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The featured image shows the assemblage for the presentation of the Bim Thompson Lightning
Handicap at White Park Race Course is=m May 1981. Those preserntoim left to right are:
David Bath; Bill Howey; Rx@rt Thompson (winning jockey); AO Ellison; Antony Thompson; Peter
Meehan (Radio Station 2NM); Bert Lilley (Sydney Morning Heralthjs cadre probably captures
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Flemington and Randwick. He depicts the relationship with ST Wootton based on mutual respect

settling points of difference amicably. AOE was also a businessman with multiple interests including
horticulture, gardening, farming and grazing. He once said to¥le Y|l &8 y 234G 06S | @SNE
ai201Yrly . Aff O6KS glayQaov odzi L Y | @SNE& 3I22R
was right.He could also be artful. Murray Bain was much amused when AOE set about ring barking

all the lIronbark Trees on the @rpments. It left good looking Box Eucalypts deemed to flourish on
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untutored or unwary voyeur?
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Alf Ellison, Star Kingdom's managing part-owner in Australia, photographed at the
races at Flemington.
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Alfred Owen Ellisor{1 January 1908 12 June 1987), often referred to in print AD. Ellisorand
known colloquially aglf or A.O, was arAustraliansolicitor, company directorracehorse owner
andbreeder] 2 6 SOSNJ KAa Of2aSald FTNASYRa Ol One&Res&KAY W!I f
was Murray BainAOE greatly admired Murray Bain and modestly gave much of the credit of
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mutual respectHe especially loathed being addressed W! f FQ 0 & Fuldo@Afoftd 2 2 dzNJ/ |
years he was the owner &aramul StudEllison served as chairman of the Australian operations of
Mutual Acceptance Ltd (noBtandard CharterédandListerBlackstoneHe was President of the
Bloodhorse Breeders' Association of N.SA#/a solicitor & implemented the inaugural charter and
Rules and Bylaws.
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Birth and education

Ellison was born iQueenslandto Fanny (née) Bytheway and the Rev. Tom Ellisbiethodist
minister. He was one of six children: four boys and two girls. Ellison commenb&svatgton
Collegein 1918 during the headmastership of the Revdbarles Prescattn 1920, his last year at
school, he was Senior Prefect and was awarded tdeBOYs Prize. Ellison was awarded an
exhibition in theLeaving CertificateHe went up to thaJniversity of Sydneiy 1921 and graduated
as aBachelor of Artén 1924 and as Bachelor of Lawis 1927-He was in residence &Yesley
College, University of Sydney

Legal career

After servirg as an articled clerk witRobson & Cowlishaduring his university studies, Ellison
foundered the legal firm AO Ellison & Cdiydney It was active in advisindew South Wales
manufacturerson to their rights and liabilities, especially in relation to industrial relations and
occupational health and safety legislation. The firm moved into insurance work and after a series of
mergers is now known as Rankin Ellison and ffaes in Sydney andewcastle

Horses

In 1940, Ellison foundeBaramul Sid in the Hunter Valley The name of Baramul originally had two
Rs. It was developeah land known as Joe's Padddikt had previously produced some good early
horses. Ellisohad previously had his mares at the Widden Stud nearby. Soon after its foundation
Ellison bred Alister at Baramul. Alister went on to win A&and VRMerbys and th&V SCox Plate
His horses were branded with an image of a barbed tail taken &¥@viyvern the heraldic symbobf

his old school, Newington College.

The disappointing Kerry Piper was the first stallidiison and Wootton stood in partnership.

However the affiliation flourished. Wootton acknowledged Baramul with its overall lushness and
FSNIAEAGE a GKS WARSIEQ ydzZNESNE F2NINFAAAYy3I ¢K?2
very favouriteaesthett property in the Upper Hunteraley. STW said of ACGEQ f t A a2y Aa |
perfectionist. He does nothing by half measures. If a problem comes up he goes on and on until he

gets to the bottom of it. Baramul was, and is, run by him in an exemplary maxi#ewdm 1951,

Star Kingdoma sire owned by a partnership of Ellison, Stanley Wootton and Reg Moses brought

great acclaim to Baramul.

In 1984 the stud was purchased by Bistan Anticaand is now owned bgerry Harvey
Camellias

Ellison was an enthusiastic groweroaimelliss and he produced prizeinning stock at Baramul.
With Prof. E.G. Waterhoudee arranged displays of camellias la¢ tMacquarie Galleries aridbvid
Jones Thecamellia japonic#\.O. Ellison is named s honour.

Later life and death

In 1981, before the sale of Baramul, Ellison bought the cattle and horse stud Kilwin&Sogre,

New South WaledHe had married Nancy Shearston in 1928 and she predeceased him in 1982.
Ellison died at Kilwinning on 12 June 198i&. personal secretary at A O Ellison & Company was Miss
Norah Elliott.His housekeeper at both Baramul and Kilwinning was Mrs Connie Phillipsiwihes

him and is a resident at 1&thearn Village Aged Caire Scone

Bill & Julie Rose are the current owners of Kilwinning having purchased it from the Estate of A O
Ellison. F W Rose was an executor of the estate.
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Alf Ellison and Norah Elliott photographed together at Randwick in the early
1950s. Miss Elliott has been Ellison’s personal secretary for more than 40 years.
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secretary for the last 40 years. She is marvelously efficient and has looked after my; afifigirs
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The featured image shows the assemblage for the presentation of the Bim Thompson Lightning
Handicap at White Park Race Course Scone in May 1981. Those present form left to right are: Cliff
Ellis;Roy Hinton (Trainer); Bill Rose; David Bath; Antony Thompson; Bill Howey; AO Ellison; Peter

Meehan (Radio Station 2NM); Bert Lilley (Sydney Morning Herald).



