are in the Genetics section. These are female families which had proved 

themselves, but were ineligible for inclusion in Stud Books as they were not traceable to a mare in 

the General Stud Book.  

 

Early Australian horse races, like their English counterparts, focused on endurance, with two or three 

mile heats run one-half hour apart; up until 1870 or so, racehorses could be asked to run a total of 

nine miles within an hour's time. Many of these horses were of part Arabian, part Thoroughbred, or 

Anglo-Arab breeding.  

 

The Colonial taproot mares were imported over a long span of time, from 1818 to the 1870s. 

Beginning around 1820, at first sporadically, and then with increasing frequency, especially after 

1870, "pure" thoroughbred mares were brought into Australasia, primarily from England, and the 

use of imported non-throughbred mares declined. But by then, the Colonial mares had established a 

number of speedy and durable families that excelled on the race course. The Australian and New 

Zealand Stud Books recognise and accept some of these families, and they have been numbered in 

The Family Tables of Racehorses.  

 

Many of these families include early imported Arabian influence in the sire line. The oldest of the 

families is C15, Cariboo (in New Zealand, Myrtle), named for a mare born between 1812-1815, by an 

Arabian called (Old) Hector, who was imported into Sydney from Calcutta in 1806, from a daughter 

of an imported English or Cape-bred stallion named Rockingham, purported to be a thoroughbred 

grandson of the stallion by the same name in England. The Rockingham mare's dam was one of the 

so-called Cape Mares--mares who arrived on the ship Brittania in 1795, from either South Africa or 

India.  

 

Several other mares in this group of foundation mares were almost certainly thoroughbred, but their 

pedigrees were either lost or otherwise considered unprovable. Among these was Cutty Sark (C3) 

who arrived in Sydney in 1826, along with the mare Spaewife, the latter's pedigree was confirmed 

and she is entered in the GSB, but Cutty Sark's pedigree, despite many efforts, could not be traced 

effectively. The Betty family (C10) derived from a "pure" English mare named Old Betty, imported 

prior to 1818 by an early colonist, D'Arcy Wentworth, a distant relative of the renowned early 

thoroughbred breeders in England, the Wentworth and D'Arcy families. 

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonFoundMares.html
http://www.tcd.ie/Genetics/
http://www.tbheritage.com/GeneticMarkers/mtdnaintbdamlines.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/GeneticMarkers/mtdnaintbdamlines.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/GenMarkers.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C15.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C3.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C10.html
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A number of mares of untraceable descent in this group were bred and owned by individuals who 

created thoroughbred breeding and racing in Australia and New Zealand. Their progeny often 

became top stakes winners. Some of the families are still well-represented on the turf today, in 

Australia, New Zealand, and in other countries.  

 

In addition to the mares listed in the Family Tables of Racehorses, numbered C-1 through C-36, there 

were many, many mares who established long or short-lived families in Australia and New Zealand. 

Most are now extinct, but some continue to produce good winners. In the Australian Stud Book they 

are noted as "NSB" (non-stud book) or "NTB" (non-thoroughbred). These families were identified in 

detail, and each family numbered, in The Australasian Racehorse, by New Zealand Racing 

Conference secretary W.H.E. Wanklyn, and updated by turf writer A.F. Howarth ("Blair Athol") in 

1949. After that, Douglas Barrie selected and re-numbered what he perceived to be the most 

significant colonial families in The Australian Bloodhorse (1956). The present, univerally-adopted 

system is based on the most recent compilation of The Family Tables of Racehorses, compiled by 

Toru Shirai (Japan: Thoroughbred Pedigree Center, 1990).  

 

In Volume 23 (1950-1952) of the Australian Stud Book, nineteen Colonial families were officially 

accepted into the stud book. The relevant excerpt can be viewed here. A more general discussion of 

the role of non-stud book mares is included in Michael Ford's History of the Australian Stud Book.  

 

Principal Sources Used in the Compilation of this Section  

 

The Australian Bloodhorse by Douglas Barrie (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1956) 

The Australasian Racehorse by W.H.E. Wanklyn, ed. A.F. Howarth (Christchurch: Christchurch Press 

Co. Ltd., 1959) 

The History of Australian Thoroughbred Racing by Harold Freedman and Andrew Lemon (Victoria: 

Classic Reproductions, 1987) 

Horsemen of the First Frontier (1788-1900) and The Serpents Legacy by Keith R. Binney (Australia: 

Volcanic Productions, 2006) 

Tapestry of the Turf: The History of New Zealand Racing 1840-1987, by John Costello and Pat 

Finnegan (Auckland: MOA Publications Ltd., 1988) 

Thoroughbred Sires of Australia and New Zealand, by W.J. McFadden (Sydney: Angus & Robertson 

Ltd., n.d.)  

Special Thanks to Richard Davis, Keith Binney, and the Australian Stud Book for additional assistance 

CLICK on the Family Name to View History and Descent Line 

 

C1. SAPPHO (18--)  

(Grey. By Marquis out of mare by Zohrab. Bred by John Lee of Bathurst NSW. )  

One of the most numerous and successful colonial families in Australia, through Saphho the 

Younger. Notable descendants: Etra Weenie (1889), Diffidence (1865), Kingsborough (1871), 

Lawrence (1940), Lecturer, Meriwee, Powerscourt  

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/ASB.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Breeders/AUS/ASB.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C1.html
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C2. YATTERINA (1865)  

(By Yattendon - Koh-I-noor by Vanguard, Kate by Gratis*, Flirt by Steeltrap*, Brunette by 

Camerton*)  

Still successful in New Zealand. Notable descendants: Chatspa (1942), Constant Lady, Fusilier, 

General Soult, Jalna (1955), Linmarch (1930), Matchlock, Queen March (1920), Salutation, Te Kara 

(1918)  

 

C3. CUTTY SARK (imp. 1826)   

(Chestnut. Pedigree Unknown. Imported into NSW from England in 1826, along with Spaewife*, 

Peter Fin* and Prince Regent. New Zealand Stud Book calls this family Ouida (1879, by Yattendon))   

Notable descendants: Archer (1856), Artillery, Dalray, The Barb (1863), Star Stranger  
 

 

C4. GIPSY (1840)   

(Black. By Emigrant. Her dam said to be by Bay Camerton* from a Steeltrap* mare. Bred in NSW by 

Charles Smith and sent to New Zealand in 1844.)   

Successful in the second half of the 19th century, still has descendants on both sides of the 

Tasman. Notable descendants: Azecena, Calumny (1869), Defamation, Envy, Gipsy King, Leonara, 

Manton (1885)   

 

C5. DINAH (1844)   

(Bay. Reputed to be by Gratis* out of a mare by Rous' Emigrant*, mare by Bay Camerton*. Bred in 

NSW, taken overland to Melbourne from Sydney "with a mob of horses.")   

