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The featured image shows the assemblage for the presentation of the Bim Thompson Lightning 
Handicap at White Park Race Course Scone in May 1981. Those present from left to right are: 

David Bath; Bill Howey; Robert Thompson (winning jockey); AO Ellison; Antony Thompson; Peter 
Meehan (Radio Station 2NM); Bert Lilley (Sydney Morning Herald). This cadre probably captures 

!h9Ωǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŀƭƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΚ 

Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alf_Ellison 

 

tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ {ǘƻǊȅΩ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ŀƴ ŜǎƻǘŜǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ 
!h9Φ IŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƘƛƳ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳǇŜǊō ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀǇǇŜǊ Ψtres soigneeΩ AOE at 
Flemington and Randwick. He depicts the relationship with ST Wootton based on mutual respect 
settling points of difference amicably. AOE was also a businessman with multiple interests including 
horticulture, gardening, farming and grazing. He once said to me: ΨL Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǎǘƻŎƪƳŀƴ .ƛƭƭ όƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘύ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΦ CŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŎŀƭŜΩ. He 
was right. He could also be artful. Murray Bain was much amused when AOE set about ring barking 
all the Ironbark Trees on the escarpments. It left good looking Box Eucalypts deemed to flourish on 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ aǳǊǊŀȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜǊŜǘǊƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ΨƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
untutored or unwary voyeur? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alf_Ellison


 

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 
 

Alfred Owen Ellison (1 January 1903 ς 12 June 1987), often referred to in print as A.O. Ellison and 
known colloquially as Alf or A.O., was an Australian solicitor, company director, racehorse owner 
and breeder. IƻǿŜǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ Ψ!ƭƭǿȅƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘΦ One of these 
was Murray Bain. AOE greatly admired Murray Bain and modestly gave much of the credit of 
.ŀǊŀƳǳƭΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǇ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 
mutual respect. He especially loathed being addressed ŀǎ Ψ!ƭŦΩ ōȅ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΦ For over forty 
years he was the owner of Baramul Stud. Ellison served as chairman of the Australian operations of 
Mutual Acceptance Ltd (now Standard Chartered) and Lister Blackstone. He was President of the 
Bloodhorse Breeders' Association of N.S.W. As a solicitor he implemented the inaugural charter and 
Rules and Bylaws. 
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Birth and education  

Ellison was born in Queensland, to Fanny (née) Bytheway and the Rev. Tom Ellison, a Methodist 
minister. He was one of six children: four boys and two girls. Ellison commenced at Newington 
College in 1918 during the headmastership of the Rev Dr Charles Prescott. In 1920, his last year at 
school, he was Senior Prefect and was awarded the Old Boys Prize. Ellison was awarded an 
exhibition in the Leaving Certificate. He went up to the University of Sydney in 1921 and graduated 
as a Bachelor of Arts in 1924 and as a Bachelor of Laws in 1927. He was in residence at Wesley 
College, University of Sydney.  

Legal career 

After serving as an articled clerk with Robson & Cowlishaw during his university studies, Ellison 
foundered the legal firm AO Ellison & Co in Sydney. It was active in advising New South Wales 
manufacturers on to their rights and liabilities, especially in relation to industrial relations and 
occupational health and safety legislation. The firm moved into insurance work and after a series of 
mergers is now known as Rankin Ellison and has offices in Sydney and Newcastle.  

Horses 

In 1940, Ellison founded Baramul Stud in the Hunter Valley. The name of Baramul originally had two 
Rs. It was developed on land known as Joe's Paddock that had previously produced some good early 
horses. Ellison had previously had his mares at the Widden Stud nearby. Soon after its foundation 
Ellison bred Alister at Baramul. Alister went on to win the AJC and VRC Derbys and the W S Cox Plate. 
His horses were branded with an image of a barbed tail taken from a Wyvern, the heraldic symbol of 
his old school, Newington College.  

The disappointing Kerry Piper was the first stallion Ellison and Wootton stood in partnership. 
However the affiliation flourished. Wootton acknowledged Baramul with its overall lushness and 
ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƛŘŜŀƭΩ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŀǿ ƛǘ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘǳƴƴŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ 
very favourite aesthetic property in the Upper Hunter Valley. STW said of AOE: ά9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ 
perfectionist. He does nothing by half measures. If a problem comes up he goes on and on until he 
gets to the bottom of it. Baramul was, and is, run by him in an exemplary manneǊέΦ From 1951, 
Star Kingdom, a sire owned by a partnership of Ellison, Stanley Wootton and Reg Moses brought 
great acclaim to Baramul.  

In 1984 the stud was purchased by Sir Tristan Antico and is now owned by Gerry Harvey.  

Camellias 

Ellison was an enthusiastic grower of camellias and he produced prize-winning stock at Baramul. 
With Prof. E.G. Waterhouse he arranged displays of camellias at the Macquarie Galleries and David 
Jones. The camellia japonica A.O. Ellison is named in his honour.  

Later life and death 

In 1981, before the sale of Baramul, Ellison bought the cattle and horse stud Kilwinning at Scone, 
New South Wales. He had married Nancy Shearston in 1928 and she predeceased him in 1982. 
Ellison died at Kilwinning on 12 June 1987. His personal secretary at A O Ellison & Company was Miss 
Norah Elliott. His housekeeper at both Baramul and Kilwinning was Mrs Connie Phillips who survives 
him and is a resident at Strathearn Village Aged Care in Scone.  

Bill & Julie Rose are the current owners of Kilwinning having purchased it from the Estate of A O 
Ellison. F W Rose was an executor of the estate. 
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Photo courtesy of Peter Pring and Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 
 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ aƛǎǎ bƻǊŀƘ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘΣ Ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
secretary for the last 40 years. She is marvelously efficient and has looked after my affairs ς and 
Woottons - with meticulous care. You cŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

 

 

The featured image shows the assemblage for the presentation of the Bim Thompson Lightning 
Handicap at White Park Race Course Scone in May 1981. Those present form left to right are: Cliff 
Ellis; Roy Hinton (Trainer); Bill Rose; David Bath; Antony Thompson; Bill Howey; AO Ellison; Peter 

Meehan (Radio Station 2NM); Bert Lilley (Sydney Morning Herald). 



Personal Reflections 

Most of us were a tad afraid of AOE. He could be intimidating if aroused or challenged with an acute 
ǇŜǊǎǇƛŎŀŎƛƻǳǎ ƳƛƴŘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŎƭƛǇǇŜŘ ōŀǊǊƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƎƻǘΦ 
Many of my generation looked up to him for counsel and advice. I was one of them. He enjoyed 
discussing sex! John Andrews was a young Queensland horseman at Baramul in 1967. He and I were 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ !hΩǎ ǇǊǳǊƛŜƴǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ΨƛƴŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘΩ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊǎΗ 

He proved to be an influential personal mentor on numerous occasions. He selected me to 
accompany the ship carrying his dispersed bloodstock to the USA in 1970. I have documented this 
seminal journey elsewhere. IŜ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǘƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ 
tragic demise in July 1980. AOE was the very first person David Johnston very wisely contacted on 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ Mr. Ellison took over from there. He was 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ !ƴǘƻƴȅ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ DƻŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

On moving to Scone I routinely sought his sapient counsel. Sarah and I entertained both AOE and 
aǊǎ /ƻƴƴƛŜ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ŀǘ ŀ ΨǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ {ŎƻƴŜΩ ǎƻƛǊŜŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ aƻƻōƛΦ IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ΨǘƘŜ ²ƛŘŘŜƴ 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƳōŀǘ ƘƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊŀǿƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΩ. This surprised me. It was the only 
time I ever encountered him even remotely affected by alcohol as I poured him into his car. He 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀŘŘΦ  

AOE and his faithful secretary at AO Ellison & Co Miss Norah Elliott ran the Bletchingly Syndicate for 
ST Wootton and others. We were both shareholders. It was a binary symbiotic arrangement. Not 
long before he died AOE presented me with a large framed photograph of champion stallion 
Bletchingly. He signed it on the back: Ψ.ƛƭƭΥ Lƴ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘƛŜǎΦ !ƭŦǊŜŘ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ нnd 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфусΩ. He died on 12th June 1987 aged 84. As I left the room he said to me in his very best 
clipped ōŀǊǊƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ patois: Ψ.ƛƭƭΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΤ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΩ. He was talking about someone else; but it was a lesson for me! 

In 2017 AO Ellison was induŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ WƻŎƪŜȅ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜΦ DƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 
Sam North was his main proponent. IŜ ƛǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ 5ȅƴŀǎǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ¢ƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ {ǳǊƎŜƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘ CŀǊƳΩ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜr from 
Stanley Wootton to Murray Bain written from the Southern Cross Hotel in Melbourne dated 31st 
December 1972. It is a quite revealing letter. The STW and AOE enduring partnership may have 
ōŜƎǳƴ ǘƻ ΨŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜΩΚ 

 

Ellison modestly passes much of the crediǘ ŦƻǊ .ŀǊŀƳǳƭΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ aǳǊǊŀȅ 

Bain, who ran a veterinary practice from the nearby township of Scone. Ellison appointed Bain as 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜΦ 

άaurray Bain was not only a warm-hearted, enthusiastic man he was also a great innovator. He 

introduced stomach tubing, manual pregnancy testing and many other practices that are now 

ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǎǘǳŘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦέ 



 

Murray .ŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ /ŀǊŘΩ Ϫ {ǘ !ǳōƛƴǎ {ǘǳŘΣ {ŎƻƴŜ 

Ψ.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ /ŀǊŘΩ ό9ŘƳǳƴŘƻ ŜȄ aŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ [ŀŘȅύ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ {ƭƛǇǇŜǊ {ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ aw/ {ŀƴŘƻǿƴ 

Guineas in 1962 jointly owned by N D B Smith & A M Bain.  Murray BainΩs family were successful 

again in the 1980 Golden Slipper with ΨDark EclipseΩ (Baguette ex Marjoram) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Baramul Stud Dispersal 1958 

 

 

Featured IƳŀƎŜΥ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ CǊƻƴǘ /ƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ .ŀǊŀƳǳƭ {ǘǳŘ Ψ/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 5ƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ мфруΩ 

LΩǾŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƻ ΨŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛŜƴŎȅΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ /hat[9¢9 5ƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ {ŀƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

ŀƭǎƻ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ΨŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΩΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ L ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾe been the 

ΨŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜΩΚ 5ƻ L ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ŀ ǎƻŦǘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀ 

well branded non-ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩΚ 

In 1970 I actually accompanied the complete dispersal sale of Baramul Stud bloodstock to the USA 

when they were sold to Messrs Ellsworth, Franklin and Pessin in 1969. This was eleven years later. I 

ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ Ψ¢ƘŜ LƴŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ŎƻƴŜΩΦ {ŜŜΥ 

http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/the-infinitive-history-of-veterinary-practice-in-scone/ Clearly Mr A O 

Ellison had had a change of heart? There were very good reasons for doing so. His resident sire Star 

Kingdom had just emerged as the cosmic superstar of thoroughbred breeding in the Southern 

Hemisphere. He was to become one of the all-ǘƛƳŜ ΨƎǊŜŀǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ǎƛǊŜ ƛƴ Australia. 

Iƛǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŦƛŦǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΚ ¢ŀƭƛǎƳŀƴƛŎ Ŏƻƭǘ Ψ¢ƻŘƳŀƴΩ ƘŀŘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ 

running of the Golden Slipper Stakes in scintillating style in 1957. In fact the first five Golden Slipper 

Stakes contested were won by the progeny of the new super sire. Eat your heart out supreme 

entrepreneur and ultimate hustler George Ryder! 

LΩƳ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜΤ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ 

if the sale actually took place? 42 well credentialed mares were offered for competition. It may well 

have been that Mr Ellison was disappointed with the performance of his foundation sires Kerry Piper 

(Imp.) and Osborne II (Imp.)? Mr Ellison was a distinguished barrister by profession.  

http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/the-infinitive-history-of-veterinary-practice-in-scone/


He was used to success. HŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǊǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎΩΤ Ƙƛǎ 

ǿƻǊŘǎΦ IŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŜƴŀƳƻǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ 

ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴŎƻƳƛǘŀƴǘ ΨŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΩΚ IŜ ǾŜƘŜƳŜƴǘƭȅ ŜǎŎƘŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛgorous 

ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƘŜ ƘŀǘŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ Ψ!ƭŦΩΗ 

IŜ ǿŀǎ !h ǘƻ ƳŀƴȅΣ aǊ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ψ!ƭƭǿȅƴΩ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ   L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 

ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ΨYƛƭǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ {ǘǳŘΩ ƴŜŀǊ {ŎƻƴŜΚ Lƴ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ƭǳōǊƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿŜŀƪ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ 

ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ΨǘƘŜ ²ƛŘŘŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ²ƻƳōŀǘ IƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƭƛƳōŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΩΗ Iƛǎ 

long time housekeeper and companion Mrs Connie Phillips is still with us (just) at 96. I would love to 

aǎƪ ƘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΤ Ψōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΩΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘǊŀǘƘŜŀǊƴ IƻǳǎŜ 

!ƎŜŘ /ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ {ŎƻƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ όaǊǎ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ нлнл ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ 

100!). 

Mr Ellison gave a cameo even virtuoso performancŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŜƳƛŎ ǾƛŘŜƻ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ 

5ȅƴŀǎǘȅΩΦ {ŜŜΥ http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/the-star-kingdom-dynasty/ . There are differing views 

of how Star Kingdom arrived at Baramul? The Ψ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŀŎǘǎΚ ²Ŝ 

ƘŀǾŜ aǊ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΚ 

Baramul Stud Dispersal 1970 

 

 
 

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎ 

http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/the-star-kingdom-dynasty/


In July 1970 I was extremely fortunate to accompany as attendant veterinarian the last major 
ǎƘƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ¦{!Φ ¢ƘŜ a± ΨtŀǊǊŀƪƻƻƭŀΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
modern Swedish-registered container vessel circumnavigating the vast ocean in pursuit of trade. This 
was my first and only exǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ΨƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ǿŀǾŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛǎǎƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ 
seaman! What an experience in life skills and people/animal management training! My co-strappers 
ǿŜǊŜ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ !ȅƻǳō ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴƻǘƻǊƛŜǘȅκŦŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǳǊǳΩ ŦƻǊ Wim 
Cassidy. Malcolm was a colourful racing identity encompassing in spades all the skills and attributes 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻōǊƛǉǳŜǘ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎΗ WŀŎƪ CƭƻƻŘ Ƴȅ ΨōƻǎǎΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ƘƻǊǎŜƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ 
and loyal friend of his equally impeccable employer and gentleman John Inglis. Like John he became 
my much respected mentor, advocate and confidant until his ultimate demise some years ago. With 
three of us to care for 84 horses for a month the job was ahead! Malcolm with some psychological 
baggage was occasionally AWOL. 
 
The crew was a most intriguing conglomerate of Scandinavian and West Europeans with a few global 
itinerants completing the cast! The captain was a very fine Swede and many were equally impressive 
Finns. The Chief Engineer was ex-Baron August von Reinfelds of old Prussia who had commanded a 
U-boat during the war! Then resident of Mosman he told me stories of his 4-horse drawn carriages 
on the expansive family estates in Bavaria. He certainly knew his horses. All his subordinates were 
Austro-DŜǊƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ƛŜƎ IŜƛƭΩ ǊǳƭŜŘ hYΗ hƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘƳŀƴΣ ¢ŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭƛŀƴ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎΣ ΨŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜŀŎƘŜǎΩΣ ŎƛƎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ Ψ±Ω ǎƛƎƴΗ ²ƛƭƭȅ wƛŎƘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ !ŘŜƭaide had previously 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōƭƻƻŘǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƎŜƴǘ wŜƎ !ƴƎŜƭ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ǊŀŎŜƘƻǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴ Ψ¢ƻōƛƴ 
.ǊƻƴȊŜΩ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ 
 
The 84 horses on board were comprised mostly of thoroughbreds from the dispersal of the famous 
Baramul Stud in the Widden Valley. My personal favourite aesthetic HV Stud property this was the 
ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭ Ψ{ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƴƭƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǎ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŜƎƛǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴǎ Ψ¢ƻŘƳŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ƛǎŎŀȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎǊƻǇ ǿŜǊe 7 ς 9 
month foetuses carried in some of the in-foal mares. The exquisitely beautiful chestnut Todman 
ƳŀǊŜ Ψ9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŜȄǘŀƴǘ ΨƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΩΗ {ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛƧƛŀƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎΩΦ Ψtƛƻ tƛƻΩ ōȅ {ǳƳƳŜǊǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳ ƻŦ ΨYƛƴƎ !ǇƻƭƭƻΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΗ !ƭƭ 
had been purchased by a disparate triumvirate of successful USA business men following the brilliant 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƻŦ ¢ƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ΨbƻƘƻƭƳŜ LLΩ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ Ψ9ǎƪƛƳƻ tǊƛƴŎŜΩΦ wŜȄ /Φ 
Ellsworth was a big time Morman cattle rancher from Utah who had enjoyed enormous success with 
IȅǇŜǊƛƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ Ψ{ǿŀǇǎΩ ōȅ ΨYƘŀƭŜŘΩΦ Iƛǎ ǎƻƴ YǳƳŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǘ /Ƙƛƴƻ /!Φ 5ǊΦ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ 
achieved global prominence firstly by pneumatically enlarging and enhancing the mammary tissue of 
the post-ingenue female residents of Hollywood and secondly by purchasing overnight TB stallion 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ Ψ±ŀƎǳŜƭȅ bƻōƭŜΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ aȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ WƻƘƴ aƻǊƎŀƴ ΨǾŜǘǘŜŘΩ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ bŜǿƳŀǊƪŜǘ 
prior to his sale to the US.  
 



 
 

Photo cƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 

 
 

Dr. Arnie Pesson was a larger than life Texan-born and Lexington/Kentucky based veterinarian who 
was my gracious and generous host later that year. I still retain clear memory of his supervision of 
the construction of a new Fasig-¢ƛǇǘƻƴ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛƴ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƳŀǘŜΩ WƻƘƴ CƛƴƴŜȅΦ IŜ 
directed the bulldozers on site from horse back complete with spurs, whip, cigar and topped off by 
an immaculate white ten-gallon Stetson! Arnie Pesson was particularly ungracious about the original 
owner of the mare shipment, barrister Mr. A. O. Ellison of Baramul. However, his descriptive 
American vernacular then fresh to my ingenue ears in alleging various banal proclivities does not 
bear repetition here! 
 
The mares were held in individual inwardly facing stalls on deck and stood for the entire 28 days 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻƴ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǎƭŀǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƭƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƘŀǊŘǿƻƻŘ όΨLǊƻƴ .ŀǊƪΩύΦ ²Ŝ 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƴƭƛƴƎǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŎƻǊǊŀƭΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
ultimately highly significant! Feed bins and fresh water buckets were placed in front of each mare. 
Ordure was washed overboard daily by power seawater hosing. Feeding comprised Lucerne hay and 
chaff, oaten and wheaten chaff, Victorian meŀŘƻǿ ƘŀȅΣ ƳƻƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨŀǇǇŜǘƛǎŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŀƭǘΦ aȅ 
ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ tŜƴƛŎƛƭƭƛƴ όΨ/ǊȅǎǘŀǇŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ǊƛǇƭƻǇŜƴΩύΣ ǎȅǊƛƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘƭŜǎΣ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ 
tube, alkaline salts, Epsom salts, stethoscope and thermometer. The journey took us via Fiji (Suva [6] 
and Lautoka [2] days) to Hawaii [2 days] and finally San Diego. The mares and other horses rested 
beautifully at night gliding peacefully over the smooth ocean. It was serenely sanguine to observe 
the tranquil scene with flying fishes glinting and sparkling in the crystal clear moonlight before 
retiring at nightfall! 
 



 
 

ΨIƻǊǎŜǎ ŀǘ {ŜŀΩ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǊǊŀƪƻƻƭŀΩ 

Photo courtesy of John Gilder and Dr Judy White 

 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨƘƛŎŎǳǇΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƛŘŘŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŘƻƳƛŎƛƭŜŘ ƳŀǊŜǎ ŘƛŘ not find Victorian meadow hay 
palatable and to their liking at all! The alarm bells sounded with loud clear clarion fortissimo very 
early on day 3! An old brown mare was clearly severely distressed from before daylight! She had 
consumed her usual feed and water overnight. I will never forget her anguished expression, terrified 
mien, flared dilated nostrils, dark purple plum coloured mucous membranes, dyspnoea, high febrile 
temperature (41.2 Celsius), sanguineous blood tinged watery nasal discharge, distress, terminal 
struggling and death all within 2 hours! Treatment proved useless! I had witnessed first hand the 
ƻƴǎŜǘΣ ŜƎǊŜǎǎΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŘŜƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŀŎǳǘŜ Ψ{ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ CŜǾŜǊΩΦ hƭŘ 
Jack was shocked and I was in trepidation! Jack, a veteran of many long sea voyages with horses, had 
never seen anything like it! 
 
The next series of events have also stayed with me over the years! At sea in the merchant navy, the 
captain of the ship is supreme omnipotent commander as judge, jury, advocate and executioner! No 
arguments! Not surprisingly I was not allowed to perform a PM. Within moments of her death the 
mare was winched up by a gantry crane with a rope around a hind leg and swung overboard. A 
ǎŜŀƳŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƪƴƛŦŜ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ǳŎƘŜǎǎ 5ŜƭǾƛƭƭŜΩ Ҍ ŦƻŜǘǳǎ ǇƭǳƳƳŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘhs of the 
wide blue pacific mid-way between Sydney and Suva! Not two weeks before she had languished in 
the lush Lucerne paddocks at Baramul! I stood transfixed and stunned at the speed and efficiency of 
the whole operation which seemed to take only a few seconds although it must have been longer? 
To this day I have never seen a more impressive or proficient means of disposal of a large cadaver. I 
am forced to confess the circumstances were unique, however! 
 