Personal Reflections

Most of us were a tad afraid of AOE. He could be intimidating if arousethtiesged with an acute
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Many of my generation looked up to him for counsel and advice. | was one of Heenjoyed

discussing sex! John Andrews was angpQueensland horseman at Baramul in 1967. He and | were
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He proved to be an influential personal mentor on numerous occasions. He selected me to

accompayy the ship carrying his dispersed bloodstock to the USA in 1970. | have documented this
seminal journey elsewher¢. S LINP @SR (2 06S I (26SN) 2F aiNBy3aiGK
tragic demisen July 1980. AOE was the very first person David Jommstywisely contacted on
RAAO2QOSNAY3I GKS OF G ad NMLKIiSon ®dk Mierdronithiete (iHe was y i S N &
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On moving to Scone | routinely sought his sapient counsel. Sarah and | entertained bothdAOE a
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time | ever encountered him even remotely affected lbgoiol as | poured him into his car. He
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AOE and his faithful secretary at AO Ellison & Co Miss Norah Elliott ran the Bletchingly Syndicate for

ST Wootton and others. We were both shareholders. It was a binary symbiotic arrangéyot

long before he died AOE presented me with a large framed photograph of champion stallion

Bletchingly. He signed itonthe batk: Af £t Y Ly 3INF GAGdzRS F2NI Yl ye ISy
5 S 0S Yo S.Me diedh gpncl®Iune 1987 aged 84. A=ftlthe room he said to me in his very best

clippedd I NNJpataisSNIAE t @ [ SG YS GStt @&2dzT €2dz KF@S (2 o
0 K2 NP dz3 K 0 NdB Was tiRingRat®Et Sbmeone else; but it was a lesson for me!

In2017 AO Ellisonwas indii SR Ay (2 (GKS bS¢gOFadtsS wz201S& / f dzo Q:
Sam North was his main proponehtS A a TSI 0 dzZNBR Ay 020K @ARS2a W¢K
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Stanley Wootton to Murray Bain written from the Southern Cross Hotel in Melbourne datéd 31
December 1972. It is a quite revealing letter. The STW and AOE enduring partnership may have
0S3dzy G2 WFNI Ol dzZNB QK
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Ellison modestly passes much ofthe cigdi ¥ 2 NJ . | NJ YdzZ Qa adz00S&aa (2 KA
Bain, who ran a veterinary practice from the nearby township of Scone. Ellison appointed Bain as
0KS addzRQa OKAST OSOUSNAYIFINEB FROA&AZ2NI YR KS al ea
G aurray Bain was not only a warpmearted, enthusiastic man he was also a great innovator. He

introduced stomach tubing, manual pregnancy testing and many other practices that are now
FR2LIISR Fa adlkyRINR LINROSRdAZNE 2y GKS (2L addzRa |
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Guineas in 1962 jointly owned by N D B Smith & A M Baturray Bain@ familywere successful
again inthe 1980Golden Slippewith Park Eclise}Baguette ex Marjoram)



Baramul Stud Dispersal 1958

Complete Dispersal Sale

OF

BARAMUL STUD

On Account of Mr. A. O. Ellison,
Kerrabee, N.S.W.

TO BE HELD AT
Newmarket Stables,
Barker Street,

Randwick,
ON
TUESDAY, 15th APRIL,
| i 1958.
William Inglis & Son Commencing at 2 p.m.

Pty. Limited . ;

Bele & Star Kingdom (imp.)

28 O’Connell Street, Sydney.
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In 1970 | actally accompanied theomplete dispersal salef Baramul Stud bloodstock to the USA

when they were sold to Messrs Ellsworth, Franklin and Pessin in 1969. This was eleven years later. |
GNRGS 02dzi AdG Ay Y& | dzi20A2 INKBLIKANIIGG ANOK SA yL y]{FO2y
http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/thenfinitive-history-of-veterinarypracticein-scone/Clearly Mr A O

Ellison had had a chang&heart? There were very good reasons for doing so. His resident sire Star

Kingdom had just emerged as the cosmic superstar of thoroughbred breeding in the Southern

Hemisphere. He was to become one of thelah YS WINBIF a4 Q | yR TPRuaswafa. (A YSaA
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running of the Golden Slipper Stakes in scintillating style in 1957. In fact the first five Golden Slipper

Stakes contested were won by the progerfythe new super sire. Eat your heart out supreme

entrepreneur and ultimate hustler George Ryder!
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if the sale actually took place? 42 well credentialed rsamere offered for competition. It may well

have been that Mr Ellison was disappointed with the performance of his foundation sires Kerry Piper

(Imp.) and Osborne Il (Imp.)? Mr Ellison was a distinguished barrister by profession.


http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/the-infinitive-history-of-veterinary-practice-in-scone/
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long time housekeeper and companion Mrs Connie Phillips is still with us (just) at 96. | would love to
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100).

Mr Ellison gave a cameo even virtuoso perfornfaincA 'y G KS G20SYAO @GARS2 We¢KS
58y a i Bit@MscoheBeRiyhasty.com.au/thestar-kingdomdynasty/. There are differing views

of how Star Kingdom arrived at Baramul? W8 2 y I f RQ ¢2dzZf R RSAONAROGS GKSY
KFI3S aNJ 9ffAazyQa ¢g2NR 2y AdGd® 1S gra + fFg&SNII
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Baramul Stud Dispersal 1970

STAR KINGDOM

This posed photograph of Star Kingdom — taken at Baramul stud in 1954 — is his
part-owner Mr A.Q. Ellison’s personal favourite. He says it best captures the true
physical character of the horse.
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In July 1970 | was extremely fortunate to accompangttendant veterinarian the last major

AKALIWSY(d 2F K2NESa (2 (GNrXr gSNAS (GKS gAfR tIF OAFAO
modern Swedistegistered container vessel circumnavigating the vast ocean in pursuit of trade. This
wasmyfirstandonlyéd2 3 dzZNB G2 Wi AFS 2y GKS 20Sty ¢ @SaQ |y
seaman! What an experience in life skills and people/animal management training!-styappers

GSNBE alfO2tY ! &82d2o ¢K2 KIFIa NBOSydfte F@OKASOSR yI
Cassidy. Malcolm was a colourful racing identity encompassing in spades all the skills and attributes

GKS &a20NRA1jdzSG AYLX ASaH WOl Cft22R Y& Wo2aaQ 41 &
and loyal friend of his equally impeccable emploged gentleman John Inglis. Like John he became

my much respected mentor, advocate and confidant until his ultimate demise some years ago. With

three of us to care for 84 horses for a month the job was ahead! Malcolm with some psychological

baggage was oesionally AWOL.