Notable descendants: Briseis (1873), Caspian, Ebor, Eleanor, Mermaid, *Newhaven (1893), Sea 

Spray  

 

C6. ADELINE (186-)   

(By Kingston* from a mare by William Tell, from Lucy by Marquis, from mare by Nimrod. Bred in 

NSW.)   

Notable descendants: *Amiable, Eracre, Glenacre, Kuvera, Oakleigh, Shakuni, Star Affair 
 

 

C7. BLACK SWAN (1874)   

(By Yattendon out of Maid of the Lake (pedigree unknown; bred at Ravensworth NSW by Captain 

Bourn Russell), NSW.)   

Notable descendants: Denacre, Dividend (1901), Heros, Lady Trenton, Lord Cardigan (1900), Lord 
 

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C2.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C3.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C4.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C5.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C6.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C7.html


37 
 

Nolan, Peter, Rainbird (1941) 

 

C8. LILLA (1856)   

(By New Chum out of Eva by Young Marquis, mare by The Gardener, mare by Toss*. Bred by 

William Lee in NSW)   

Notable descendants: Acre (1914), All Love (1938), Blue Era (1958), Cunnamulla, Ibex (1898), 

Javelin, Maltine (1904), Stromboli, Woodlands  

 

C9. THE YOUNG ENGLISH MARE (c.1845)   

(By Camerton* out of The English Mare*, an imported mare of unknown pedigree)  
 

Notable descendants: Governess, Kalo, Normanby, Pugilist, Randwick, Young Marquis  
 

 

C10. BETTY (c. 1829)   

(By (Old) Hector) out of Old Betty*, an imported English mare. Bred in NSW.)  
 

A successful and prolific Australasian racing family, primarily stayers. Notable descendants: Balfour, 

Bargo, De la Salle, Favo, Highborn, Rego Lad, The Assyrian, Togo   

 

C11. BELHARI (1861)   

(By Indian Warrior* out of Blink Bonny by Egremont, Mrs. Burt by Snoozer*. Bred in Victoria. )  
 

Descendants throughout Australasia, but primarily in eastern NSW. Notable descendants: 

Bundoora, Lord Acre, Scotland, Skirmisher  

 

C12. CONTESSA (1869)   

(By Gemma di Vergy out of a mare by Euclid, Messenger by Satellite* (arabian). Bred by C.G. Tindal 

of Grafton, NSW)   

Notable descendants: Binnia (1902), Lochano, Marvel Loch, Noreen, Strathroy  
 

 

C13. EMPRESS (c. 1875)   

(By Tamerlane out of Kerosene by Pioneer*. Bred in QLD.)  
 

Notable descendants: Alexis, Czarina, Realm, Stralia  
 

 

C14. HERIS (c.1872)   

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C8.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C9.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C10.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C11.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C12.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C13.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C14.html
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(By Gemma di Vergy out of Lady of the Lake by Cheddar*, Ladylike by New Warrior*. Bred in NSW)  
 

Notable descendants: Famous (1899), Giru, Gravity, Virtu (1903)  
 

 

C15. CARIBOO (c.1813)   

(By Hector* out of mare by Rockingham*. A branch of what is sometimes called the Myrtle Family 

(1869))   

Notable descendants: Acrasia, Blarney Stone, Blue Cross, Cerise and Blue, Jorrocks (1833), Little 

Bernie, Marvel (1886)   

 

C16. STEELTRAP MARE (c.1834)   

(Chestnut. By Steeltrap* out of unknown mare; also known as Col. Wrenche's chestnut mare. Bred 

in NSW)   

Notable descendants: Bylong, Donald (1921), Phoebe, Secundus, Spear Chief (1943), Spear Vale, 

Stanley, Sweetmeat (1875), Triton, Zulu (1877)   

 

C17. SHARKIE (c. 1846)   

(Bay. By Riddlesworth out of an imported mare of unknown pedigree)  
 

Notable descendants: Advance (1896), Beaulivre (1936), Diabolo, Fishhook, Ma Cherie, Silver Link 

(1915), Whaitiri   

 

C18. MISS ROWE (1835)   

(Bay. By Sir Hercules out of Miss Millar by Wanderer*, a mare by an arabian)  
 

Notable descendants: Ariel, Lady Scholar, Omega, Peeress (1865), Vagabond (1914), Venus, Transit  
 

 

C19. JOSEPHINE (1869)   

(Bay. By Boiardo* out of Wano by Cossack, Fair Helen by Rous' Emigrant*. Bred near Melbourne, 

Victoria)   

Through daughter Brassolis, established a successful New Zealand family still producing classic 

winners. Notable descendants: Fluency, Gay Ballerina (1926), La Gloria, La Moderne, Los Angeles 

(1904), Nonette (1898), Travel Boy (1956)   

 

C20. SYBIL (1855)   

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C15.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C16.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C17.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C18.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C19.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C20.html
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(Bay. By Riddlesworth* out of mare (c.1845) by Aether*, from a NSW mare of unknown pedigree)  
 

Notable descendants: Concentrate, Equitas, Lady Christine, Oratory, Oratress, Oratrix  
 

 

C21. SYLPH (1865)   

(Bay. By Impudence out of Creeping Jane by Plenipo (arabian). Bred in VIC. Family of Irish Queen 

and Elvo, through whom latter day winners descend)   

Notable descendants: Bacchus, Caesar (1934), Fidelity, Crusader, Irish Queen, Sal Volatile, Sedition  
 

 

C22. MUSKET MAID (18--)   

(By Musket* out of Miss Ariel by Dainty Ariel, mare by Pacific*. Bred in New Zealand)  
 

Notable descendants: Master Soult (1905), Prince Soult, Sutala, Waiuku (NZ, 1890) 
 

 

C23. WINNIE (1878)   

(By Kingfisher out of Dolly Varden by Pacific*, Brunette by Von Tromp. Bred in New Zealand)  
 

Notable descendants: Cheval de Volee (1933), Coleridge (1952), Gwilliam G, Kakama, Miss 

Winsome, Neenah   

 

C24. BEATRICE (1862)   

(By Pitsford*, Lucretia by St. John*, from a mare bred by Mr. G. Rouse. Known in Australia as the 

Beatrice Family, with branches descending from two daughters, Sound (1877) and Laverna)   

Notable descendants: Cyclone, Katanga (1936), Marauder, Mollison (1925), Molly's Robe, 

Megaphone, Vaccine   

 

C25. DUDU (1846)   

(Bay. Imported parents of unknown breeding. Bred in NSW and sent to New Zealand)  
 

Notable descendants: Adelaide, Asteroid, Lottie, Maheno, Mystificaiton, Quadroon 
 

 

C26. MOTH (1847)   

(Bay. By Boyd's Camel* out of Miss Foote by Herald*, Yellow Jenny by Model* (arabian), mare by 