Alarmed and fore-warned Jack and I took exquisite care and paid minute attention to detail from 
here on! At the slightest sign of abnormality we checked them out. With any rise in temperature I 
gave them р ƳŜƎŀ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƻŦ Ψ/ǊȅǎǘŀǇŜƴΩ όDƭŀȄƻύ Ґ оƎ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭƭƛƴŜ ǇŜƴƛŎƛƭlin intra-venously and 10 ς 15 
ƳŜƎŀ ǳƴƛǘǎ Ψ¢ǊƛǇƭƻǇŜƴΩ όDƭŀȄƻύ Ґ сƎ ς 9g procaine/benethamine penicillin intra muscularly. This 
was repeated one or two times. I/we became adept at picking the early cases by astute observation. 
At first light each morning onŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǊŀƛƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
clearly defined glazed eyes and alarmed anxious expression with flared nostrils became 
pathognomic for the condition. Temperature rise confirmed the diagnosis. Treatment instituted 
immediately proved to be effective. The affected mare(s) were removed from their stall(s) and 
placed on straw on deck with restraining ropes attached to the containers. Here they could lie down 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻǎǘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜΦ Ψ¢ƻǊǊƛƴŀΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ΨƎǳǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ 
conditioned mare on board but she succumbed on the Lautoka/Hawaii leg. She lost an estimated 
нллƪƎ ŀƴŘ ΨǎƭƛǇǇŜŘΩ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊƭŜǎǎ Ŏƻƭǘ Ŧƻŀƭ ƻƴ ŘŜŎƪΦ 5ƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƴƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΗ 
 
Even though the weather was generally warm anŘ ōŀƭƳȅΣ мт ƻǊ му ƳŀǊŜǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ΨŀŎǳǘŜΩ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ 
travel or shipping fever necessitating treatment. I was not prepared to take the risk! A few others 
exhibited milder chronic clinical signs and were treated prophylactically. The weanlings having more 
space to move and mix travelled well. The six night stay in Suva was extremely damaging to the 
ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-being and psyche. Container vessels are intense hives of activity around the clock while 
in port. On the leeward side of Viti Livu it seemed to rain every ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀǘ п ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 
at other times! This meant extremely noisy opening and shutting of hatches at the slightest sign of 
ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƘǳōōǳōΩ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƳŜǘŀƭΣ ŎƭŀƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎŜǎǎŀƴǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘy was constant for 24 
hours non-stop. Consequently there was no tranquil rest for the horses as at sea. They were 
Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ΨƧƛǘǘŜǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ Ψƻƴ ŜŘƎŜΩ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭŀȄŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
was repeated to a lesser extent in Lautoka (2 nights) and Hawaii (2 nights). We successfully 
employed local labour to assist with feeding, watering and hosing down in port. The Fijian media 
ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎŀǊƎƻΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛƧƛŀƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎΩ ŀǎ 
well as radio and TV. The female journaliǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƛƳŜǎΩ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎΦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ 
trained local veterinarian Dr. Goldsmith was also most hospitable. 
 
Life experience with merchant seamen ashore and exposure to local culture is not something one 
forgets easily! Minutes after docking in Suva and laying down the gang plank the deck was swarming 
with local female talent! This seemed to be de rigueur behaviour and mostly re-acquaintance with 
further (literal!) bonding from previous visits. There were some truly memorable parties!  
The mornƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘȅƭƭƛŎ IƻǘŜƭ Lǎŀ [Ŝƛ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ IŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ōǊƻƪŜƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΥ ά²ƻǳƭŘ 
gentleman from your ship kindly return to retrieve his glasses and his underpants from the 
ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǇƻƻƭΗέ L ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƻƳŜǘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ {ǳǾŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŀƛǊ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ōŜƛƴƎ 
half blind, very reliant and as I had no spare(s)!  
 
²ŀƛƪƛƪƛ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΗ Iŀƴǎ {ŜƭƎǊŜƴΣ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ōǳǊǎŀǊΣ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊΣ ǳǊōŀƴŜ ŀvid punter, motel 
owner and resident of Brisbane put on the greatest show on earth in a bar on the strip. His sobbing 
rendition of the pain of loneliness at sea so impressed the gullible but sympathetic barmaid we had 
our own private party within an hour oŦ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΗ ΨIŀǎǎŀΩ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀŘǊƻƛǘΣ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ƎǊŜƎŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŜǘΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΗ 
His thespian talents exceeded his consummate social skill and punting proclivity! He later wrote to 
telƭ ƳŜ ƘŜΩŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ōŀŎƪŜŘ Ψ5ƛǾƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ wǳƭŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾŜǊōƛŀƭ ΨǎǉǳƛƭƭƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀŘōǊƻƪŜ 
Handicap and Doomben Cup of that year. I rather doubt he still retains the proceeds!  
 
 



While I was administering prophylactic penicillin to the horses the whole crew seemed to be lining 
ǳǇ ƛƴ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǊǘΗ hƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
medical advice they had all been compulsorily vaccinated against tetanus before embarkation 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉerceived increased danger of contracting the disease! 
 
The Hawaian visit was rudely interrupted by the need to blood sample all horse on board for 
quarantine purposes beginning at 2am! Some party pooper! Dave Mackay was the courteous and 
hospitable local sǘŀǘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴΦ Iƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ 
very quickly and we finished the task long before breakfast. Before arrival in LA we were met by 
boarding party including a senior CA state veterinarian. He came to check tƘŜ ΨǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǾƛǊǳǎΩΦ !ŦǘŜǊ 
detailed and thorough interrogation and the results of the blood tests were known we were cleared 
to land on mainland USA. 
 
Disembarkation in LA was classic! The horses were lifted individually in crates by large gantry cranes 
froƳ ŘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨƎŜǊƛŀǘǊƛŎΩ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΦ /ƘƛŜŦ 
Engineer von Reinfelds had not disguised his disdain or disgust for Americans and their culture all 
ǾƻȅŀƎŜΦ Iƛǎ ǾƛǘǳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊƛŎŀǘǳǊŜ Ψ¸ŀƴƪŜŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻǳŘ ǎƘƛǊǘΣ ōƛƎ Ƙŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŎƛƎŀǊΩ 
ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ Lƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƎƻƭŘ ōǊŀƛŘŜŘ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ 
complete with cap, gloves and white cane he paraded conspicuously in upright splendour back and 
forward along the sidewalk poking the LA wharfies with his cane loudly proclaiming time and again: 
ά{ƻ CǊŜŘ CƭƛƴǘǎǘƻƴŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ȊŜǎŜ ŎǊŀǘŜǎΣ ǳƎƘΚΣ {ƻ CǊŜŘ CƭƛƴǘǎǘƻƴŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ȊŜǎŜ ŎǊŀǘŜǎΣ ǳƎƘΚέ L 
thought World War III was about to erupt! August Von R. was even more delighted when the 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LǊƻƴ .ŀǊƪ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǎǘŀƭƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƻŦǘΩ 
ŎƘŀƛƴǎŀǿǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ΨǿƘŀǊŦƛŜǎΩΦ !ƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƻƴƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎǳƴΗ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅ ΨIŀǎǎŀΩ {ŜƭƎǊǳƴ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ŀǊƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΩ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƳŜ ƛƴ {ŎƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻǳƴŘŜŘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨDƻƭŘŜƴ CƭŜŜŎŜΩ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
became somewhat disoriented and was discovered wandering in the grounds of the house in which I 
now reside! Then incumbent Janet Barton, mother of Cessnock veterinarian David was singularly not 
amused on discovering the strange man late at night in the bushes muttering in deep gutteral 
DŜǊƳŀƴκ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΥ ά{ƻ .ƛƭƭ IƻǿŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ȊŜŜǎΗ {ƻ .ƛƭƭ IƻǿŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ȊŜŜǎΗέ {ǘǊƛƪŜ м ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ /Φ 
and Ted from Manchester! 
 
Pessin, Ellsworth and Franklin were present to greet their precious but somewhat dishevilled cargo 
in LA. The journey was complete. Dr Pessin kindly invited me to spend time with him in Kentucky. I 
was delighted to accept! I was unable to extract any response at all from either Franklin or 
Ellsworth! 
 



 
 

5Ŝǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ψ.ƭǳŜƎǊŀǎǎΩ ς ΨYŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ [ŀŎŜΩ 
 
Lƴ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψtƻƭƻ /ƭǳōΩ ŀǘ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ CŀǊƳ ƻƴ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ tƛƪŜΦ L ƘŀŘ 
never seen such luxury! I met a few mates I had seen in Oz (Brian Palmer) and was also lavishly 
entertained by Patrick Madden of Meadowcrest Farm. The gate posts at the entrance drive had 
flames leaping from their apex throughout the night! Easier to find your way home? It was facile to 
be side tracked by Patrick and his colourful entourage! This was southern exposure at its very finest. 
Modesty and coyness prevent full disclosure of the extent of hospitality provided! Suffice to say 
anything goes! I also made time to visit old friend John Hughes of Dublin then completing his 
research at the University of Kentucky. Jim Smith and Walter Zent of Hagyard/Davidson/McGee 
were great and we began a lifelong communication. Among many other highlights were visits to 
Darby Dan Farm ώΨwƛōƻǘΩϐΣ DŀƛƴŜǎǿŀȅΣ /ƭŀƛōƻǊƴŜΣ {ǇŜƴŘǘƘǊƛŦǘΣ /ŀǎǘƭŜǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜΦ L ŀƭǎƻ Ǌŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ 
Ψ!ǳǎǎƛŜǎΩ Ψ{ƪȅ IƛƎƘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƻōƛƴ .ǊƻƴȊŜΩ en passant. Remarkably on the last leg of my return journey 
ǘƻ {ȅŘƴŜȅ L ǎŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ 5ǊΦ DƻƭŘǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǳǾŀΗ {Ƴŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƭd! Some life! 
 
 



 
 

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 

 

Alfred Owen Ellison 

See also and acknowledge: https://kingsoftheturf.com/1950-alister-runs-a-true-course/  

For debonair breeder Alfred Owen Ellison, Alister marked an impressive beginning for his newly 

established Baramul Stud in the Widden Valley. Born in Queensland on January 1st 1903, Ellison was 

the middle boy of a fairly evenly spaced family of six children born of a Methodist minister and a 

cultivated and scholarly mother. Educated at Newington College, Sydney, in his last year at the 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ мфмф ƘŜ ǿŀǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ tǊŜŦŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ .ƻȅǎΩ tǊƛȊŜΦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻƴ ŀƴ 

exhibition to Sydney University where, in residence at Wesley College, he established a strong 

academic record graduating as a B.A. in 1924 and a Law degree with Honours in 1927. After serving 

as an articled clerk with Robson and Cowlishaw during his university studies, almost immediately 

ǳǇƻƴ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ψ!Φ hΦΩΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΣ ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ Ψ!Φ hΦ 

9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ϧ /лΦΩ ƛƴ ŀ ƻƴŜ-room office, sparsely furnished with a desk, a telephone and a typewriter. 

From its foundation, the firm assisted N.S.W. manufacturers in relation to their rights and liabilities, 

including those under industrial relations and occupational health and safety legislation. It quickly 

ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƭƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфоо ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǎǘ ǎǘǊeets. 

https://kingsoftheturf.com/1950-alister-runs-a-true-course/


Ever since his childhood in Queensland, Ellison had enjoyed an affinity with both horticulture and 

horses. As his legal practice expanded and he began serving on a range of company boards, Ellison 

had the money to indulge his hobbies. Initially, he started breeding horses on a seven-acre property 

at Wahroonga and later as his interest expanded and prior to his purchase of Baramul, he kept 

mares at the Widden Stud. Indeed, it was through his relationship with Widden that Ellison became 

aware of the lanŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ WƻŜΩǎ tŀŘŘƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ .ŀǊǊŀƳǳƭΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ 

The property had been used for breeding some good bloodstock in the past but was a 900-acre dairy 

farm when he purchased it in 1947. 