The crew was a most intriguing conglomerate of Scandinavian and West Europeans with a few global
itinerants completing the cast! The captain was a very fine Swede and many were equally impressive

Finns. The Chief Engineer wasBaton Augat von Reinfelds of old Prussia who had commanded a

U-boat during the war! Then resident of Mosman he told me stories of‘hisrde drawn carriages

on the expansive family estates in Bavaria. He certainly knew his horses. All his subordinates were
AustroDSNXY Yy YR W{AS3 | SA{tQ Nz SR hYH hyfteé 2yS 020
YR NBAARSY(d 2F /IfAF2NYAlI OKIFIfftSyaSR GKS R2YLl Ay
0SI OKS&aQx OAIFNI YR O2NNBOGf ddehadlpoeviblBIR W+ Q AAIYH
FOO02YLI yYyASR o0f22Rat201 3Syd wS3a 1y3asSt aKALLAyY3
.NRByiT SQ G2 ! YSNAOI @

The 84 horses on board were comprised mostly of thoroughbreds from the dispersal of the famous
Baramul Stud in the Widden May. My personal favourite aesthetic HV Stud property this was the
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month foetuses carried in some of thefioal mares. The exquisitely beautiful chestnut Todman
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had been purchased by a disparate triumvirate of successful USA business men following the brilliant
4dz00Saa Ay b2NIK ! YSNRAOI 2F ¢2RYlFIyQa o6NRUKSNI Whb?
Ellsworth vas a big time Morman cattle rancher from Utah who had enjoyed enormous success with

l @LISNA2Y Q& INYYyRazy W{glLAQ o6& WYKIfSRQ® | A& &azy
achieved global prominence firstly by pneumatically enlarging and enhlgtiegnmammary tissue of

the postingenue female residents of Hollywood and secondly by purchasing overnight TB stallion
4dz00Saa W+l 3dzSte b2o0ftSQ FNBY GKS ! Y aeé O2ff St Ac
prior to his sale to the US.



Todman proved to be a most successful sire in all departments. His outstanding
racehorses included Eskimo Prince, Crewman and Ricochet; his sons sired the
top performers Ngawyni, Scamanda and Burwana, and his daughters produced
the champions Dulcify, Maybe Mahal and Good Lord.
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Dr. Arnie Pesson was a larger than life Texarm and Lexington/Kentucky based veterinarian who

was my gracious and generous host later that year. | still retain clear memory of his supervision of

the construction ofanew FasigA LJG 2y al f S& O2YLX SE Ay [ SEAy3iG2Yy ¢
directed the bulldozers on site from horse back complete with spurs, whip, cigar and topped off by

an immaculate white tergallon Stetson! Arnie Pesson was particiylamgracious about the original

owner of the mare shipment, barrister Mr. A. O. Ellison of Baramul. However, his descriptive

American vernacular then fresh to my ingenue ears in alleging various banal proclivities does not

bear repetition here!

The maresvere held in individual inwardly facing stalls on deck and stood for the entire 28 days
22dzNySe 2y g22RSy aftldaod ¢KS adlrtfta gSNBE O2yailND
NEY2OSR LI NGAGAZYE 080658y (KS OBNMIONG@AaCRRE (KISE
ultimately highly significant! Feed bins and fresh water buckets were placed in front of each mare.

Ordure was washed overboard daily by power seawater hosing. Feeding comprised Lucerne hay and

chaff, oaten and wheaten chaff, Victoranm& 2 ¢ Kl &3 Y2fl aasSa a +Fy Wk LWL
GSUSNAYENE LKENYEO8 AyOtdRSR t SyAOAfEtAY O6W NBAGLH
tube, alkaline salts, Epsom salts, stethoscope and thermometer. The journey took us via Fi](Suva [

and Lautoka [2] days) to Hawaii [2 days] and finally San Diego. The mares and other horses rested
beautifully at night gliding peacefully over the smooth ocean. It was serenely sanguine to observe

the tranquil scene with flying fishes glinting and spiakin the crystal clear moonlight before

retiring at nightfall!
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Photo courtesy of John Gilder abdJudy White
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palatable and to their liking at all' The alarm bells sounded with loud clear clarion fortissimo very

early on day 3! An old brown mare was clearly severely distressed from before daylight! She had

consumed her usual feed andhter overnight. | will never forget her anguished expression, terrified

mien, flared dilated nostrils, dark purple plum coloured mucous membranes, dyspnoea, high febrile
temperature (41.2 Celsius), sanguineous blood tinged watery nasal discharge sdigresnal

struggling and death all within 2 hours! Treatment proved useless! | had witnessed first hand the
2yasSix SINBaax LINPINBaa FyR AyS@OAGErofS dz GAYFGS
Jack was shocked and | was in trepidation! Jasleteran of many long sea voyages with horses, had

never seen anything like it!

The next series of events have also stayed with me over the years! At sea in the merchant navy, the
captain of the ship is supreme omnipotent commander as judge, jury,catie@nd executioner! No

arguments! Not surprisingly | was not allowed to perform a PM. Within moments of her death the

mare was winched up by a gantry crane with a rope around a hind leg and swung overboard. A
ASEYFY 6AGK | 1YATS58dz0Ad kS QNBLIS 2 15y dbs &t iz §5 4 S R
wide blue pacific migvay between Sydney and Suva! Not two weeks before she had languished in

the lush Lucerne paddocks at Baramul! | stood transfixed and stunned at the speed and efficiency of

the whole @eration which seemed to take only a few seconds although it must have been longer?

To this day | have never seen a more impressive or proficient means of disposal of a large cadaver. |

am forced to confess the circumstances were unique, however!



Alarmedand forewarned Jack and | took exquisite care and paid minute attention to detail from

here on! At the slightest sign of abnormality we checked them out. With any rise in temperature |
gavethemp Y S3Al dzyAda 2F W/ NEAGI LIByheavénbusly dack1® 19 o3 ON.
YS3l dzy A& We¢ NRAJIG @doibng/ienethaniine edidillin ThtraanBscularlyThis

was repeated one or two times. I/we became adept at picking the early cases by astute observation.