(Old) Hector*, mare imported from Cape of Good Hope)   

Notable descendants: Atlantic (1875), Brigadier, Crackshot (1887), Irish Note (1940), Ladybird 

(1858), Pink Terrace, St. James   

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C21.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C22.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C23.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C24.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C25.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C26.html
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C27. SLANDER (1836)   

(Bay. By Traducer* out of Annie Laurie by Cap-A-Pie*, Bell Brand believed to be by Dover*, Sophy 

by Skilhinda, Sally Brass by Langtonian, Kitty by Bay Camerton*. Bred in Canterbury, New Zealand)   

Notable descendants: Billingsgate, Englefield, Foul Shot, Speculation, St. Paul (1893)  
 

 

C28. WOODSTOCK (18--)   

(Chestnut. By Theorem* out of an English thoroughbred mare of unknown breeding)  
 

A successful New Zealand family. Notable descendants: Heiress, Roman Consul (1962), Sinking 

Fund, Tiresome, Toxeuma, Wolverine   

 

C29. PERI (1841)   

(Bay. By Gratis* out of Aspic by Satellite* (arabian). Bred in NSW.)  
 

Now extinct. Notable descendants: Regno (1859), Tarragon (1858), Veno (1849), Warrior 
 

 

C30. BLACK BESS (AUSTIN'S) (c.1830)   

(Pedigree unknown. Bred in NSW and sent to VIC in 1841)  
 

Now extinct. Notable descendants: Fortunatus (1888), Imperial (1869)  
 

 

C31. JEWESS (18--)   

(By Marquis out of an arabian mare whose parents were imported by the A.A. Co. in 1835. In the 

stud of James and John Lee)   

Notable descendants: Democrat, Easingwold (1918), Frisco (1883), Regina, Sydney, The Duke  
 

 

C32. FAIR ELLEN (1850)   

(Grey. By Rory O'More* out of Camarine by Forester, Faintail by The Caliph* (arabian). Bred in 

Victoria)   

Notable descendants: Freestone (1861), Lady Ellen, Toryboy (1857)  
 

 

C33. QUEEN OF CLUBS (18--)   

(By Cossack out of Queen of Hearts by Dover*)  
 

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C27.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C28.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C29.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C30.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C31.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C32.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C33.html
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Now extinct. Notable descendants: Glencoe (1864), Glentilt (1880), Loftus (1787), Meteor (18--)  
 

 

C34. SPRAY (1850)   

(Chestnut. By Donizetti* out of Lady Anne by Whisker*, mare by Tros*, arabian mare. Bred in NSW 

and sent to New Zealand)   

Highly successful family in mid 19th century. Notable descendants: Bell of the Isle, British Lion, 

Flying Jib, Scud, Stormbird, Templeton   

 

C35. BELLA (c. 1850)   

(A purebred arabian imported into New Zealand from NSW by Major Durie)  
 

Notable descendants: Castashore (1892), Elsa (1873), Top Rank  
 

 

C36. ROSEBUD (1850)   

(Chestnut. By Il Barbiere out of a mare bred in NSW and imported into NZ without pedigree)  
 

Notable descendants: Black Rose, Chancellor, Gold Salute (1936), Palisade, Otto, Peronilla, Star 

Rose   

 

NSB. PRINCESS (18--)   

(Chestnut. By Gratis*, out of Roan Kit by Stride*, out of Cleodora by Hector [arabian])  
 

Notable descendants: Opera (1860), Tambourini (1868), Resolution (1880), Bisox (1922), Refresher 

(1926)   

 

NSB. FINESSE (1849)   

(Brown. By Tros*, out of Polly by Baron, out of an arabian mare)  
 

Notable descendants: Revoke (1857), Trump Card (1974), Piuthair (1922)  
 

 

NSB. FLIRT (1849)   

(By New Warrior, out of Dozey by Bookworm, out of a mare by Cap-a-Pie, out of a mare by Bay 

Camerton)   

Notable descendants: Vanitas (1891), Dandy (1895), Lady Ruenalf (1904), Dame Acre (1913), 

Eastcourt (1913)   

 
 

http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C34.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C35.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C36.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/Princess.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/Finesse.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/Flirt.html
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NSB. MARITANA (1849)  

(Bay. By Traducer, out of Hypatia by Nutwith, out of Phyllis by Gratis)  
 

Notable descendants: Maritana (1870), Don Caesar (1886)  

 

Colonial Family Quick Links  

 #1  #2  #3  #4  

#5  #6  #7  #8  

#9  #10  #11  #12  

#13  #14  #15  #16  

#17  #18  #19  #20  

#21  #22  #23  #24  

#25  #26  #27  #28  

#29  #30  #31  #32  

#33  #34  #35  #36  

NSB: Princess  NSB: Finesse  

NSB: Maritana  NSB: Flirt  
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http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C6.html
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http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C26.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C27.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/HistoricDams/ColonMares/C28.html
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Bijou 

Bijou was bred in New South Wales about 1830-5. Got by Theorem (imp) ς Iris (stud-bred India), by 

Benedick-Arab mare. Benedick was imported to India from England, and was a son of 

Remembrancer. Iris was imported to New South Wales by Captain Rous in the frigate Rainbow about 

1828. 
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Shipping Horses to the Antipodes 

By Keith R. Binney for Thoroughbred Heritage. ©Keith R. Binney, 2009. Keith Binney is author of 

Horsemen of the First Frontier (1788-1900) & The Serpents Legacy (Volcanic Productions, 2005) and a 

contributor to Thoroughbred Heritage. 

http://www.tbheritage.com/TurfHallmarks/GoneAbroadf/Antipodes/Antipodes.html  

 

Sydney harbour: horses being loaded onto a Royal Navy frigate for shipment to India, 1844. 

Painting by F. Garling. 
 

 

http://www.tbheritage.com/TurfHallmarks/GoneAbroadf/Antipodes/Antipodes.html
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In the 18th and 19th centuries, the time taken for voyages on sailing ships from England to the east 

coast of America, vis-a-vis those to the Antipodes, do not bear a true comparison. The direct 

shipping route from Southampton to New York is listed as 3,091 nautical miles. From Southampton 

to Sydney, Australia, via Cape Town was 12,385 miles, with a further 1,233 miles from Sydney to 

Wellington, New Zealand. 

 

But sailing ships, dependent on wind power, were unable to take a direct route. For example, 

Captain Arthur Phillip's First Fleet left Spithead (England) on 13th May 1787, and sailed in a slow 

sweep down the coast of North Africa, to pick up the favourable trade winds, then crossed the 

Atlantic Ocean to Rio de Janeiro in South America. From Rio, the ships drifted back across the South 

Atlantic Ocean, and on 13th October, 1787, five months after leaving England, the expedition 

reached the Dutch settlement at Cape Town (the tip of South Africa). Following their stay of a month 

in Cape Town, the First Fleet sailed for Botany Bay, New South Wales (Australia), arriving on 19th 

January 1788, to complete a journey of at least 16,000 miles in eight months. The Fleet loaded nine 

"Cape" horses at Cape Town, and safely landed them at Port Jackson upon completion of the two 

month long, last leg of the voyage, but horses sent from England would endure a far longer journey. 