 

Baramul Stud, Kerrabee 1949 (Australian Thoroughbreds) 

9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻƴŜ ΨǊΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ .ŀǊǊŀƳǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ .ŀǊŀƳǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

part of four years developing the best type of pasture with ryegrass and lucerne being lavishly 

spread on the ground. In time, Ellison would expand the property to encompass some 5000 acres 

with two-fifths of the property under lucerne. The Baramul brand, which was an image of a barbed 

tail taken from a wyvern, derived from the heraldic symbol of his old school, Newington College. 

Baramul under Elƭƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘǎΦ Ψ!ΦhΦΩ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ƎǊƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 

camellias and soon realised that the soil there was capable of producing prize-winning plants. 

Indeed, together with Professor E. G. Waterhouse, Ellison arranged displays of camellias at the 

Macquarie Galleries and David Jones. In due course, he even had a variety of camellia japonica 

named after himself. Alf Ellison was an early committeeman of a revitalised N.S.W. division of the 

.ƭƻƻŘƘƻǊǎŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфрл Ƙe was elected unopposed to its presidency. 



 

Inglis Yearling Sales 1950 ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ Lŀƴ LōōŜǘǘ ΨYƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊŦΩ 

 

Inglis Yearling Sales 1950 ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ Lŀƴ LōōŜǘǘ ΨYƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊŦΩ 



 

1950 AJC Derby Field and Conditions ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ Lŀƴ LōōŜǘǘ ΨYƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊŦΩ 



 

1950 AJC Derby Finish (Graham Caves Collection). /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ Lŀƴ LōōŜǘǘ ΨYƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊŦΩ 

1st. Alister 2nd Rumyle 3rd True Course 

 

Alister (Graham Caves Collection) /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ Lŀƴ LōōŜǘǘ ΨYƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊŦΩ 



Alister was just one of three horses offered by him at the 1949 Sydney Yearling Sales, in the first 

yearling draft from the property.  A solicitor in his professional life, Ellison had built up a large 

practice in Sydney and served on a wide range of company boards.  Initially, he started breeding 

horses on a seven-acre property at Wahroonga, and one of his early purchases came in 1943 with 

the unraced three-year-old filly, New Flower. Purchased for a trifling sum of sixty guineas, she was a 

daughter of our 1938 Derby hero, Nuffield, and a three-quarter sister to the unlucky Silver 

Standard.  Her first foal to Veilmond was Set Purpose, winner of the A.J.C. Squatters Handicap 

among other races and runner-ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ tƭŀǘŜΦ  Alister came along as her fourth foal after 

New Flower was sent to the imported Widden stallion, Whirlaway, and brought 1500 guineas at the 

same sales that had seen True Course change hands.  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ мфптΣ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ !ƭƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

foaling that Ellison bought Baramul, a former 900-acre dairy farm. While the farm was transformed, 

Lionel Israel reared Alister at Segenhoe Stud.  9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

resulted in Baramul expanding to more than 5000 acres, and as we shall see, for a time become one 

of the most influential studs in the Widden and Hunter Valleys. 

 

1949 Inglis Yearling Catalogue 

 



Whirlaway, although only lightly raced because of the War, was a successful performer in England 

and was twice placed at Ascot over one-and-a-half miles.  A son of His Highness The Aga KhanΩǎ 

unbeaten Bahram, the winner of £43,086 in stakes that included the English Derby and St Leger, 

²ƘƛǊƭŀǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎŜƴȅ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ  ²ƘƛǊƭŀǿŀȅΩǎ ŘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ-

sister to Scottish Union, yet another winner of the English St Leger.   

Imported to Australia by Frank Thompson of Widden Stud to stand alongside Brueghel, Whirlaway 

began his stud career here with a succession of smart juveniles in his first season, with the likes of 

the A.J.C. Gimcrack Stakes winner, Rhumba, as well as Curiosity and Lady Pirouette.  Alister came 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎǊƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŦƻŀƭΦ 

Whirlaway became the first stallion since Multiform in 1905 to sire both the first and second place-

getters in the A.J.C. Derby although Rumyle like Alister was bred from an outside mare visiting the 

stud. After Alf Ellison purchased Baramul Stud, he and Frank Thompson became neighbours. 

Moreover, the two men had much to do with each other as they were vice-chairman and chairman 

respectƛǾŜƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭƻƻŘƘƻǊǎŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ  As the two Whirlaway colts, 

Alister and Rumyle slowly developed Derby form there was some good-natured banter between the 

two men as to which would be the better.  There was much mutual satisfaction when the two horses 

finished first and second. And to cap a wonderful day for Frank Thompson and Widden, Achilles, the 

Epsom Handicap winner had also been bred there being by their former stallion Ajax. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alfred Owen Ellison: Lillye on Legends 

Lillye on Legends: AJC Racing Calendar, March 1991 

Perfectionist and a Man for all Seasons 

I had my doubts for 59 years on the racing intelligence of anyone who bore the family name Mercier; 

but not any longer. 

The seed of my suspicion, you see, was planted in my then impressionable mind by that famous and 

droll funny man, Emile Mercier, one of a rare breed of cartoonists. 

²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ά{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅέΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘǳƳƻǳǊƛǎǘΣ [Ŝƴƴȅ 

Lower. What times! What memories! 

How lucky could a young man be? 

In those days the trams came up from Circular Quay, along Phillip Street, rattling around the short, 

sharp bend of Hunter Street into Elizabeth Street and beyond. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳŜŘ ά.ƻƴŘƛ ¢ǊŀƳέ Ǌŀƴ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Sydney, is stepping back a bit 

in time. 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ tƘƛƭƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ IǳƴǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /L. ŎƻǇ ǎƘƻǇΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ά{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅέ 

whose Bohemian workers slaked their thirsts at the three watering holes close by ς the Assembly, 

Tudor and Durban Club. 

All are gone today, but what memories and sore heads they spawned. 

Emile Mercier, who excelled in even Jo (Radish) Johnson at drawing weird and wonderful horses, 

ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ όмфпмύ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ ōƻō ǎǿŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǊŀŎŜέΦ 

Five shillings in those days was a respectable amount of money, the basic wage being much less than 

ŀ άǎǇƛƴέΣ ŀ άŦƛǾŜǊέ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ŀ ϻр ƴƻǘŜΦ !ǎ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΤ ōǳǘ 9ƳƛƭŜ Ǝƻǘ 

me, and easily. 

Everyone was running their sweep on the Melbourne Cup, but Emile assured me that his was on the 

Victoria Derby; which was reasonable, seeing Mercier did things differently to most. 

L ǿŀǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ŘǊŜǿ {ƪƛǇǘƻƴ όƻǳǘ ƻŦ 9ƳƛƭŜΩǎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ōƛƴ ς where else?); ecstatic when his 

jockey Norm Creighton saluted the judge in the Derby. 

Monday morning could not come quickly enough for me to collect. I was first to arrive, even before 

ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭƻƻƴ ōŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ Ǉǳō ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŘƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ƳƛǘƘǎΩ 

²ŜŜƪƭȅέ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ 

Finally in walked Emile. I held out my hand. Emile sadly shook his head, then ordered a reviver 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ ά{ƻǊǊȅΣ ƳŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǇΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ /ǳǇΦ L Ǝƻǘ ōŀƳōƻƻȊƭŜŘ Χ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻƴŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέΦ 



I was shattered, then had to agonise another day and a half before Skipton and Bill Cook won the 

/ǳǇ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ƴȅ άƘŀǊŘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘέΦ 

As Skipton was the last three-year-old to win the Cup, back in 1941, hindsight tells me I was 

ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ Χ ǘƘŀǘ {ƪƛǇǘƻƴ ŘƛŘ ǿƛƴΤ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻ that Emile, Lennie, Ken Slesor and the rest 

ƻŦ ά{ƳƛǘƘΩǎέ ōƻƘŜƳƛŀƴǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǇ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ǳǇΦ 

Such long-ago thoughts of frustration and joy usually soften with the passing of time but I was wary 

of any Mercier until recently when I noticed a desk pad truism attributed to me, Charles Alfred 

aŜǊŎƛŜǊΣ ǿƘƻΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘέΦ 

And that my friends is why I have broken the trainer-jockey mould to include Alfred Owen Ellison in 

the pƭŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ L ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ wŀŎƛƴƎΩǎ ά[ŜƎŜƴŘǎέΦ 

L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ L ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ !ƭŦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǎǘǳŘ ŀǘ 

Kerrabee in the Widden Valley where he stood the great Star Kingdom and his son Todman. 

Whenever L ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ !ƭŦΩǎ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŎŜƴǎǳǊŜǎΣ L ŎƭǳƴƎ ǘƻ 

his every word. 

Alfred Owen Ellison was his own man, a perfectionist, intensely proud and possessed of a sharp 

mind; an even sharper tongue if aroused. 

But he was quick to forgive and forget as I and others found out. 

bƻŜƭ IŜƴƴŜǎǎȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘ ƎǊƻƻƳ ŀǘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ŦƻǊ мо ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎǳƳƳŜŘ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ƻƭŘ άōƻǎǎέ ŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ 

liked and usually got his own way. 

άIŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŀƴǘŀƴƪŜǊƻǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƳŜƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƎŜέΣ bƻŜƭ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ άhƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΤ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƭƛŜ ƻǊ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜέΦ  

άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƭƭ IŜƭƭ ōǊƻƪŜ ƭƻƻǎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜǎǘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΣ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǳǇ 

ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ψ!ΦhΩ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘέΦ 

LŦ L ƘŀŘ ŦƛǾŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜ !ƭŦǊŜŘ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Χ άDǊŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊέΦ 

I found Alf a remarkable man, gifted in so many ways, but our friendship did not come easy. 

He sent at least five stern letters threatening to sue me aƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ IŜǊŀƭŘέ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ 

when I wrote stories that inflamed his anger. 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ōƻƛƭ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƳŀǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ 

I recall one story in which I pointed out that yearling buyers were given no opportunity to buy the 

winners of the first five Golden Slipper Stakes. 

!ƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛǊŜŘ ōȅ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ !ƭŦΩǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŀƴƪƭŜŘ ά!Φhέ ƴƻ ŜƴŘ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ 

and the threat of legal action. 



 

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 

 

It was typical, a few days later when Alf walked up to me at Randwick with a twinkle in his eye, put 

ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ŜǊǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ and fight over such matters, 

ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ΧΦΦέΦ 



L ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ōǳǘ !ƭŦ ƘŀŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳέ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

considered I was in the wrong. 

Recently I was discussing Alf Ellison with his good friend Bill Howey, the popular veterinary expert at 

Scone on whom Ellison and all other Hunter Valley breeders rely so heavily. 

.ƛƭƭΣ ǘƻƻΣ ƘŀŘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎƘ ƻŦ !ƭŦΩǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ IŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛŘƛƻǎȅƴŎǊŀǎȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦ 

ά²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ά!Φhέ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŎƻŎƪŜŘ ŀ ƭƛttle to one side, you knew a blast was 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎέΣ .ƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΦ 

There was the occasion that Alf came at me with his head practically at right angles to his nexk. He 

was fairly snorting smoke from his nostrils until he recognised me. 