At first light each mormingdd O2dzf R f 2271 Ff2y3 (G4KS tAyS 2F K2NES
clearly defined glazed eyes and alarmed anxious expression with flared nostrils became

pathognomic for the condition. Temperature rise confirmed the diagnosis. Treatment instituted

immediately proved to be effective. The affected mare(s) were removed from their stall(s) and

placed on straw on deck with restraining ropes attached to the containers. Here they could lie down

FYR NBalX ljdzZAdS ONRGAGAOF fQ T2 ND NIKE2 DANEIIS 52(1S Yt Fdaiii
conditioned mare on board but she succumbed on the Lautoka/Hawaii leg. She lost an estimated
Hnn13 FYR Wat ALILISRQ KSNJ KIFANIX Saa O2ftid F2Ff 2y RS

Even though the weather was generallywarnRan o | £ Y& X mT 2NJ my YI NBad &aK2g
travel or shipping fever necessitating treatment. | was not prepared to take the risk! A few others

exhibited milder chronic clinical signs and were treated prophylactically. The weanlings having more

space ® move and mix travelled well. The six night stay in Suva was exXjrelaeaging to the

K 2 NA S-0eing @& fisyche. Container vessels are intense hives of activity around the clock while

in port. On the leeward side of Viti Livu it seemed torainevefly i SNy 22y G n 2Q0f 2 0]
at other times! This meant extremely noisy opening and shutting of hatches at the slightest sign of

AyOf SYSyOeo ¢KS WKdzodzw Q 2F f A 3K y@as covstuitfof2Z Of | y |
hours nonstop. @nsequently there was no tranquil rest for the horses as at sea. They were
Oz2yaidlyidte W2AGUSNEQ FYyR W2y SR3ISQ Fff GKS GAYS
was repeated to a lesser extent in Lautoka (2 nights) and Hawaii (2 nigsuccessfully

employed local labour to assist with feeding, watering and hosing down in port. The Fijian media

GSNBE AyildSyasSte AYyGdSNBadSR Ay 2dzNJ dzyAljdzS O NH2® 2
well as radio and TV. The femalejourdali ¢ A 0 K GKS WeAYSaAaQ 41 & LI NIAOdz
trained local veterinarian Dr. Goldsmith was also most hospitable.

Life experience with merchant seamen ashore and exposure to local culture is not something one
forgets easily! Minutes after docking Suva and laying down the gang plank the deck wasmsimng
with local female talentThis seemed to bde rigueutbehaviour and mostly racquaintance with
further (literal') bonding from previous visits. There were some truly memorable parties!
Themorh y3 | FGSNI I WALISOAILIETQ G GKS AReftAO |
GAYS yy2dzyOSYSyida® IS NBFR | YS&aal3aS Ay oON
gentleman from your ship kindly return to retrieve his glassesrasdinderpants from the
AgAYYAY3I LR2THE L YIRS Iy FTLWRAYGYSYyld 6A0GK |y 2L
half blind, very reliant and as | had no spare(s)!

2 AYAlTA 61 & a2z SEOSLIIAZ2YLFTH | | yédpurdet @otdby = & KA L
owner and resident of Brisbane put on the greatest show on earth in a bar on the strip. His sobbing
rendition of the pain of loneliness at sea so impressed the gullible but sympathetic barmaid we had

our own private party withinanhourfo | NNA @F f H Wl a4l Q Aa 2yS 2F (KS
SELISNASYOSR FyR 3SydaySte aANBIIFNA2dzAA LIS2LX S L KI
His thespian talents exceeded his consummate social skill and punting proclivity! He later wrote to

telf YS KSQR adz00Saa¥fdZ té& o0FO1SR W5AQOARS |yR wdz S¢
Handicap and Doomben Cup of that year. | rather ddwebstill retains the proceeds!



While | was administering prophylactic penicillin to the horses theleshcew seemed to be lining

dzL) Ay advYLIl GKe& F2N dKS aryS GNBILGYSyldl o0& akaiaLlQa
medical advice they had all been compulsorily vaccinated against tetanus before embarkation

0S50l dzaS 2F WSELR & draiéiBed indteasé@dedysS &f Eonttagfimly thé disBasd!

The Hawaian visit was rudely interrupted by the need to blood sample all horse on board for

guarantine purposes beginning at 2am! Some party pooper! Dave Mackay was the courteous and
hospitable local& F § S GSHESNAYFINAIyd | Aad SELISNIAAS 6AGK K2 N
very quickly and we finished the task long before breakfast. Before arrival in LA we were met by

boarding party including a senior CA state veterinarian. He came to eS8k tWYa 0 NI y3S @A NHza
detailed and thorough interrogation and the results of the blood tests were known we were cleared

to land on mainland USA.

Disembarkation in LA was classic! The horses were lifted individually in crates by large gantry cranes

froY RSO]1 (2 LRNI® ¢KS ONIiGSa 6SNB WIASNRFGNROQ ¢2:
Engineer von Reinfelds had not disguised his disdain or disgust for Americans and their culture all

P28l 3ASP® | A& QOAGdZLISNY GAQPS (IIKS2 &l 2 dZRS A @A NK Q & dzNB KW |
gra adgNRy3Ite AYLNBaaSR 2y lye2yS gK2 OFNBR (2 f A
complete with cap, gloves and white cane he paraded conspicuously in upright splendour back and

forward along tle sidewalk poking the LA wharfies with his cane loudly proclaiming time and again:

{2 CNBR CfAyildadt2yS KIFI&S odAfid 1SaS8S ONI}I{iSax dzaAKEK
thought World War Ill was about to erupt! August Von R. was even mdightkd when the

OKIttSy3aS 2F RAaAYlIyYyldtftAy3a GKS LNRY .IN] 622RSy afi
OKIFAyalga 2LISNI¥ ISR o6& (GKS AyRAISy2dza WoKINFASaAQ
GKS 220 2yfté 2dzail I @S I df H NHzgi $ NRa WA y NPy WIdHRIAE G Q
F2f{t26Ay3 @SENWP ! FOSNI I @SNE 3I22R YAIKOG 2dzi Ay
became somewhat disoriented and was discovered wandering in the grounds of the house in which |

now reside! Then incumbent Janet Barton, mother of Cessnock veterinarian David was singularly not
amused on discovering the strange man late at night in the bushes muttering in deep gutteral
DSNXYIFyYyk9y3ItAaKY a{2 .Aff 125Se] BSA@HsER2YENAG SS@MH?2§
and Ted from Manchester!