While the First Fleet did not carry any thoroughbreds from England, the onerous task of shipping 

horses from Britain, keeping them healthy, and safely landing them after such a long journey, is 

obvious. Nevertheless, a British coach horse stallion, Northumberland, arrived in Sydney from 

England in the early 19th century (1802). This horse, together with imports from Cape Town -- 

Rockingham and Washington, both likely to have been part-thoroughbred -- plus several Arab 

stallions from India, when put over "coarse" mares from Cape Town and Calcutta, resulted in a 

steady improvement of the early colonial bloodhorse.  

 

From the 1830s onwards, a regular trickle of thoroughbred stallions arrived in Australia from Great 

Britain, despite a journey of at least four or five months, even for the faster clipper sailing ships and 

early steamships of the mid-nineteenth century. That most of the horses survived can be put down 

to several factors, including: 

 

*There were very small numbers of these valuable horses in any one shipment. They had close, 

often individual, attention to their needs from dedicated stablehands. 

 

*Changes were made in a horse's diet before shipment: grain and green grass were removed from 

their foodstuffs, replaced with liberal amounts of hay, plus carrots and bran, along with an unlimited 

supply of potable water. 

 

*Onshore stabling before shipment introduced a horse to the specially fitted boxes or horse stalls 

onboard the vessel. These boxes had adjustable walls that restricted movement in bad weather; 

combined with slings, horses were secured against undue buffeting when a ship was rolling. Boxes 

were also fitted with removable cocoanut -- or similar -- matting to prevent slipping, and allow 

horses a padded surface to lie upon when the boxes were extended during good weather. These 

specialised merchant ships also provided adequate ventilation, access for mucking out and feeding, 

and exercise facilities. 



46 
 

 

The Prince of Wales and ceremonial horses were sent to India and Australia to celebrate Queen 

Victoria's appointment as Empress of India in September of 1875; the transport was the HMS 

Serapis, a Royal Navy troopship. By this time, a trip by steamship -- versus sailing vessel -- had 

reduced the time to India to about 70 days. Above: Horses being exercised aboard ship. Below: The 

Prince's stable manager inspecting the horses; note the ventilated stall fronts 

Perilous and Deadly 

 

Despite precautions, the loss of some blood horses and thoroughbreds on long voyages was 

inevitable, and while records are scanty, this fact is confirmed by newspaper references of the time. 

Even horses making the ten to twelve week trip (by sail) from India were not immune. In 1804, the 

Lady Barlow sailed from Bengal with 202 head of cattle and a "fine Arab horse" on board. During a 

stormy voyage, one third of the cattle died, and the Arab stallion expired as the ship entered Sydney 

harbour. A similar fate was in store for one of John Hooke's horses. The Hooke family from England 

arrived at Port Jackson, Sydney, in John Hooke's brig Courier on 1st March 1828. His British-bred 

thoroughbred stallion, Chilton (1820, by Old Chilton, out of Arcadia) was safely landed. However, 

Hooke was not as fortunate with his 800 guinea carriage stallion, which died within sight of land at 

Sydney Heads. 

 

In 1829, James Henty bought four racehorses from the (3rd) Earl of Egremont, a noted British 

breeder. All were intended for the new West Australia colony at Swan River (now the City of Perth). 

During the latter part of the four month voyage of the Caroline, which sailed to Perth via Brazil, 

around treacherous Cape Horn, and across the stormy Southern Ocean, she struck wild gales and 

huge seas. As a result, the accompanying groom was forced to reduce the width of his stalls and set 

up slings to protect his costly charges. Three of the four horses survived the remorseless buffetings. 

These were the full sisters Merino (1826) and Petworth (1825) (by Whalebone, out of Vicarage by 

Octavius), and Young Wanderer (1826, by Sir John - Ogress, by Octavius). But, as Jane Roberts 

recorded in Two Years at Sea, a London-published diary of her time in Perth and Tasmania, "...a 

valuable horse on board was so badly bruised from being thrown about in its wooden 'horse house' 

during a storm, it soon died of its injuries." This was the mare Canopy.  

http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Whalebone.html
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Precious Cargo 

 

On August 8th 1842, William Pomeroy Green sailed from Plymouth with his family, crew, and 

livestock in the chartered ship Sarah. His four horses, tended by a "Head Groom, Second Groom and 

a useful boy" were the thorougbreds Rory O'More (Birdcatcher - Nora Creina's dam), and Nora 

Creina (Sir Edward Codrington - mare by Drone); a hunter, named Pickwick, and a "favourite mare," 

Taglioni. In his diary, under a September entry, Green records: "My horses are doing well. I take 

them to the main hatch every day that is fine, and give them the height of grooming and salt water 

washing." Although there were several gales on the passage, and parts of the ship's bulwarks were 

washed away, the precious cargo arrived safely at Port Phillip, Melbourne, on the first day of 

December. This voyage illustrates the advantages of keeping the number of horses low, and the 

number of attendants high. 

 

Another ship carrying valuable thoroughbreds -- the stallion Traducer and equally famous mare 

Mermaid (dam of Lurline and Le Loup), Tom King, Leotard, Tomiris, and one other mare -- set sail on 

the 1st of January 1862 from England. The English-born, French-based horseman, W.C. Webb, was 

hired by their purchaser, Lancelot Walker, of Canterbury, New Zealand, to take charge of the horses 

during the voyage: 

"The ship they came on was the Kensington, a sailing vessel, and the voyage, which included a 

stoppage at the Cape for a week, was an eventful and a long one, occupying from New Year's Day to 

June 21st, 1862. Several times it was contemplated putting some of the horses overboard, in such a 

weak condition they had got. Indeed, Mr. Walker despaired of landing them; but Mr. Innes, of Harris 

and Innes, who had on board a Clydesdale stallion, Lord Fergus, was more hopeful, and as a matter 

of fact, bought the lot from Mr. Walker a few days off port. Mr. Webb remained in charge until the 

horses were sold." [Extract from Men of Mark in the World of Sport in New Zealand, by J. Chadwick, 

Auckland, 1906]  

Regional Disasters 

 

Even the short Australian coastal shipping routes provided their share of early shipwrecks and 

consequent horse deaths. On 5th August 1859, the steamer Admella left Adelaide, bound for 

Melbourne, where the first Australian Champion Sweepstakes to determine the fastest horse in the 

country was to be held on 1st October 1859. The Admella carried 87 passengers, a crew of 26, plus 

cargo, including three racehorses and three stallions. The two Sweepstakes' entrants, from South 

Australia, were Jupiter and The Barber, while the third racehorse was South Australia's champion 

steeplechaser, The Shamrock. 

http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Birdcatcher.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Traducer.html
http://www.tbheritage.com/Portraits/Traducer.html#Lurline
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1859 painting of the wreck of the Admella by James Shaw; horse battling the surf can be seen to the 

left. While the exact location of the horse may be speculative, Shaw's depiction of the Admella, 

which hung for months on the rocks and was seen by Shaw, is accurate. 