As usual my first port ƻŦ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƛŘŘŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά{ȅŘƴŜȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ IŜǊŀƭŘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀƛƭȅ aƛǊǊƻǊέΦ 

L ǿŀǎ ƳŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ōȅ !ƭŦΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƪŜŜǇŜǊΣ aǊǎ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ L ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

visit. 

She ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ !ƭŦ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ aƛǊǊƻǊΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳέΦ 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǎŀƴŎǘǳƳ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎ ōŜƭƭƻǿ Χ άDŜǘ ƻŦŦ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜ 

ōŀŎƪΦ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜ aƛǊǊƻǊέΦ 

ά/ǊƛǇŜǎέΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ L ŘƻƴŜ ƴƻǿΚέ 

I was staggered by the ferocity of the blast but, knowing I had not written anything of late to 

ŘƛǎǇƭŜŀǎŜ !ƭŦΣ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ aǊǎ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōƻǎǎΩǎ ŀƴƎŜǊΦ 

She was as puzzled as I and we continued to talk. Alf, hearing that we were still on the doorstep, 

again bellowed his demand that we leave the property forthwith.  

άhǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ LΩƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƻŦŦ ƳȅǎŜƭŦέΣ ƘŜ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ōǳǊǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

brimstone. 

He came out of the shadows and, momentarily blinked as he looked into the bright sunlight, he took 

a moment to recognise me.  

²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ƎǊƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻƴŜ ŀǎ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŀǎ ƘƻƴŜȅΣ άhƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳ .ŜǊǘΦ 

I thought it was that other bastard who wrote such dreadful tƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ά¢ƘŜ 

aƛǊǊƻǊέ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊŜέΦ 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ Χ aǊǎ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƻƴŜǎΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέΦ 

Alf and I then sat in the cool of the comfort-filled lounge room and talked long about the early days 

ƻŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΣ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ !ƭf Ellison. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŦ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ƛŦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ L 

replied I would be delighted when the time came to put the Ellison recollections on paper.  



We left it at that. Some years later, when we were together at Wayne Harris 21st birthday party at 

Muswellbrook, Alf broached the subject again. Again it was left in abeyance. 

 

 

{ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ϧ ¢ƻŘƳŀƴ ϧ Ψ.ŀǊŀƳǳƭΩ 

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 

 

¢ƻŘŀȅ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻǘ ŀǊƻǳnd to recording the history and thoughts of Alf Ellison on his 

ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ !ƭŦΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ 

There was much that had never been told because it was a sad day for all when Alfred Ellison died 

on June 12, 1987, just 14 months after his great friend Stanley Wootton passed on.  

There was an aftermath to that delightful tea and scones incident. Only a few hours after our stormy 

ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΣ !ƭŦΩǎ ƘŀŎƪƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊƛƭ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘossed off 

ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ 

And this time Alf had good reason for his anger, even though the cause was accidental. 

It was about 120 degrees in the waterbag when we left the homestead to inspect the young foals in 

the magnificent front paddock that adjoins the homestead. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ƭŦ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ƻŦ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ ²ƻƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ ǳƴŎŀƴƴȅ ŜȅŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘΦ  



ά{ǘŀƴƭŜȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦƻŀƭǎΦ IŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 

at close hand but rarely touches the. He looks them straight in the eye and seems to sense their 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅέΣ !ƭŦ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ 

ά9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƘŜ ƛƴǾŀǊƛŀōƭȅ ǇƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǇΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴŎŀƴƴȅ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ Χ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƎŜƴƛǳǎ Χ ƘŜ 

Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎέΣ !ƭŦ ŜƴǘƘǳǎŜŘΦ 

The pasture was deep, almost up to the windows of our car and it was stifling hot. We were looking 

forward to a cool drink before we went on our way.  

The foals were sleeping or resting in the tall pasture. It was all so peaceful and mind-numbing. 

It was time to go. My driver turned the car., reversing through the tall growth before heading 

towards the front gate. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ !ƭŦ ƭŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ ōŜƭƭƻǿ Χ άǎǘƻǇ Χ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƴƻǿ Χ Laa95L!¢9[¸έΦ 

Luckily the driver was a man of quick reflex. He slammed on the brakes. The car stopped short, but 

only a split second before this sleepy, gangling colt scrambled to its feet, from almost underneath 

the rear bumper bar. 

We all breathed sighs of relief. It was such a narrow squeak that Alf lifted his head to the heavens, 

forgetting for once to tilt it in anger.  

Me? I was shaking and in too much of a hurry to get away, rather than contemplate witing around 

for a cool drink.  

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ŦŀǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǊǳǎƘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ƛŦ L ƘŀŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 

some two years later. 

Alf, during the tour of inspection, had pointed to the Star Kingdom colt and explained that he was 

{ǘŀƴƭŜȅ ²ƻƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфср ŎǊƻǇΦ 

Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ 

almost run over was the brilliant Biscay! 

Alf Ellison was man of rare determination: a fighter of great courage when courage was needed.  

Nora Elliott, his long-ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ άōƻǎǎέ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ άƎǊŜŀǘ ƘŜŀǊǘέΦ 

άIŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘŜŀǊǘ Χ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǎ ōƛƎ ŀǎ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎέΣ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ 

.ƛƭƭ IƻǿŜȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ά!ΦhΦΩǎέ όƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ά!ΦhΦέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŀǘ {ŎƻƴŜύ 

determination and strength of purpose. 

ά!ΦhΦ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿΣ ǊŜŘ aŜǊŎŜŘŜǎ .ŜƴȊέΣ .ƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ άǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 

ŀ ōŀŘ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ .ƻǘƘ ƭŜƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘ Χ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

ά.ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ Ψ!ΦhΦΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦȅ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŜŜƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 

surgery when he lifted Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ άƘŀƭǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǇǘƛƻƴΦ {Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ όȄ-ray). 



ά¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƘƛƳΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΚέΦ 

ά¢ǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅέΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƭȅΦ 

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƻǳǘΣ Ǉǳǘ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴέΣ !ƭŦ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘΦ 

After some time in complete traction, Alf was put on hydrotherapy; a long, painful process, but he 

was determined to walk again under his own power. 

.ƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ !ƭŦΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ aǳǊǊŀȅ .ŀƛƴ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ  

ά!Φhέ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙis visitors that he had moved both legs about an 

inch under water earlier that morning.  

aǳǊǊŀȅ .ŀƛƴΣ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ {Ŏƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛǊǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƭŦΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 

aǳǊǊŀȅΣ ǘƻƻΣ ƭƻǾŜŘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǎǘέΦ 

/ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ !ƭŦ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ aǳǊǊŀȅ ōǳǊǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

had moved his legs under water for the first time. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭƭ ƛǎ ǎƻ Ŧǳƴƴȅέ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ !ƭŦ ŀƴƎǊƛƭȅΚ 

Murray, realising he had offended his good friend, was immediately apologetic, but he retained a 

grin. 

ά{ƻǊǊȅΣ ƻƭŘ ƳŀƴέΣ aǳǊǊŀȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜǊŜ .ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ 

ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƳǳƭŀǘŜ WΦ/Φ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳέΦ 

Alf, knowing he was with real friends, then laughed as heartily as his visitors. 

!ƭŦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ǘƻƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǿƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƘŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴŘƻǊΩǎ ōƻȄ ŀǘ 

Newmarket.  

WƻƘƴ YŜƭǎƻΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ !ƭŦΩǎ ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊ Ŧƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘƻne. His quick whisper alerted 

Alf to the embarrassment, but he did not turn a hair. 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ WƻƘƴέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άōǳǘ ŘŜŀŘ ƳŜƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎέΦ 

It was easy to run off at every tangent when one recalls warm, wonderful personalities. I have done 

this with my story on Alfred Ellison, but make no apology. 

He is truly a Legend of Australian Racing, also a man who left his mark on everything he attempted. 

But there must be some chronological restraint, so let me begin at the beginning. 

Alfred Owen Ellison was born on December 31, 1902, at Pittsworth, a small hamlet outside 

Toowoomba on the Darling Downs of Queensland where his father was pastor of the Methodist 

Church. 

Almost 40 years later, leading Sydney solicitor, Mr Ellison developed a passion for thoroughbred 

ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ Χ ǿƛǎŜ ƳŜƴ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ плΦ 



!ƪŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 

thoroughbred breeding properties that Australia has known. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳŜŘ {tar Kingdom line was born, a breeding line that brought 

international significance to Australia. 

But there was no thought of thoroughbred dynasties when the Ellison family moved to suburban 

!ǊƴŎƭƛŦŦŜΦ {ŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ !ƭŦǊŜŘ hǿŜƴΩǎ Ƴind; his desire for a good 

education being stimulated by his mother Fanny who had been a school teacher. 

Alf graduated to the Cleveland (Sydney) Street High School from where he gained a scholarship to 

Newington College from 1918 to 1920. 

Ellison, although of small stature, became a champion schoolboy athlete at Newington, specialising 

in half mile events. 

He was out of athletics for a year when in was found that he was suffering from an enlarged heart, 

but he recovered and became the junior and senior champion at Newington. 

Next he gained an Exhibition that gave him admittance to Sydney University where he obtained 

Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Law degrees. 

IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŜǎƭŜȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

achieving much distinction. 

Ellison, in those days and later in his legal business, was always known as Owen. It was not until he 

became interested in Racing that he was called Alf and then only by his friends. 

(!ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ IŜ much ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻōǊƛǉǳŜǘ Ψ!ƭƭǿȅƴΩ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ; like Murray Bain) 

9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ wŀŎƛƴƎ Ŧƻƭƪ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ άaǊ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴέΦ 

!ǎ tƭǳǘŀǊŎƘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ Χ άŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ Ƙŀōƛǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘέΥ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭŦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴŜŘΦ 

9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ first great passion, apart from his legal business, was gardening. He read everything about 

gardening that he could get his hands on and soon became an expert on roses and other shrubs, but 

he specialised in the study and propagation of Camellias.  

Alf was ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻƴ /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфолǎΤ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ 

reviving many species that were in danger of becoming extinct. 

Norah Elliott recalled Ellison searching old Sydney gardens for Camellia species that were dying out. 

L ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ !ƭŦ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƻƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά!ΦhΦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀέ όŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǊŜŘ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳύΤ ŀƭǎƻ ά²ƛƴǘŜǊ /ƘŜŜǊέΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

many propagations. 

Ellison became a leading member of the Sydney Horticultural Society under the patronage of Sir 

Hugh Poate, the famous Macquarie Street surgeon. 



Alf brought a great revival to Camellia growing when he imported many species from Japan befoe 

World War II, and he researched the subject often in discussion with his good friend Garvin, curator 

ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΦ  

Ellison passed his knowledge of Camellias on to Professor E G Waterhouse when he became heavily 

involved with thoroughbred breeding. 

It was a humble beginning that led to the greatnŜǎǎ ƻŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΤ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ΨWƻƘƴƴȅ /ƻƳŜ [ŀǘŜƭȅΩǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ 

Alf Ellison bought his first thoroughbred in January 1937, at Newcastle. Here he was guided by 

trainer Max Laidlaw in the purchase of the moderate performer Spearbine for 180 guineas. 