Pessin, Ellsworth and Franklin were present to greet their precious but somewhat dishevilled cargo
in LA. The journey was complete. Dr Pessin kindly invited me to spend time with him in Kentucky. |
was celighted to accept! | was unable to extract any response at all from either Franklin or
Ellsworth!



5848 GAY I GA 200 YSYHidDING 12 DSQ
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never seen sutluxury! | met a few mates | had seen in Oz (Brian Palmer) and was also lavishly

entertained by Patrick Madden of Meadowcrest Farm. The gate posts at the entrance drive had

flames leaping from their apex throughout the night! Easier to find your way hdtwe&s facile to

be side tracked by Patrick and his colourful entourage! This was southern exposure at its very finest.
Modesty and coyness prevent full disclosure of the extent of hospitality provided! Suffice to say

anything goes! | also made time teiiold friend John Hughes of Dublin then completing his

research at the University of Kentucky. Jim Smith and Walter Zent of Hagyard/Davidson/McGee

were great and we began a lifelong communication. Among many other highlights were visits to

Darby Dan FarmoWwA 6 2 i Q8 X DI AySagltex /fFA02NYySY {LISYRGKN
Wl dzaaArsSaQ w{ji | én Basd@ant ReyidRkably b2 teAagt leg o ByyrdtuBGourney

3
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Sky High was a relative failure at the stud in Australia but sired the top horse
Autobiography when exported to the U.S.A. (where he was re-classified as Sky
High I1).

t K232 O2dzNIiSae 2F tSGSNItNAYy3 yR We¢KS ¢ K2 NP dzZAKO NJ

Alfred Owen Ellison

See also and acknowleddstps://kingsoftheturf.com/1950alisterruns-a-true-course/

For debonair breeder Alfred Owen Ellison, Alister marked an impressive beginning for his newly
establishedBaramul Studn the Widden Valley. Born in Queensland on January 1st 1903, Ellison was

the middle boy of a fairly evenly spaced family of $ikdcen born of a Methodist minister and a

cultivated and scholarly mother. Educated at Newington College, Sydney, in his last year at the
a0K22ft AY mMomd KS g1a {SyYyA2NI t NB¥FSOG FyR |4l NRS
exhibition to Sydng University where, in residence at Wesley College, he established a strong
academic record graduating as a B.A. in 1924 and a Law degree with Honours in 1927. After serving

as an articled clerk with Robson and Cowlishaw during his university studiest almmediately

dzLI2y 3ANI Rdzr A2y W! & hodQI & KS gl a O2yyzyte (y?2
9fft A&d2y g9 -rdom offize, Apgrsely furdishéd with a desk, a telephone and a typewriter.

From its foundation, the firm assisted NA6.manufacturers in relation to their rights and liabilities,

including those under industrial relations and occupational health and safety legislation. It quickly

SELI YyRSR Ayi(i2 AY&dNI YOS tAGAIFGARZY Ayetsaoo FyR N


https://kingsoftheturf.com/1950-alister-runs-a-true-course/

Ever since his childhood in Queensland, Ellison had enjoyed an affinity with both horticulture and
horses. As his legal practice expanded and he began serving on a range of company boards, Ellison
had the money to indulge his hobbies. Initially, ha&rted breeding horses on a sevare property

at Wahroonga and later as his interest expanded and prior to his purchase of Baramul, he kept
mares at the Widden Stud. Indeed, it was through his relationship with Widden that Ellison became
aware ofthe laR F2NXSNI & (y2¢y a wW2SQa tIFRR201Z FyR i
The property had been used for breeding some good bloodstock in the past but wasaar@Qfairy

farm when he purchased it in 1947.

Baramul Stud, Kerrabee 1949 (Australianrdghbreds)

9t fAadz2y RNRLILWISR 2yS WNID FNRY GKS yIYS . I NN} YdzZ 1
part of four years developing the best type of pasture with ryegrass and lucerne being lavishly
spread on the ground. In time, Ellison would axg the property to encompass some 5000 acres

with two-fifths of the property under lucerne. The Baramul brand, which was an image of a barbed

tail taken from a wyvern, derived from the heraldic symbol of his old school, Newington College.
Baramul under EIA a2y gl ay Qi 2dzad Fl Y2dza FT2N) GK2NRdJzZZAKo NS
camellias and soon realised that the soil there was capable of producingwiriméng plants.

Indeed, together with Professor E. G. Waterhouse, Ellison arranged displagsneliias at the

Macquarie Galleries and David Jones. In due course, he even had a variety of camellia japonica
named after himself. Alf Ellison was an early committeeman of a revitalised N.S.W. division of the