In the early hours of Saturday 6th August, 1859, in heavy fog the Admella grounded on the 
Carpenter Rocks at Cape Northumberland. The shipwreck cost 89 human lives, but remarkably The 
Barber and The Shamrock struggled ashore. Unfortunately, the latter broke a leg and had to be 
destroyed, but ten days later The Barber was found in scrub land and was later able to take his place 
in the Australian Champion Sweepstakes field. 
 
On 11th September 1876, nine racehorses died when the steamship City of Melbourne ran into a 
heavy storm on its way from Sydney to Melbourne for that year's Cup. They included Eros, a 
Gwendoline filly, Poacher, Burgundy, Nemesis, Sovereign, Etoile du Matin, and the greatest loss of 
all: Etienne de Mestre's race favourite, Robin Hood. Only two horses survived the on-deck carnage, 
Redwood, and a Chrysolite colt, later named Robinson Crusoe, which went on to become a 
successful racehorse and sire. 
 
Perhaps the worst shipping disaster for early horse exports from Australia was a shipment of 
"walers" despatched from Sydney to India on the Hyderabad on 26th April 1845. The 118 horses 
destined for the British Army in India were all drowned when the ship struck a rock 100 miles of 
Cape York. Fortunately, there was no loss of human life.  
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Hon James White  http://oa.anu.edu.au/obituary/white-james-4837  

There remains little doubt that the leviathan behemoth Hon James White MLA was the most 

visionary and important Hunter Valley thoroughbred breeder during the latter part of the 19th 

century. Although his main thoroughbred breeding enterprise was based at historic Kirkham Stud, 

Narellan the Hon James White had widespread influence via his vast pastoral interests throughout 

the Upper Hunter and beyond. This included breeding thoroughbred horses at Segenhoe. 

 

White, James (1828ς1890) 

by Martha Rutledge 

This article was published in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 6, (MUP), 1976 

James White, 1890 

James White (1828-1890), pastoralist and racehorse owner and breeder, was born on 19 July 1828 at 
Stroud, New South Wales, eldest son of James White and his wife Sarah, née Crossman. His father 
had arrived in Sydney on 24 July 1826 in the Fairfield as an overseer for the Australian Agricultural 
Co., and acquired land in the Hunter River district including Edinglassie, near Muswellbrook. James 
was educated at The King's School, Parramatta, and by Rev. John Gregor at West Maitland. In 1842 
his father died leaving goods valued for probate at £15,000 and real estate, to be divided equally 
among his seven sons and two daughters. James returned home to manage Edinglassie, Timor, and 
Boorrooma on the Barwon River. 

In partnership with his brothers Francis and George, James leased Belltrees, near Scone, from 
William Charles Wentworth in 1848, bought it in 1853 and later added the adjoining Waverley 
station. From 1848 they acquired other freehold property in the Hunter River district including 
Merton and Dalswinton. About 1860 White bought the freehold estate, Martindale, near 
Muswellbrook, where he lived in the 1860s and made well known for fattening cattle. He was a 
magistrate and in 1864 a sheep director for Merriwa. 

http://oa.anu.edu.au/obituary/white-james-4837
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biographies/author/?author=3256
http://adb.anu.edu.au/about-us/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/gregor-john-2121
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/wentworth-william-charles-2782
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In December White was elected by a large majority to the Legislative Assembly for the Upper 
Hunter, despite abuse from his opponent Thomas Dangar. In favour of free selection, railway 
expansion and taxes on luxuries, he confessed himself 'not quite equal to grapple' with the 
education question. On 8 May 1868 he resigned from parliament and visited England and the United 
States of America; while in England he and his brothers bought Segenhoe in the Hunter Valley. Soon 
after his return, he was defeated for the Upper Hunter by John Mildred Creed. 

About 1873 White bought Cranbrook, Rose Bay, from the estate of Robert Towns and engaged John 
Horbury Hunt to carry out large extensions. He filled it with 'costly art treasures': European porcelain 
and pictures by Italian, German and English artists. 

In 1875 he sold Martindale to his brother Edward in consideration of an annuity of £5000 to himself 
and £2500 to his wife. On 14 July 1874 he was appointed to the Legislative Council; next year he was 
elected to the local Royal Society and became a founding member of the Linnaean Society of New 
South Wales. A representative commissioner for New South Wales at the Philadelphia International 
Exhibition in 1876, he was also a commissioner for the exhibitions in Paris (1878) and Melbourne 
(1880) and the Colonial and Indian Exhibition, London (1886). In the 1880s he was a vice-president of 
the Agricultural Society of New South Wales, the Horticultural Society of New South Wales and the 
Union Club, a committee-man of the Animals' Protection Society of New South Wales, a member of 
the Warrigal Club and a director and sometime chairman of the Mercantile Bank of Sydney. 

A long-time committee-man of the Australian Jockey Club, White was chairman in 1880 and 1883-90 
and did much to promote racing. His first two horses were Goulburn and Hotspur, steeplechasers 
which won many cross-country races. In the mid-1870s he bought Kirkham, near Camden, where 
Hunt built him two houses, one a 'French inspired fairy castle'. Kirkham became his main horse-stud, 
although he also bred horses at Segenhoe and paid high prices for promising youngsters, such as 
1200 guineas for Martini Henry. He also built the lavish Newmarket Stables at Randwick where his 
horses were trained by Michael Fennelly (d.1887) and later by Tom Payten. In 1876 White bought 
Chester from Edward Cox and next year began a sensational twelve-year career on the turf when 
Chester won the Victoria Racing Club's Derby-Melbourne Cup double; the stallion had 19 wins from 
29 starts and was only 3 times unplaced before becoming top sire. White won five A.J.C. Derbys in 
1884-89, five A.J.C. Sires' Produce Stakes in 1885-90, five V.R.C. St Legers in 1886-90 and six V.R.C. 
Derbys in 1877-90, among most other important races. Out of 302 rides for him Tom Hales rode 137 
winners. White's other great horses included Martini Henry, winner of the Victoria Derby-Melbourne 
Cup double; Abercorn, who raced against Carbine and whose wins included the A.J.C. Sires' Produce 
Stakes and the A.J.C. Derby (1887), the Australasian Champion Stakes and A.J.C. St Leger (1888) and 
the Metropolitan (1889); Democrat, winner of the Sydney Cup-Metropolitan double (1878); and 
Derby winners Nordenfeldt, Trident, Ensign, Dreadnought and Singapore. Possessed of 'the most 
consummate judgment in all matters of breeding, training, and racing thoroughbred horses', he was 
reputed to have collected over £121,000 in stakes from 66 horses winning 252 races. White was also 
a heavy punter and reputedly won £25,000 on Martini Henry's double, but was popular with the 
racing public as he never tried to bluff them. He planned to win the Epsom Derby and bred three 
colts by Chester to English time. In England they were supervised by Septimus Alfred Stephen but 
only Kirkham carried White's pale blue and white colours in Sainfoin's Derby in 1890 and was 
unplaced. He sent another contingent to England next year. 