Spearbine, five years old, had won once from 14 starts in the previous six months, in a Novice 

Handicap (1m) at Kensington when ridded by F (Billy) Hickey. 

Laidlaw saw possibilities in Spearbine as a hurdler and three weeks after the purchase the gelding 

earned is new owner £50 by finishing second in the AJC Hurdle at Randwick. 

There were only five starters, two fell but the new-chum owner was delighted at his  quick return of 

money. 

The racebook however gave no indication that Alfred Owen Ellison was an owner.  

IŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŀǎ άaǊ 9 ²ȅǾŜǊƴέΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŜǿƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŜƳōƭŜƳ Χ άŀ ƘŜǊŀƭŘƛŎ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ  ŀ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ŀǊƳǎΣ ǘǿƻ ƭŜƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

ǘŀǇŜǊƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅέΦ 

Alf Ellison adopted the anonȅƳƛǘȅ ƻŦ άaǊ 9 ²ȅǾŜǊƴέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

legal business, Manufacturers Mutual Insurance, might disapprove of his dabbling in racehorses. 

He need not have worried. In later years the executives of MMI took great pride in theƛǊ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊΩǎ 

triumphs as a thoroughbred breeder. 

{ǇŜŀǊōƛƴŜΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ǳƴǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ CƭȅƛƴƎ ²ŜƭǘŜǊ ŀǘ wƻǎŜōŜǊȅΣ ōǳǘ мл 

Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ϻоул ōȅ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !W/ IǳǊŘƭŜ ƻƴ {ŀǊŎƘŜǊƛŜΩǎ 5ƻƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ IŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ 

day. 

Spearbine (J Harris) started 5-2 favourite and won nicely. Four days later, despite a rise to 10.2, he 

won again at Randwick, this time over 2m 3f, starting even-money favourite and scoring by three 

lengths. 

Spearbine had only four more starts, without success, before his career came to an end; but well 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ άaǊ ²ȅǾŜǊƴέ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘƻƻƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ YƛƴƎǎΦ 

Alf got so much enjoyment at watching Spearbine when on agistment that he purchased 10 wooded 

acres in Burns Road, Wahroonga, within walking distance of his home in Kintore Street. 

Alf cleared the small piece of land and, with his expert farming knowledge, developed it into a prime, 

if tiny agistment property. 



The block of land where Alf reared his early thoroughbred foals is still vacant today, although it is 

ǇǊƛƳŜΣ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ bƻǊǘƘ {ƘƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

!ƭŦ ǎƻƻƴ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŜŘ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ΨōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΩ ǎǘǳŘΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

broodmare purchases, in 1938, was the Moabite mare Black Streak who was owned by Sir James 

Murdoch.  

Her first foal for Alf was the winner Ruffle King, in 1939. She was not bred again that year and her 

9141 colt foal by Royal Sun died. 

.ƭŀŎƪ {ǘǊŜŀƪΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƛƴ мфпн ǿŀǎ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜ ōƭŀŎƪ Ŏƻƭǘ ōȅ ±ŜƛƭƳƻƴŘ that sold as a yearling for 1000 

guineas which Alf thought was an excellent return. 

Allan Morrisby, then a successful trainer, made the purchase on behalf of Bill Kirwan and the colt, 

racing as Native Son, developed into one of the best sprinters of his day. 

He won at Canterbury at two years, scored again the following season ς Moorefield and Randwick; 

but he really blossomed with maturity. His wins included the 1946 Carrington Stakes and AJC Villiers 

Stakes, both at Randwick. 

Other horses that Ellison on hƛǎ ΨōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΩ Ǉƭƻǘ ǿŜǊŜ ²ƛƴǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ .ŀŎŎŀǊŀǘΦ 

Alf, then plumbing the bargain basements, bought Top Jig, the dam of Wintop ς in foal to Winooka 

ŦƻǊ он ƎǳƛƴŜŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŀǊŀǘŀƴΩ {ǘǳŘ ŀǘ tŜŀƪ Iƛƭƭ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мфпоΦ 

Three months alter Alf went to Newmarket saleyard where he bought the three-year-old filly New 

Flower for only 70 guineas. 

He retired the filly to stud immediately, putting her to the dual St Leger winner Veilmond (Limond ς 

Veil) who was beaten by a head by Tregilla in the AJC Derby. 

bŜǿ CƭƻǿŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŧƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭƛǎƘ Ŏƻƭǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ !ƭŦ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мфпс {ȅŘƴŜȅ ȅŜŀǊƭƛƴƎ ǎŀƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ 

bidding stopped at 650 guineas, Ellison passed in the colt; declaring that he would prove the buyers 

poor judges by racing the colt himself. 

With that reǎƻƭǾŜ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ {Ŝǘ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ .ŜǊǘ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜǎ 

ŀǘ wŀƴŘǿƛŎƪΣ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !W/ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ tƭŀǘŜΦ 

Seven days later, he was again runner-up, this time beaten three lengths by Deep Sea. 

Three more seconds followed that season ς to Valiant Crown (the eventual AJC Derby winner) in the 

AJC George Rowe Handicap, to slander at Warwick Farm and finally a long head defeat by Marine 

Victory in the mile Winter Juvenile ta Randwick.  

Set Purpose had 11 starts in his first season for five seconds and three thirds. He did not win at two, 

ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ срл ƎǳƛƴŜŀǎ ŀǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊƭƛƴƎΦ 

Two more placings followed at three and it looked as though Set Purpose was well on the way to 

being a carbon copy of his illustrious relation ς Silver Standard, one of our unluckiest good horses, 

whose second placings included the Melbourne Cup, Caulfield Cup and AJC Metropolitan (twice). 



But the long lane eventually turned. Set Purpose broke through for his first win at Rosehill, the first 

ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !W/ {ǉǳŀǘǘŜǊǎΩ IŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ŀǘ wŀƴŘǿƛŎƪΦ 

{Ŝǘ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊκƘƻōōȅ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ 

interests.  

Fate (and shrewd judgement) led him to the magical Widden Valley, long-time home of the 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎǘǳŘ ŦŀǊƳǎ ά²ƛŘŘŜƴέ ŀƴŘ άIƻƭōǊƻƻƪέΦ 

Alf inspected the dairy property of the Simpson Brothers. He liked what he saw and bought the 

1,100 acres property which was then callŜŘ ά.ŀǊǊŀƳǳƭέΦ 

Later Alf expanded his original purchase to 5,000 acres before selling a large tract, the bottom 3000 

ŀŎǊŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǘƻ ά²ƛŘŘŜƴέΦ 

CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƴ άǊέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

became famous not only throughout Australia but, New Zealand, Ireland, Great Britain and the USA. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ bƻŜƭ IŜƴƴŜǎǎȅ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά.ŀǊǊŀƳǳƭέΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 

ǿƘȅ !ƭŦ ŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴ άǊέΦ 

ά.ŀǊǊŀƳǳƭέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎmall forest of yellow box trees that 

grew on the high ridge to ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘέΣ bƻŜƭ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ 

άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǎǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƴ άǊέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŎƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƪΣ ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ-

ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪέΦ 

It could be an old sǘŀōƭŜƘŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŜƎŜƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǳǇŜǊǎǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǎŜǾŜƴ-ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ά.ŀǊaƳǳƭέ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƘŜƭŘ 

the touch of Midas as far as Alf Ellison was concerned.  

Lǘ ǿŀǎ IŜƴƴŜǎǎȅ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ΨƴǳƎƎŜǘǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ 

pastures form two greats ς Todman and Noholme. 

ά/ƛǘƛǳǎέΣ ŀ ōƻƴƴȅ ƳŀǊŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŦƻŀƭŜŘ ƻƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ƪȅ IƛƎƘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Χ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀƳ ς CƭƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ōƻŀǊŘŜǊέΣ bƻŜƭ ŜƴǘƘǳǎŜŘΦ 

bƻŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴǎΣ ǉǳƛǘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ƛƴ мфсуΣ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ !ƭŦ ƳǳŎƘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ƛƴ 

later years. Noel worked for some time on other properties but today live sat Denman where he 

drives a tractor for a living.  

!ΦhΦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘǊŀŦǘ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊƭƛƴƎǎ ƻŦŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мфп9 Newmarket sales. The 

draft comprised three lots: the Whirlaway ς New Flower colt, the Dark Lover ς Fluffy Ruffle colt and 

the Brueghel ς Spearyllia filly. 

9ŀŎƘ ōƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ōƭƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳȅŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƻŦŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

subsequent years, but it was the chestnut Whirlaway ς bŜǿ CƭƻǿŜǊΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 

Alf Ellison on the path to breeding distinction. 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻƭǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ōȅ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ² .ŀƭƭƻŎƘ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊ I Ψ{ƴƻǿȅΩ 

Wolters to race as Alister. 



Alister managed a single placing form his six starts at two years, but it was hint of things to come; 

third in the testing VRC Gibson-Carmichael Stakes at Flemington. 

Alister developed at three. He won the AJC Derby, ran second in the Caulfield Guineas before taking 

the W S Cox Plate ς Victoria Derby double. 

ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΣ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳƭȅΦ 

Alister could only finish eighth as a three-year-old in the Melbourne Cup, but the following autumn 

he won twice and was placed in the VRC and AJC St Legers. 

bŜǿ CƭƻǿŜǊΣ !ƭŦΩǎ тл ƎǳƛƴŜŀ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƛŘŜƴ ƳŀǊŜΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ {Ŝǘ 

Purpose and Alister. She foaled successfully for 14 consecutive seasons before Alf culled her to Jack 

¢ƘǳǊōƻƴΩǎ ά²ƛƭƭƻǿ DƭŜƴέ ǎǘǳŘ ŀǘ муΦ {ƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ foals for her new owner. 

¢ƘŜ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ŘǊŀŦǘ ƘŀŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊƭƛƴƎǎ ōȅ мфрм ǿƘŜƴ !ƭŦ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŎǊƻǇ ƻŦ ǎƛǊŜŘ 

by his first stallion, Kerry Piper. Big things were expected of the high-class imported stayer whose 

wins included the famed Cesarewitch Stakes (2m). 

The only previous Cesarewitch Stakes winner imported to Australia was Enfield who got such good 

stayers as the Melbourne Cup winners Rimfire and Sirius; also Red Fury (Caulfield Cup) and Great 

Britain (Victoria Derby). 

Kerry Piper was in high demand the first year his yearlings were offered. The 18 lot averaged a 

record 8,789 guineas, making him the top first-season sire. 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻǘǘƻƳ ǎƻƻƴ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǳŎƪŜǘΩΦ ¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭΩǎέ ƴƛƴŜ YŜǊǊȅ tƛǇŜǊ 

yearlings averaged only 426 guineas. 

His best progeny was the AJC Summer Cup winner Pipe On, but Kerry Piper was a prime flop, 

especially for an up-and-ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ 

Ellison wisely cut his losses, and quickly. He sold Kerry Piper after only three seasons. Fortunately, he 

had previously sought the assistance and advice of Stanley Wootton, to secure a suitable stallion 

prospect for Australia. 