.f22RK2NAS . NBSRSNAE @ waszlacedunopfiosed 6 itsipiedtienkyy mdpp n K
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Saturday, September 30%, 1950
A Sweepstakes of £30 each, £5 forfiit or £1 cnly if daclared before 3 o' clock pm on Monday, September 13% 1930; with £10,000 2dded. Second
horsa £2.000 and third herse £1,000 from the prize. For three-year-old colts and filliss at time of starting: colts: & st. 100b; fillies 3 . 51b. The
second forfiit fo be declared and paid to the Secretary of the ATC cnby before 12 o'clock noon on Thursday, September 23% 1950, or the
nommztor will be lable for the whole stake.
17 £8,165; Ind £2,000; 3rd £1,000. Diay Fine; Track Good
1=t Wi W, Balloch's ch e ALISTER Whirlaaay - Mew Flowar 8-10  E. Haather
Ind MR Syvmonds's b.e RIMYLE Whirlaway - Mazi 2-10  T.Mullane
Ird Wi A F. Creswnck’s br £ TRUE COURSE  IMidstream - Unmalons g5 W, Willizmson
4th Meszrs ML K. & F. I Eoberttsom™s br.c Anld Acquaintance Double Remove-WeeDid  B-10 B Zelkmg
Sth M V. E H Davig's b.e Anstocrat Le Grand Due - Kirrang E-10 D Munro
6th M C.H. Schmidt's b.e Boztman Wiidstream - Paszage E-10 G Moors
Tih Mleczrs I K. MacKay's £ C. G ch e Panama Brueghsl - Paneara: 8-10  B. Srmuth
Skena’s
Bth M H. Longworth's b.e Carelazs Widstream - Grumst E-10  T.Hill
Oth Sir 5. Snow's &0 A C Lanae's Poitiers Agincourt - Platonic 2-10 W Fallows=
10tk WEH C Ford's b.e Karanzi High Caste - Gav Eomance  B-10 A Ward
1lth  WEF. J Lusaick's &WesF MM borbr. Grand Uhion Fresco - Figurme E-10 V. Lawrence
Bingham's I3
2 M A Baszer's brc. French Cavaliar (Grenetout - Might of Love B-10 M. Sallvood
13th  WEW. Degnan's b.ar Cammg Dowms Fivoli - Elevation E-10 W Brizcos
brc.
14th  Mesers L H. & 4 Davis's br. e. Waterfront Tuhtarata - Vapour Trail 8-10 W Cock
15th W G Barton's ch e Brutus Euthless - Ozel 2-10 €. MMeDonald
16th  WEF. Packer's ch e Le Dauphin (Grenetout - Jeuna Fille B-10 M. McGrowadie
17th  Meszrs E Hurewm's, T.Inm’= &  blk e. Wi Leoxd Lord Spear - Rocky Kate B-10 W Hoge
E P Lynch's
Last Mer=D A KB &4 A b.e Gallant Fogar Jolby Foger - Tronada E-10 (& Podmore
haeDionzld’s
Betting: 3/1 True Courze; 4/1 Aristoerat; 92 Carelesz; 771 Alister; 10/] Karangi; 12/]1 Boatman; 161 French Cavalier;
25/1 Farmyle; 3371 Panama Waterfromt, Portiers; 4001 Brutus; 501 Dauphin; 661 Auld Acquaintance; Cammmg
Drorams; B0V] Grand Undon; 20001 My Lord, Gallant Rogar
i\'IaIg'm: 2 lengths, 12 length Time: 2 mmmtes and 32 %4 seconds.
Braedar of Winmer: M A Q. Ellison, HSW. Tramer of Winnar: MrH. F. Wolters, Victoria.
Wimming Colours: Black and white stripes, red zach, slesves, and cap.

1950 AJC Derby Field and Conditior® dzNIi S & &

2F Fl fKB5O0 O 8z0F QWY A y =




1950 AJC Derby Finish (Graham Caves Collectioanig Sae 2F LIy LooSGd wyay3a 2-

1%, Alister 2" Rumyle 3 True Course

Alister (Graham Caves Collectior)dznii $aé 2F LIy Loo6oSiG wyay3a 2F (kS



Alister was just one of threednses offered by him at the 1949 Sydney Yearling Sales, in the first
yearling draft from the property.A solicitor in his professional life, Ellison had built up a large
practice in Sydney and served on a wide range of company boanidwlly, he staréd breeding

horses on a seveacre property at Wahroonga, and one of his early purchases came in 1943 with

the unraced threeyearold filly, New Flower. Purchased for a trifing sum of sixty guineas, she was a
daughter of our 1938 Derby hero, Nuffield, amdthreequarter sister to the unlucky Silver
Standard. Her first foal to Veilmond was Set Purpose, winner of the A.J.C. Squatters Handicap
among other races and runneizLd Ay G KS . AR caRdNdioqy as Her faushdoal after

New Flower wasent to the importedwWiddenstallion, Whirlaway, and brought 1500 guineas at the

same sales that had seen True Course change hdnds. ¢ & | OlGdzr tfe& Ay wmdopnTX
foalingthat Ellison boughBaramul a former 908acre dairy farm. While #hfarm was transformed,

Lionel Israel reared Alister Segenhoe Stud® f f A 42y Qa adz00Saa +Fa | addzRyYl
resulted inBaramulexpanding to more than 5000 acres, and as we shall see, for a time become one

of the most influential studsithe Widden and Hunter Valleys.

1949 Inglis Yearling Catalogue



Whirlaway, although only lightly raced because of the War, was a successful performer in England

and was twice placed at Ascot over ealed-a-half miles. A son of His Highness The Aga Khan

unbeaten Bahram, the winner of £43,086 in stakes that included the English Derby and St Leger,

2 KANI F gl & gFa G0KS FTANROG 2F OGKREKANGI©GE RRAQGRI MINB B

sister to Scottish Union, yet another winner of the EstgSt Leger.

Imported to Australia by Frank ThompsonWfdden Studo stand alongside Brueghel, Whirlaway

began his stud career here with a succession of smart juveniles in his first season, with the likes of

the A.J.C. Gimcrack Stakes winner, Rhurabayell as Curiosity and Lady Pirouetidister came

Fft2y3a Ay G(GKS adlttAzyQa aSO2yR ONBLI I yR gl a Fy &

Whirlaway became the first stallion since Multiform in 1905 to sire both the first and second place

getters in the A.J.C. Derby altigh Rumyle like Alister was bred from an outside mare visiting the

stud. After Alf Ellison purchaseBaramul Stud he and Frank Thompson became neighbours.
Moreover, the two men had much to do with each other as they were-gitg@rman and chairman

respech @St e 2F (GKS . f22RK2NAS . AsRER®NEhBawdy Zdte OA | ( A ;
Alister and Rumylslowly developed Derby form there was some gaadured banter between the

two men as to which would be the betteihere was much mutual satisfamt when the two horses

finished first and second. And to cap a wonderful day for Frank Thompsowalutn Achilles, the

Epsom Handicap winner had also been bred there being by their former stallion Ajax.



Alfred Owen Ellison: Lillye on Legends
Lillye on Legends: AJC Racing Calendar, March 1991
Perfectionist and a Man for all Seasons

I had my doubts for 59 years on the racing intelligence of anyone who bore the family name Mercier;
but not any longer.

The seed of my suspicion, you see, was plairttemy then impressionable mind by that famous and
droll funny man, Emile Mercier, one of a rabeeed of cartoonists.

28§ gSNB (KSy 020K 2Nyl Ay3 G a{YAGKQAa 2SS1tesgx A
Lower. What times! What memories!

How ludy could a young man be?

In those days the trams came up from Circular Quay, along Phillip Street, rattling around the short,
sharp bend of Hunter Street into Elizabeth Street and beyond.