Early in 1890 White retired as chairman of the A.J.C. and in April sold most of his racehorses for 
some 16,745 guineas, Titan bringing the record price of 4600 guineas. In 1889 he had given twenty 
blood mares to his nephews at Belltrees. He died of heart disease at Cranbrook on 13 July 1890 and 
was buried in the Anglican section of Waverley cemetery. He was survived by his wife Emily 
Elizabeth, daughter of James Arndell, whom he had married at Merton, New South Wales, on 9 July 
1856; she shared his love of racing. His estate was valued for probate at almost £350,000 and willed 
to his brothers, nephews, and his wife who inherited Cranbrook, Kirkham, £5000 and an annuity of 
£2500.  

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/creed-john-mildred-3287
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/towns-robert-4741
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hunt-john-horbury-3822
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hunt-john-horbury-3822
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/payten-thomas-tom-7992
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/cox-edward-king-3278
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hales-thomas-tom-3691
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stephen-septimus-alfred-1284
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On 4 August 1896 at the Woollahra Presbyterian Church Emily White married Captain William Scott, 
M.R.C.V.S., aged 37 and principal veterinary surgeon in the New South Wales Defence Forces; she 
died on 28 October 1897 at Melrose, Roxburghshire, Scotland. 

White's brother Francis (1830-1875) was born at Ravensworth, New South Wales, on 21 April 1830. 
Educated at Maitland by Gregor and Rev. Thomas Aitken he qualified as a surveyor before returning 
to Edinglassie. On 6 July 1853 he married Mary Hannah Cobb of Anambah, and lived at Belltrees for 
ten years before settling at Edinglassie, his share of his father's estate. Genial and generous he was 
'a principal mover in all public matters' in Muswellbrook, where he was chairman of the bench of 
magistrates and president of the hospital board and the agricultural society. In 1875 he was elected 
to the Legislative Assembly for the Upper Hunter but died suddenly of fever at Edinglassie on 4 May. 
He was survived by his wife, a daughter and six sons, of whom the most notable were James Cobb of 
Edinglassie, a well-known breeder of Aberdeen Angus cattle, and Henry Luke of Belltrees. 
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Champion Tom Hales was retained by Hon james White as stable jockey @ £2000pa 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/white-henry-luke-1435
http://oa.anu.edu.au/obituary/white-james-4837/text24968
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjR5sK-2ZLMAhWJmZQKHegBA0gQjRwIBw&url=https://rv.racing.com/careers-and-education/australian-racing-museum/hall-of-fame/jockeys/tom-hales&psig=AFQjCNFE5XfQB-EDTHuETF5r2kyPp6Cnqg&ust=1460880304179759


52 
 

James White 

From Australian Men of Mark, 1889, vol 1, p 297 

Life Summary  

James White 

The announcement of the death of the Hon. James White, M.L.C., will be received with widespread 
regret. Yesterday afternoon he breathed his last at his residence, Cranbrook, Rose Bay, after an 
illness extending over a fortnight. It has long been known that the deceased gentleman suffered 
from heart disease, but a fortnight ago he took cold, and became so seriously affected that he was 
placed under the combined treatment of Dr. Sydney Jones, Twynam, and Warren, of Camden. Every 
possible attention was bestowed upon him, but despite the best medical skill he succumbed to his 
old malady about 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon. The deceased gentleman was a native of New South 
Wales, having been born at Stroud, near Port Stephens, on July 19, 1828, so that he was 61 years of 
age. He received his education at King's School, Parramatta, at which institution he spent four years 
of his life under the guidance of the late Rev. Robert Forrest. He was afterwards placed under the 
tutorship of the Rev. Mr. McGregor, of West Maitland, with whom he remained for a similar period.  

Here his education was suddenly terminated owing to the death of his father, who had owned the 
estates of Edinglassie, Timor, a property on the Isis, and Boorrooma, situated on the Barwon River, 
about 40 miles below the junction of the Namoi. Mr. White assumed management of the estates 
taking up his residence at Edinglassie when aged 16.  

He took up the Narran Lake run about five years afterwards. His next investment was in Belltrees, 
which he purchased several years later from Mr. W. C. Wentworth. This was a large freehold estate 
on the Upper Hunter, and to it he afterwards added the Waverley Estate, which was adjoining. Every 
one of these stations was fully stocked, and the quality of the Belltrees wool became well known. 
Other estates were afterwards added to his possessions. Martindale, a fine freehold, situated below 
the junction of the Hunter and Goulburn rivers, was one of these, and this was followed by the 
purchase of Merton and Dalswinton, freehold estates on the opposite side of the river. In 1869 Mr. 
White went to England, and during his absence purchased Segenhoe, a very valuable property. 
Extensive improvements were made upon all of those properties. Mr. White was returned to 
Parliament for the Upper Hunter in 1866, and represented that constituency for three years. In 1869 
he resigned his seat, and left this colony for a European tour, which extended over several years. He 
returned in 1873, and purchased Cranbrook, Rose Bay, where he resided at intervals for the 
remainder of his life. In 1874 he was nominated to the Upper House, and held his seat ever since. 
The deceased gentleman leaves a widow, but no family. 