Lƴ мфрмΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƴǳƎƎŜǘǘȅ ŎƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ YŜǊǊȅ tƛǇŜǊΦ !ǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ άƴǳƎƎŜǘǘȅέ 

was the term to describe the young stallions conformation. 

Later, it could have referred to the gold he produced for Alf Ellison and his two syndicate partners ς 

Stanley Wootton and Reg Moses.  

Yes, the new arrival was Star Kingdom. A dynasty was about to begin. 

 Star Kingdom was not ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΣ ƛƴ мфрмΦ 

Elliison found it necessary to drum up some business for the newcomer, so he offered around to his 

neighbours. 



Lǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ άƎŜƴƛǳǎ ŘƛŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅέ ǿƘŜƴ !ƭŦ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ 

¢ƻƳ Cƭȅƴƴ ŀǘ ƴŜŀǊōȅ άhŀƪƭŜƛƎƘ {ǘǳŘέΦ  

Tom, always a blunt character, declined an offer to send a mare or two to Star Kingdom; but his 

explanation was anything but diplomatic. 

ά¢ǳǊƴ ƛǘ ǳǇΣ !ƭŦέΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŜŘ ǇƻƴƛŜǎέΦ 

For once , Alf Ellison did not have the heart to take umbrage. 

Remember, Ellison prided himself on being a perfectionist. He knew that the small nuggetty Star 

Kingdom did not measure up to the then accepted guidelines of thoroughbred conformation. 

In fact, quite a time went by before Alf permitted photographs to be taken os Star Kingdom. 

But success bends very accepted principle. As they say, thoroughbreds race well in all shapes and 

sizes. 

{ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ άǎǇŜŜŘέ ƳƻǳƭŘ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ breeding; then expanded to produce 

wonderful winners at Classic distances. 

²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ !ƭŦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ ά.ƻƻƪ 

Cǳƭƭέ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƛƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭΩǎέ {ƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

FroƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ άƎŜƴƛǳǎ ŘƛŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ƻƴ .ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΤ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦƛǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ 

nostrils whenever Alf recalled early critics.  

9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǎƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ {ƭƛǇǇŜǊ {ǘŀƪŜǎ Χ ¢ƻŘƳŀƴΣ 

Skyline, Fine and Dandy, Sky High and the filly Magic Night. 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ όмфспύ ¢ƻŘƳŀƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǎƪƛƳƻ tǊƛƴŎŜ Χ ŀ DƻƭŘŜƴ {ƭƛǇǇŜǊ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ 

first crop! 

Three years further on, Todman struck again; with Sweet Embrace in 1967. 

bƻǊŀ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘΩǎ ǎƛǊŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎtion was up and away. 

{ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘΦ bƻ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Australian Breeding Industry. 

When Star Kingdom died from an enlarged bowel, on April 21, 1967, the then 21-year-old had been 

Premier Australian Sire on five occasions. The season following his death he achieved the double ς 

champion two-year-old sire and Premier Broodmare Sire, (the first of three such titles). 

{ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǎƛǊŜŘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άōƭŀŎƪ ǘȅǇŜέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΤ ŀƳƻng them Todman, 

Noholme, Sky High, Fine and Dandy, Skyline, Time and Tide, Biscay, Star of Heaven, Planet Kingdom 

Χ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴΦ 

.ǳǘ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŦŀƳŜ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǎƛǊŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜŘ Χ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 

stallions such as Todman, Biscay, Planet Kingdom, Noholme (USA); also grandsons Bletchingly, 

Imposing and Luskin Star. 



L ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǳƴŦƻǊƎŜǘǘŀōƭŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ Χ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ 

names, the beauty of the Widden Valley; all embroidered by the explanations of studmaster Elliosn. 

There was my visit about a year after Star Kingdom died. I was met at the front gate by Alf who said , 

άǉǳƛŎƪΣ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ Χ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎέΦ 

He practically bundled me into the small run-about, crossed the creek and drove past the stallion 

yards, to a quiet spot that nestled beneath the cliffs. 

Alf proudly pointed to the elaborate grave he had fashioned to mark the burial place of his beloved 

Star Kingdom.  

The grave was topped by a 12-inch thick concrete square and surrounded by  an ornamental iron 

fence with Prince of Wales feathers as its motif. 

A star of glazed stones had been set into concrete. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎŜƴȅ ǊƻŀƳŜŘέΣ !ƭŦ 

explained. 

9ƴƎǊŀǾŜŘ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ǎǘǳŘ ŘŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜƭƳ ǘǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

shade. 

ά²Ŝ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ aŜŎŎŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ƭƻǾŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ 

²ƛŘŘŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅέ !ƭŦ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƳŜΦ 

He told me that each year hundreds of inquiries came from overseas seeking information about Star 

Kingdom and his progeny. 

!ƭŦ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ L ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 

that he pointed to an insignificanǘ ǿŜŀƴƭƛƴƎ ŦƛƭƭȅΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άLΩƭƭ ōŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇƛŎƪ ƘŜǊ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜέΦ 

It was a challenge I chose to ignore. 

ά{ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ¢ƻŘƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ bƻƘƻƭƳŜΦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ DǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎέΣ !ƭŦ ŜƴǘƘǳǎŜŘΦ DǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎ 

was the last foal that old Oceana produced. 

Greatness, ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƛƴ ƭƻƻƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ Ŧƻŀƭǎ ƻƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ 

included the useful winners Hamden and Wandle. 

!ƭŦ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƻŦǘ ǎǇƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άƻƭŘ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴŜǊǎέ ƻƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ 

They were cared for as much as the stars still on active duty. 

I remember seeing old Oceana in retirement; and old, 26-yearold Sparkles, the half-sister to 

Doomben Cup winner Tossing; also the sad-faced Magic Symbol, dam of Biscay, in constant comfort 

when Is aw her at twenty. 

bƻŜƭ IŜƴƴŜǎǎȅΣ ǎǘǳŘ ƎǊƻƻƳ ŀǘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ŦƻǊ мо ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀǎ ŀ άōƛƎΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

ƘƻǊǎŜ Χ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƘŀŘŜ ƻǾŜǊ мрΦм ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊƘƻǳǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƴŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎέΦ 



Perfect proportions for the sprinter- miler. 

 

Photo cƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 

 

bƻŜƭ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǊŜǎǘƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ¢ƻŘƳŀƴ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ 



Star Kingdom may have been a sorry sight to Ellison when he first clapped eyes on the young stallion 

at Maurice aŎ/ŀǊǘŜƴΩǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜǎΤ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƛƴ !ƭŦΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴŜŘ 

ŀǘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ 

Jean Hayes, a perfectionist in her great ability to paint thoroughbred portraits, met her match in Alf 

Ellison ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ portrait of Star Kingdom 12 years after his death. 

Alf took her down to the Widden Creek where he had always stood Star Kingdom for photographers. 

It was part of the painstaking research that Jean carries out whenever she begins a portrait. 

Alf and his gooŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ά.ƛƳέ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ƻŦ ά²ƛŘŘŜƴέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ WŜŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƻƴ {ǘŀǊ 

YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ 

Each had a fantastic eye and memory for every thoroughbred they encountered. 

WŀŜƴΩǎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅΣ Ǉŀinstakingly illustrates the trace of white that appeared in 

{ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭŜǊǘΦ 

When the portrait was finished Jean showed it to Ellison for comment. I would not blame her for 

feeling nervous. Few men were as meticulous as Alf Ellison. 

It was obvious that Alf was pleased at what he saw, but he hesitated, then said. άWŜŀƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ 

ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴǘƘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǇ ōŜƭƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ǊǳƳǇέΦ 

Jean made the slight correction, Alf was content. 

As I have said earlier, Alf Ellison could be a man of surprises; but none more so than his decision to 

ǎŜƭƭ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΗ  

Iƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ bŜǿƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мрΣ мфруΣ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ŦƛŦǘƘ ŎǊƻǇ 

had averagŜŘ ϻрΣлуу ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ мф ƭƻǘǎ Χ ǾŜǊȅ ōƛƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ 

Forty mares, most with foals at foot and many in foal to Star Kingdom, went under the hammer. 

Among those that Alf sold were Huarette (the dam of Concert Star), New Flower (Alister), Pompilia 

(Pago Pago) and Spring Frolic (Castanea and Even Better). 

Another mare that changed owners at that dispersal was Canvas Back, the imported dam of 

YƛƴƎǎǘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law, Col Shearston; but had been a permanent 

ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ 

aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǊŜǎΦ Lǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 

acquire such broodmare strength, but the astute solicitor knew what he was about. 

He knew that best years were behind most of his discards and his supreme confidence told him that 

he could rebuild with younger, more valuable mares. 

But most important, he knew that Widden Valley land, at that time, was more valuable than 

breeding stock. He used most of the $93,586 gained form the dispersal, to buy land adjoining the 

original 1,100 acres of prime Widden country.  



LŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŀƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 

In 1970 Alf decided to sell all his breeding stock ς lock, stock and barrel; not at auction, but in one 

huge package deal.  

An American syndicate came to Australia keen to acquire Star Kingdom blood. Their first target was 

wŜƎ aƻǎŜǎΩ άCŀƛǊǿŀȅǎ {ǘǳŘ ŀǘ aǳǎǿŜƭƭōǊƻƻƪΦ wŜƎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ {ǘŀǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ 

his property was well-sǘƻŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ǎƛǊŜΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘΦ 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ άCŀƛǊǿŀȅǎέ ǎǘƻŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ 

They could not have chosen a better time to negotiate. Ellison had recently lost the services of his 

expert stallion handler Noel Hennessy, and he was experiencing other staff problems. 

άwǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōƛƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜέΩ !ƭŦ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

confirm that he was about to sell. 

He was then 68 and too much of a perfectionist to have the added worry of inefficient staff. 

As a result, Alf agreed to sell 62 broodmares and 21 foals to the Kentucky (USA) syndicate of Arnold 

Pessin, Rex Ellsworth and Dr Franklin. 

WƻƘƴ LƴƎƭƛǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ !ǊƴƻƭŘ tŜǎǎƛƴ ǘƻ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǘƻ ǘƛŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀƭΥ άaǊ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 

little interest in the horses after he made up his mind to sell. He seemed dispirited and stayed in the 

ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻŎƪέΦ 

ά!ǊƴƻƭŘ tŜǎǎƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Ŏƻǳp but, as wed drove off the property, he 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴŜ ǊŜƎǊŜǘέΦ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜ Χ LΩŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƎƻŘŘŀƳ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΩέΦ 

And so say all of us. 

It was not long after his second dispersal sale that Alf Ellison walked Todman across the paddocks to 

Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ ά²ƛŘŘŜƴέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǊŜŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ моΣ мфтсΦ 

!ƭŦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ά.ƛƳέ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ¢ƻŘƳŀƴ ƳŀŘ 

moved on ǘƻ ά²ƛŘŘŜƴέ ƘŜ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ оллл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǘƻ ά.ƛƳέΦ 

²ƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΣ !ƭŦ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜŘ ƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άIŜǊŀƭŘέ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎΦ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ά.ƛƳέΣ !ƭŦ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ά²ƛŘŘŜƴέ ŀōƻǳǘ тΣллл ŀŎǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

make it one of the biggest studs in the southern hemisphere. 

άLΩǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ Ƴȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ нΣллл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƘŜǊŜΤ ōǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ 

ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳȅŜǊέΦ 

άL ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƻŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘέΣ 

explained my friend. 



CƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ά.ƛƳέ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀǿŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ 

the zest for living that Alf Ellison previously enjoyed.  

 

 

Photo courtesȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 

 

¢ƘŜ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ƳŀǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{! ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǿŜŘƛǎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ {{ 

άtŀǊǊŀƪƻƻƭŀέΣ ƛƴ aŀȅΣ мфтлΦ 

See: http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/baramul-stud-dispersal-shipping-transport-to-the-usa-1970/  

The consignment was in the care of veterinarian Bill Howey, Jack Flood, the popular yardman at 

LƴƎƭƛǎΩ bŜǿƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǎǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴǘ aŀlcolm Ayoub. 

The valuable consignment arrived in San Diego on June 20, after a six-day stopover in Fiji and  a day 

and a half in Honolulu. 

http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/baramul-stud-dispersal-shipping-transport-to-the-usa-1970/


Only one thoroughbred was lost in transit, the old mare Dushess Delville who died of travel sickness 

three days out of Sydney. 

Duchess Delville, winner of the AJC Princess Handicap and rising 16 at the time of her death, was a 

daughter of The Duchess, the sister to AJC St Leger winner Aristocrat. 

Several other mares suffered travel sickness, but only one ς Torrina, aborted on the deck. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǘ wŜȄ 9ƭƭǎǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ά/Ƙƛƴƻ wŀƴŎƘέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 

the USA and South America. 

Among the well-bred mares which left Australia were Dollar Dancer, Gold Finch, Golden Maize, Pio 

Pio, Willow Song, Sky Bells, Eternal Youth, Jewel Tree, Hunter Red, Rich and Rare, Concert Star and 

Devant. 

A year later, Jim Shannon sent me a letter from New York explaining that 13 of the foals produced by 

ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ƳŀǊŜǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ ǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ !ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŀΦ  

The remaindŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

were sold at auction in Kentucky; most of the stock brought way below their value when compared 

with Australian standards. 

Imagine being able to buy such Australian mares as Star of Spring (Star Kingdom ς Delspring) for 

$100; or Jacinta ($600), Yes and No ($600), Matiwana ($500) and Medium, a sister to Knave, ($300). 

I was saddened to see the Australian Cup winner Miss High caste go for only $200. Admittedly she 

was then 21 but there was the fear that she could have ended as pet food. 

Concert Star, the dam of Academy Star, sold for $3000; while the weight-for-age winner Eternal 

Youth changed ownership at $23,500 and Rich and Rare (the dam of Citius), sold for $6000. 

The American syƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǎƻƭŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀǘ ά²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ CŀǊƳέΦ 

The total dispersal realised $1,086,500; a lot of money admittedly but sad when you take into 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ƘƻǊǎes held when they roamed the tranquil pasturs of 

the Widden Valley. 

Alfred Ellison drastically reduced his thoroughbred operation after his clearance to the USA 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ Iƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ά.ƛƳέ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ. 

But he had retained a few young race fillies and these he gradually moulded into a small but slect 

band of broodmares. 

One of them was Pomany (Vibrant ς Final Bid). Final Bid was from the last crop sired by Star 

Kingdom; hence the name. 

Alf Ellison sold tƻƳŀƴȅΩǎ мфуо ŦƻŀƭΣ ŀ Ŏƻƭǘ ōȅ [ǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мфур {ȅŘƴŜȅ ȅŜŀǊƭƛƴƎ ǎŀƭŜǎΦ IŜ ǊŀŎŜŘ 

as Pre-/ŀǘŀƭŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ DŜƻǊƎŜ aƻƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ !W/ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊΩǎ tƭŀǘŜΦ 



Pre-Catalan was later sold to New Zealand to stand at stud, and form his first crop came the New 

½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ bŜƛŎƘΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфмл 

!W/ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊΩǎ tƭŀǘŜΦ  

Can it be that Alfred Ellison had launched another winning sire line? 

9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άYƛƭǿƛƴƴƛƴƎέ ǎǘǳŘ ŀǘ {ŎƻƴŜΣ ǎƻƭŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ bŜǿƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛƴ 

1985 ς ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƭƭȅ tƘŀǊƻŀƘΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻƴ ǊŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ 

!ƭŦ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ŏǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ƛƴ мфуп ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ {ƛǘ ¢Ǌƛǎǘŀƴ 

Antico and shifted tƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎΣ άYƛƭǿƛƴƴƛƴƎέΣ ŀǘ {ŎƻƴŜΦ 

Sir Tristan, who found lf Ellison to be a staunch friend and sound advisor over the years, told me 

ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΦ 

άL ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜǘ !ƭŦ ƛƴ мфсу ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƭǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢ŀǘǘŜǊǎŀƭƭǎ /ƭǳō with Azzalin Romano. John Inglis came 

across to the table and introduced me to Mr Ellison. 

wƻƳŀƴƻ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀǘ !ƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ¢Ǌƛǎǘŀƴ Ƴȅ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǎƛƭƪǎ όƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƧŀŎƪŜǘΣ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ǎƭŜŜǾŜǎ 

and cap), made famous by Bernborough. 

άIŜΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ wŀŎƛƴƎ Χ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ƳŀǊŜ ǘƻ ¢ƻŘƳŀƴΦ wŀŎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

ƎƻƻŘ ƳŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ ¢ǊƛǎǘŀƴέΦ 

ά[ǳŎƪȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ !ƭŦ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΦ L ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƳŀǊŜ .Ŝŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ .ŀǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ DŜƻǊƎŜ 

Moore, to Todman and the resultant foal, Beau Vento, gave me first success as an owner and 

breeder. 

άbƻǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ L ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ WƻƘƴ LƴƎƭƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ƳŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎέΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ tŀǎǎŜǘǊŜǳƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƳŜ Ϸтлл0. He won 13 races and $130,605 including the AJC 

Metropolitan, STC Lord aŀȅƻǊΩǎ /ǳǇ όǘǿƛŎŜύΣ /ǊŀǾŜƴ tƭŀǘŜΣ !ƴȊŀŎ 5ŀȅ /ǳǇ ŀƴŘ t W hΩ{ƘŜŀ {ǘŀƪŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ .Ŝŀǳ wƻǳƎŜΣ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊΩǎ tƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±w/ bŜǿƳŀǊƪŜǘΤ 

also Companello who won the James Barnes Plate and was runner-up to Analie in the AJC 

aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴέΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ {ƛǊ ¢ǊƛǎǘŀƴΦ 

He, like Alfred Ellison, enjoyed immediate success in his choice of racing for relaxation form the 

stress of big business. 

{ƛǊ ¢Ǌƛǎǘŀƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΥ άL ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ !ƭŦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻn really well 

ǿƘŜƴ L ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ά²ƛŘŘŜƴέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ !ƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜ 

!ǇǇŜŀƭ 5ŀȅέΦ 

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ !ƭŦ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ 

property, I fell in love with it. I ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ƛǘέΦ 

άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ L ƪŜǇǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊέΦ 



άaŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ L ǇŜǎǘŜǊŜŘ !ƭŦ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻut the 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜέΦ 

άΩ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ǿƛƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΩΣ L ǇƭŜŀŘŜŘΦ 

άaŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƭƭΣ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅέΣ !ƭŦ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǎŀǾŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎΥ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳέΦ 

άΩ.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŘƛŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǎŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΩΣ L ǘƻƭŘ !ƭŦ ƻƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘέΦ 

άIŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀdy written a codicil to my Will which gives you the 

first ǊƛƎƘǘ  ƻŦ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘΩΦ 

Then came the night I will never forget. We had just finished a wonderful meal, had settled back for 

a few relaxing drinks when I gaiƴ ōǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘέΦ 

άΩtǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΩΣ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ ŜǾŀǎƛƻƴΦ 

¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ !ƭŦ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨǊƛƎƘǘƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ϷψψψψψψψψψψΚΩΦ 

Believe me, the price he asked was far less than I anticipatedέΦ 

ά!ƭŦ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōŀǊǘŜǊΦ IŜǎŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ōȅ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻƻƪ 

ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ !ƭŦΩǎ ǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ L ŘǊƻǾŜ ƻŦŦ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Ψ.ŀǊŀƳǳƭΩ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

pockeǘέΣ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ƛǊ ¢ǊƛǎǘŀƴΦ 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ƭŦ ǎƻƭŘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǘƻ {ƛǊ ¢ǊƛǎǘŀƴΦ aŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŜ 

had told me that Antico would make a success of breeding. 

άIŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀƴΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜέΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 

Alf. 

I know that he walked off the property content that the stud he had founded would remain in good 

hands. 

L ǉǳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ !ƭŦ ǎƻƭŘ ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέΣ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άIŜǊŀƭŘέ ƛƴ мфупΦ 

I kept in touch witƘ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ άYƛƭǿƛƴƴƛƴƎέΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

liked, or should have; and old journalist gets lazy when he no longer has the need for news. 

But it was mainly Alf Ellison That I turned to when I needed some thoroughbred information. He was 

the one man I could always rely on for accuracy. 

A couple of years back I telephoned Alf, the first time for far too long (as I now know by hindsight), 

and, as usual, I wanted to know something. 

I almost dropped the phone when Alf greeteŘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŦǳƭ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά.ŜǊǘΣ LΩƳ ŘȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿέΦ 



It was typical that he said it in such a matter-of-fact way. He was not looking for sympathy; just 

putting the record straight, a he would say. 

As usual, Alf Ellison was correct. He passed away on June 12, 1987, six months short of his 85th 

birthday. 

ά! ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎέ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅΦ L ōŜƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊΦ DǊŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ƳŜƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ !ƭŦǊŜŘ hǿŜƴ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

never get out.  They have too much to give the world. 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ Χ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ !ƭŦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ [ŜƎŜƴŘ ƻŦ Racing. Legends are never forgotten. 

The AJC Committee programmed the inaugural A. O. Ellison Handicap at Randwick during the 1990 

Spring Carnival. It was a restricted-class event. The name is worthy of a Stakes Contest. Racing 

history is studded with thoǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ !ƭŦ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ 

ά.ŀǊŀƳǳƭέ ǎǘǳŘΦ 

 

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 

 

Postscript (WPH) 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ΨhagiographicalΩ ǘȅǇŜ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ōȅ .ŜǊǘ [ƛƭƭȅŜΦ YƴƻǿƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ƳŜƴ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ƴot 

ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ƳƛƭŘƭȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΚ ¢ƻ Ƴȅ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ aǊ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ όŀƭǿŀȅǎ ΨaǊΩ ǘƻ ƳŜύ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

ǾƛǎŎŜǊŀƭ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ!ƭŦΩΤ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΗ IŜ ǿŀǎ ά!ƭƭǿȅƴέ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 

closest (male) associates such as Murray Bain. You be the judge. 



 

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ tǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΩ 
 

Reg Moses was the other 1/3 owner of Star Kingdom 

Postscript 

Stanley Wootton said of AOE: ά9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴƛǎǘΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōȅ ƘŀƭŦ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ LŦ ŀ 

problem comes up he goes on and on until he gets to the bottom of it. Baramul was, and is, run by 

ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊέΦ  