LG ¢la f2y3 GKAA NRAziS (KS 7T ISYdfeR isGteppiggRdck atbNd Y€ NI
in time.

hy GKS O2NYySNI 2F tKAffALI FyR IdzyGSNJ gl a GKS /L.
whose Bohemian workers slaked their thirsts at the three watering holes closéhleyAssembly,
Tudor and Durban Club.

All are gone today, but what memories and sore heads they spawned.

Emile Mercier, who excelled in even Jo (Radish) Johnson at drawing weird and wonderful horses,
GKIFG 8SFNJI ompnm0O RSOARSR (2 2NBHIFIyAaS | FAQOS 020

Five shillings in those days was a respectable amount of money, the basic wage being much less than
I GaLAYyES  GFADBSNE Ay 20KSNJ g2NRAX | mMp y2iSo !
me, and easily.

Everyone was running their sweep thre Melbourne Cup, but Emile assured me that his was on the
Victoria Derby; which was reasonable, seeing Mercier did things differently to most.

L ¢la LI SFaSR ¢6KSY L RNBg { twhedddsyg?); écitatatiwhénthis 9 YA £ S ¢
jockey NormCreighton saluted the judge in the Derby.

Monday morning could not come quickly enough for me to collect. | was first to arrive, even before

0KS R22NA 2LISYSR (2 KAa 2FFAOSE GKS alrtz22y ol N 2
2S5S1feéé¢ o0daAf RAY3IOD

Fnally in walked Emile. | held out my hand. Emile sadly shook his head, then ordered a reviver
0ST2NBE KS (2fR YSI G{2NNEB>X YIGSs (G4KS agSSLIQa 2y
R2y Qi 1y26 2yS NIOS FT2NXY y2GKSNE ®



| was shattered, then had tagonise another day and a half before Skipton and Bill Cook won the

/dzLJ FyR L O2tf SOGSR Y& aKINR SINYSRe o

As Skipton was the last thrgeearold to win the Cup, back in 1941, hindsight tells me | was

F2NIdzyt S 2y Gg2 O2dzy(a that Emil lLennid, Keh Slaisa ghd tRerédt 6 A Y T
2T a{YAOIKQ&a¢ 02KSYAlya RAR y20 RNRY] 2dzi GKS agS¢
Such loneago thoughts of frustration and joy usually soften with the passing of time but | was wary

of any Mercier until recentlywhen | noticed a desk pad truism attributed to me, Charles Alfred
aSNOASNE ¢K23 gA0K YdzOK gAaR2Y gNRBGSSE aoKFid ¢S f
And that my friends is why | have broken the traijmrkey mould to include Alfred Owen Ellison in

thept SI adz2NB&d L RSNAGSR (KAa aSNARSa 2y wlkOAy3IQa af ¢
L oAttt ySOSNI F2NBSG (GKS L) SIFadz2NBa L RSNAGBSR FTNRY
Kerrabee in the Widden Valley where he stood the great Star Kingdom and his son Todman.

Whenever. g & LINAGAf STASR G2 KSINI!fFQa NBYAYyAaOSyOS
his every word.

Alfred Owen Ellison was his own man, a perfectionist, intensely proud and possessed of a sharp
mind; an even sharper tongue if aroused.

But he wagqquick to forgive and forget as | and others found out.

b2St | SyySaaes (KS addzR aINB2Y Fd a&. NI Ydz &€ F2NI »
liked and usually got his own way.

G1'S O2dzZ R 0SS OSNE Ol yiGly{SNRdzAD Gy OKS e ¥ 8f G245 R 2
1Y26 KAYZI @2dz oSNB |ff NARIKAIT odzi &2dz YySOSNI G2fF
GLT @2dz RAR YR KS F2dzyR 2dzix Fft | Stf ONB{S 232
AO0NI AAKEG gl @& 0SF2NB W ohQ F2dzy R 2dzié @
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| found Alf a remarkable man, gifted in so many ways, but our friendship did not come easy.

He sent at least five stern letters threateningtosuenfleRr ¢ ¢ KS | SNI f Ré¢ T2 NJ Sy 2 N
when | wrote stories that inflamed his anger.

.dzi GKSYy ¢S Fff 02Af U RAFTFSNBYU GSYLISNI GdNBa o

| recall one story in which | pointed out that yearling buyers were given no opportuariityy the
winners of the first five Golden Slipper Stakes.

1ttt 6SNB AANBR o0& {dFNIYAYyIR2YS ! fFQa LINARS I yR

¢tKAAd NIyl1ftSR a! ®hé¢ y2 SyR Id FANRG NBIFIRAY3 |yR A
and the ttreat of legal action.



g&a/r Kingdom ‘showing-off’ for his
oved groom, Noel Hennessy.

t K232 O2dzNISae 2F tSGSNItNAYy3I yR We¢KS ¢K2NBRdzZaAKO NJ

It was typical, a few days later when Alf walked up to me at Randwick with a twinkle in his eye, put
2dzi KA& KFEYR YR &alFARZ a&. SNI X anl Sght@&r sach @aftersi 2 2 R T 1
YAYR &2dz XOPPE ®
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considered | was in the wrong.

Recently | was discussing Alf Ellison with his good friend Bill Howey, the popelanargtexpert at
Scone on whom Ellison and all other Hunter Valley breeders rely so heavily.

AffEX G223 KIFEIR FStdG GKS frFrakK 2F 'fFQa G2y 3dzsSo | €
G2 KSYS@SNJ a! ohé¢ gl f 1SR (2 gtileNdoie sille? i kdewia Klastkivasi K S| F
O2YAy3Aésx . Aff NBYSYOSNBRO®

There was the occasion that Alf came at me with his head practically at right angles to his nexk. He

was fairly snorting smoke from his nostrils until he recognised me.

Asusual myfirstpog@ ¥ OF € Ayd2
(N} YyAFSNNAY3I FNRBY (KS &

~ R

S 2ARRSy zzIftfSeé KIR
& @ az2NYyAy3a | SNIf

i
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visit.

sheOlF t t SR (2 !'fF oK2 ol a a2YS6KSNB Ay GKS o101 27
CNRY G(GKS AyySN) alyOiddzy OFYS {(KAA FdzZNR2dza 06Stf26
oFO1l® LQff KIFE@S y20KAy3 (2 R2 6AGK a¢KS aiNNBNEJ
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| was staggered by the ferocity of the blast but, knowing | had not written anything of late to
RAALIX SIaS !''fFx L GNASR (G2 €SIENY FTNRBY aNB t KAffAL

She was as puzzled as | and we continued to talkh@dfring that we were still on the doorstep,

again bellowed his demand that we leave the property forthwith.