In connection with the national sport of horse racing Mr. White's name was a household word 
throughout the Australian colonies, and his upright and honourable career on the turf for upwards 
of 20 years earned for him the esteem and respect of all classes. He was a member of the Australian 
Jockey Club since the inauguration of that institution, and for many years held the responsible 
position of chairman until his retirement in January last, when he contemplated a trip to England for 
the benefit of his health, and also if possible to witness the race for the Derby in which two of his 
colts were engaged. During his term of office as a member of the A.J.C. Committee he was untiring in 
his efforts to promote the sport in which he took such great interest, and his retirement therefrom 
was looked upon as nothing less than a calamity. He first achieved prominence on the turf with the 
victories of Chester, whom he purchased in 1873 from E. K. Cox, of Mulgoa, and in the following year 
the great son of Yattendon and imported Lady Chester carried the famous "blue and white" banner 
to the front in the V.R.C. Derby, Melbourne Cup, and Mares Produce Stakes at the Spring meeting. 
Before leaving the post for the paddock Chester started on 30 occasions, scoring 19 wins, ran into 
second place 7 times, filled third place once, and was only three times unplaced. 
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In addition to Chester's wins at Flemington the following important victories were secured by the 
representatives of the Squire of Kirkham on the Victorian turf τ The Champion Stakes, by Matchlock 
(1886), Trident (1887), and Abercorn (1888); Derby, by Martini Henry (1883), Nordenfeldt (1885), 
Trident (1886), Ensign (1888), and Dreadnought (1889); Maribyrnong Plate, by Palmyra (1879), 
Segenhoe (1881), Iolanthe (1883), and Acme (1885); Melbourne Cup, by Martini-Henry (1883); Oaks, 
by Sapphire (1880), Uralla (1885), and Spice (1889); Newmarket Handicap, by Cranbrook (1888); 
Ascot Vale Stakes, by Bargo (1884), Uralla (1885), Volley (1888), and Spice (1889); Australian Cup, by 
Morpeth (1884), Trident (1887), Carlyon (1888), and Dreadnought (1890); St. Leger, by Martini-
Henry (1884), Matchlock (1880), Trident (1837), Abercorn (1888), Volley (1889), and Dreadnought 
(1890). At Randwick his horses have been equally successful, and the most important events placed 
to his credit were the A.J.C. Great Metropolitan Stakes, by Democrat (1878), the Pontiff (1880), and 
Abercorn (1887) A.J.C. Derby, by Bargo (1884), Nordenfeldt (1885), Trident (1886), Abercorn (1877) 
and Singapore (1889); Champagne Stakes, by Bargo (1884), Uralla (1885), Volley (1888), and Rudolph 
(1889); St Leger, by Matchlock (1886), Trident (1887), Abercorn (1888), and Dreadnought (1890); 
Sydney Cup, by Democrat (1878), besides a number of lesser events. At Caulfield and Hawksbury, Mr 
White's horses have also proved their superiority; in fact, he has been the most successful horse 
owner that has ever been connected with the turf in Australia.  

Such great results, however, were not achieved without incurring great expense in the formation of 
a breeding establishment at Kirkham, near Camden, where some of the best imported and colonial 
bred mares were mated with the famous Chester whose success as a sire has only been equalled by 
his achievements on the turf. Chester, who is still to the fore hale and hearty, is responsible for such 
great performers as Abercorn, Uralla, Dreadnought, Cranbrook, Carlton, Spice, Acme, and Titan, who 
at the distribution of Mr White's racehorses in April last, brought the sensational price of 4600 
guineas. The Newmarket stables at Lower Randwick, where the aforementioned equine celebrities 
have been trained, is, without doubt, the best appointed establishment of the kind in the colonies, 
and with such capable men as the late Mr Fennelly, and his successor, Mr T. Payten to superintend 
the preparation of the horses, the almost phenomenal successes of the Kirkham representatives can 
easily be accounted for. Mr White was also fortunate in securing the services of such as excellent 
horseman as T. Hales, who piloted most of the horses enumerated above to victory. Not content 
with securing the best prizes on the colonial turf, Mr White essayed to win the English Derby, and 
with that object in view he sent the colts Kirkham and Narellanτboth sons of Chesterτto England 
last year, having had them nominated for the leading classic events of the season, but so far they 
have not achieved success and a second contingent of three, who have been entered for the weight-
for-age races of next season were recently despatched to the mother country According to the rules 
of the English Jockey Club, however, the death of the owner renders the nominations void. For some 
time past the state of Mr White's health precluded him from witnessing the victories of his horses, 
and in April last he disposed of all those in training with the exception of his favourite, Abercorn. The 
funeral will probably take place tomorrow. 

Original publication 

Á Sydney Morning Herald, 14 July 1890, p 5  
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White, James (1828ς1890) 

Maitland Mercury (NSW): Maitland Mercury (NSW) 15 July 1890, p 4 

James White 

Yesterday forenoon we received from our telegraphic correspondents in Sydney, Greville's 
Company, the message "The Hon James White died yesterday of heart disease, aged 62." From other 
sources we learn that Mr. White had been ailing seriously for about a fortnight prior to his death, the 
cause being a severe cold. He had been long a sufferer from heart disease, and the new malady 
proved too much for his enfeebled constitution. 

The news that "the Lord Falmouthτthe Duke of Westminster, of Australia" is dead will come as a 
sad shock to many and with regret to all, for there have been few better known or more honoured 
names in colonial history of late years than that of James White, even though that wide celebrity 
was almost entirely derived from its owner's connection with the turf. Mr. White has certainly been 
a member of the Upper House for several years, and a squatter who held an immense area of land 
almost since he reached man's estate, but it was as neither politician nor cattle king that fame came 
to him, for he was of an unobtrusive and retiring disposition and took but a comparatively slight 
interest in what are regarded as the more important questions of the day. Mr. White was born in the 
Stroud district some 62 years ago, and after gaining a fairly liberal education and passing through a 
preparatory course of pastoral pursuits he struck out for himself, and in addition to becoming a very 
large landowner acquired wealth very rapidly, but it is chiefly as a sportsman that we desire to deal 
with his career.  

Among the first horses to carry his colours were the jumpers Hotspur and Goulburn, which won for 
him several races. Then he purchased Democrat, which, in company with other of the deceased 
gentleman's horses, was trained in Maitland by Mat. Scott, and although the veteran won few 
important races with the bearers of the famous blue and white jacket, the phenomenal success of 
the Squire of Kirkham can fairly be dated from this period. Mr. E. de Mestre shortly afterwards took 
charge of Mr. White's horses, and in 1877 won the V.R.C. Derby and Melbourne Cup for his employer 
with Chester, one of the greatest horses of all time, and the most successful sire Australian turf rolls 
can boast of. Mr. White was never what could be called a big punter, but this year he won £10,000 in 
one bet from the leviathan of the Victorian ring, Joe Thompson. About this time Democrat killed a 
jockey named Bloomfield in Maitland, but ill-luck did not attend his fortunes for this misdeed, as in 
'78 he landed both the Sydney Cup and Metropolitan Stakes for his owner, and later The Pontiff and 
Abercorn added the latter event to Mr. White's score. In 1883 Morpeth won Tattersalls Cup, and Mr. 
White's name was also inscribed as the winner of this event through the agency of Tempe and Acme, 
and it may be remembered that the former also landed the Summer Cup, and is also dam of Titan, 
who brought the stupendous price of over 4000 guineas as a two-year-old. In the commencement of 
his racing career Mr. White was satisfied to buy his horses, but he afterwards founded a large stud at 
Kirkham, where his beloved Chester was installed as lord of the harem, and by judicious selection 
and pluck in sticking to winning families, regardless of price, Mr. White continued a series of 
victories unequalled in the colonies. Indeed he well-nigh bid fair to rival the Phrygian King of old, for 
everything he touched seemed turned to gold. In '79 the beautiful but unfortunate Palmyra ran 
away with the Maribyrnong Plate, and in 1881, '83, and '85 Segenhoe, Iolanthe, and Acme followed 
the example of the daughter of Maribyrnong, and the blue and white banner was second on two or 
three occasions. Martini-Henry won the V.R.C. Derby for Mr. White in '83, whilst Nordenfeldt, 
Trident, the ill-fated Ensign, and Dreadnought got home in later years, and the first named also won 
Mr. White's second Melbourne Cup. The first A.J.C. Derby went the same way by the aid of Bargo in 
1884, and in the following three years Nordenfeldt, Trident, and Abercorn also won, whilst the blue 
and white was behind Mr. Gannon's representative in '88, but once more in the van of battle in '89, 
when Singapore achieved a victory.  
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The records of the A.J.C. St. Leger disclose an exactly similar state of things, for Matchlock, Trident, 
and Abercorn won in successive years. Mr. Gannon then stayed the conquering host with Melos, but 
Dreadnought was once again at the head of affairs this season. Mr. White won no fewer than five 
V.R.C. St. Leger's with Matchlock, Trident, Abercorn, Volley, and Dreadnought, whilst the first named 
trio also added the Champion States to their owner's successes, and he was second in '78 and '90. 
The gigantic Cranbrook easily won the Newmarket in 1888 from a big field, whilst two or three of the 
deceased gentleman's fillies have secured both the A.J.C. and V.R.C. Oaks. His colours have been 
successful in all the Produce Stakes run at the Hawkesbury meetings, and indeed his equines have 
won all the races worth winning in this colony and Victoria with the exception of the Hawkesbury 
Handicap and Caulfield Cup. An idea of the manner in which Dame Fortune attended his career may 
be gleaned from the fact that 11 Derbies, 9 St. Legers, 11 Cups, 4 Champion Races, and about half a 
dozen Oaks Stakes among the classic events have fallen to his share. In four years seventeen of 
Chester's progeny won no less than £34,734 4s, every penny of which went to enlarge the White 
treasury, and this may fairly be set down as only about a third of what Mr. White's horses won 
during his short career as an owner. 

Some three or four years ago Mr. White began to devote attention to the breeding of horses 
according to English time, and some thirteen months ago he determined to beard the British lion in 
his den, and accordingly despatched to England two colts, Kirkham and Narellan, accompanied by 
the old gelding Plutarch to act as schoolmaster, but notwithstanding that they were placed in the 
illustrious hands of Matt Dawson they have so far failed to uphold the reputation of their relatives in 
Australia. Undismayed, however, by their indifferent showing in the classic events in the old country, 
Mr. White sent Nepean, Wentworth, and Mons Meg to join them at Newmarket, and he was looking 
forward to their advent on the English turf with confidence when death came and nipped his hopes 
in the bud.  

A ridiculous racing rule in force in the old country renders all entrances void on the death of the 
nominator, but as Mr. White's health has for years past been precarious, he wisely had his 
representatives nominated by Mr. S. Stephen, now in London, so that the nags may fulfil their 
engagements if it is thought desirable. It was Mr. White's intention to visit England at no distant 
period, and in accordance with this idea the whole of his horses in training were recently sold, many 
of them fetching extraordinarily high prices, and the distribution caused great regret amongst the 
majority of the followers of Isthmian games; but some there were who were made happy, for the 
representatives of the Kirkham stud had not without reason become to be regarded as well nigh 
invincible. Tom Hales was for a long time retained as first horseman at a salary of £2000 by Mr. 
White, whose colours were synonymous with fair play, straight running, and fair dealing. The public 
always backed the bearers of the blue and white with confidence, for they were always triers, so 
that amongst all divisions and classes of those who go racing the death of such an honest, 
conscientious and liberal follower of the sport of Kings will cause a deep and profound sorrow. Many 
there were who could have been better spared. 

Mention has been made above of Mr. White as a legislator. During the latter part of his residence in 
the Upper Hunter, namely, in 1866, he was chosen its representative in the Assembly, in which he 
sat for three years. In the year 1869 he resigned his seat, and paid a lengthened visit to England and 
Europe. On his return in 1873 he bought Cranbrook, the residence in Sydney at which he breathed 
his last, and in 1874 he was nominated to the Legislative Council. Mr. White was married, and leaves 
a widow, but no family. 

Original publication 

Á Maitland Mercury (NSW), 15 July 1890, p 4 (view original) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18983546


56 
 

Other Obituaries for James White 

Á Sydney Morning Herald, 14 July 1890, p 5 
Á Queenslander, 19 July 1890, p 106 

White, James (1828ς1890) from: Queenslander, 19 July 1890, p 106 

James White 

Included amongst our illustrations this week is a portrait of the Hon. James White, who died at his 
residence, Cranbrook, near Sydney, on Sunday afternoon last. As an owner and a breeder of 
racehorses, Mr. White had during the past fourteen or fifteen years a most remarkably successful 
career, and his close identification with the Australian Turf has made his name familiar in sporting 
circles throughout the world. For many years he held with honourable distinction the proud position 
of chairman of the committee of the oldest racing club in Australia, the A.J.C., and the loss which this 
club and horse racing generally has sustained through his decease is one which will be severely felt. 
Mr. White's health had been very precarious for a long time, and in consequence of this he 
determined only a few months ago to temporarily retire from the Turf and its excitements, little 
dreaming that his end was so close at hand. The Hon. James White was the eldest son of Mr. James 
White, one of the pioneer settlers in the Hunter River district. He was born at Stroud in 1828, and 
while he was still at school his father died. Mr. White, at the age of 16, was called upon to manage 
extensive station properties, and he gradually took up more and more outlying country on his own 
account, until he became one of the largest and most successful New South Wales squatters. He did 
a fair share of work in pioneering the country on the Barwon, Hunter, and Castlereagh rivers, and 
was almost uniformly successful in his enterprises.  

In 1869 Mr. White went to England, and remained away for several years, during which time he 
visited all the principal cities of Europe. In 1866 Mr. White was elected a member of the Legislative 
Assembly as representative of the Upper Hunter, and he kept that position for three years and then 
resigned, as he was going to Europe. He was nominated to the Upper House in 1874, and had been a 
regular attendant, though not a frequent speaker, in the House ever since, except during the last 
two years, when failing health rendered his absence almost compulsory. The cause of his death was 
heart disease. 

 

Hon James White 
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L to R: Keith (4th) Abercorn* (3rd)  Melon (2nd) Carbine* (1st ) 
Abercorn* & Carbine*  exported to England as sires 

(With acknowledgements courtesy Australian Jockey Club. Oil painting by W. McSherry) 

 

 
(Painted lithograph with acknowledgements courtesy Australian Jockey Club) 

 