GhiKSNBAAS LQff Llzi e2dz 2FF YeaStTésrs KS (Kdzy RSNE
brimstone.

He came out of the shadows andpmentarily blinked as he looked into the bright sunlight, he took
a moment to recognise me.

2 KSYy KS RAR KS 3JI@S I o6A3 3ANRY YR &FARX Ay I G2
| thought it was that other bastard who wrote such dreadfilx y 34 F 02 dzi dza GKS 1 ai
aANNRPNE gl a KSNB¢O
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Alf and | then sat in the cool of the comfditled lounge room and talked long about the early days

2F G. | NY Ydf ¢ 5 {HiisoN YAYIR2Y | yR ! f
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replied | would be delighted when the time came to put the Ellison recollections on paper.



We left it at that. Some years later, when we were tthge at Wayne Harris Zibirthday party at
Muswellbrook, Alf broached the subject again. Again it was left in abeyance.

{GFNJ YAYIR2Y 3 ¢2RYIY 3 W. I NI YdA Q
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¢2RIF® LQY &2NNE ridkolratordinGtheyhSt@nband tibaghts df ANfEKRZon on his
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There was much that had never been told because it was a sad day for all when Alfred Ellison died
on June 121987, just 14 months after his great friend Stanley Wootton passed on.

There was an aftermath to that delightful tea and scones incident. Only a few hours after our stormy
FNNAR Gt 1fFQa KFEO1tSa ¢SNB 3 AyossHdoKaASR | yR 4SS
a. N YdzZ € @

And this time Alf had good reason for his anger, even though the cause was accidental.

It was about 120 degrees in the waterbag when we left the homestead to inspect the young foals in
the magnificent front paddock that adjoins the hestead.

5dNAY3I GKS AyalLlSodrzy 'tF G2fR YS 2F {dlytSe 222
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at close hand but rarely touches the. He looks them glriin the eye and seems to sense their
fA1Ste FoAfAGeeés £ F SELXIFAYSRO®
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The pasture was deep, almost tgpthe windows of our car and it was stifling hot. We were looking
forward to a cool drink before we went on our way.

The foals were sleeping or resting in the tall pasture. It was all so peaceful anehumrizng.

It was time to go. My driver turned thear., reversing through the tall growth before heading
towards the front gate.

¢KS ySEG aSO02yR !'tF tSG 2dzi Iy FtYAIKGE o0Stt26 X

Luckily the driver was a man of quick reflex. He slammed on the brakes. The cadssbppte but
only a split second before this sleepy, gangling colt scrambled to its feet, from almost underneath
the rear bumper bar.

We all breathed sighs of relief. It was such a narrow squeak that Alf lifted his head to the heavens,
forgetting for onceto tilt it in anger.

Me? | was shaking and in too much of a hurry to get away, rather than contemplate witing around

for a cool drink.

L ¢2ddZ R KI @S 0SSy Ay |y S@Sy FIF NI INBFGSNI NHzAK {2
some two years late

Alf, during the tour of inspection, had pointed to the Star Kingdom colt and explained that he was
{GryftSe 222002y Qa LIAO] 2F (GKS mdpcp ONRLID

LG 61ayQi dzyGAf Gog2 &@SIFENB fFGSNIGKFG L gl a f2217A
almost run ove was the brilliant Biscay!

Alf Ellison was man of rare determination: a fighter of great courage when courage was needed.
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determination and strength of purpose.
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After some time in comipte traction, Alf was put on hydrotherapy; a long, painful process, but he
was determined to walk again under his own power.
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inch under water earlier that morning.
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had moved his legs under water for the first time.
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Murray, realising he had offendedshgood friend, was immediately apologetic, but he retained a
grin.
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Alf, knowing he was with real friends, then laughed as heartily as his visitors.
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Newmarket.
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Alf to the embarrassment, but he did not turn a hair.
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It was easy to run off at every tangent when one recalls warm, wonderful personalities. | have do
this with my story on Alfred Ellison, but make no apology.

He is truly a Legend of Australian Racing, also a man who left his mark on everything he attempted.
But there must be some chronological restraint, so let me begin at the beginning.

Alfred OwerEllison was born on December 31, 1902, at Pittsworth, a small hamlet outside
Toowoomba on the Darling Downs of Queensland where his father was pastor of the Methodist
Church.

Almost 40 years later, leading Sydney solicitor, Mr Ellison developed a passiborbughbred
ONBSRAY3 X ¢gAasS YSy ale GKIFG €tAFS o60S3Aya 4G nno
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thoroughbred breeding properties that Australia has known.
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international significance to Australia.

But there was no thought of thoroughbred dynasties when the Ellison family moved to suburban
I NYOfATFSP {OK22f Ay3 (GKSYy ¢ lidd; hic debid vadyapd Ay GSSy | =
education being stimulated by his mother Fanny who had been a school teacher.

Alf graduated to the Cleveland (Sydney) Street High School from where he gained a scholarship to
Newington College from 1918 to 1920.

Ellison, althouglof small stature, became a champion schoolboy athlete at Newington, specialising
in half mile events.

He was out of athletics for a year when in was found that he was suffering from an enlarged heart,
but he recovered and became the junior and senior cpem at Newington.

Next he gained an Exhibition that gave him admittance to Sydney University where he obtained
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Law degrees.
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achievingmuch distinction.

Ellison, in those days and later in his legal business, was always known as Owen. It was not until he
became interested in Racing that he was called Alf and then only by his friends.
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9 f f AisstysédR passion, apart from his legal business, was gardening. He read everything about
gardening that he could get his hands on and soon became an expert on roses and other shrubs, but
he specialised in the study and propagation of Camellias.
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reviving many species that were in danger of becoming extinct.

Norah Elliott recalled Ellison searching old Sydney gardens for Camellia species that werautlying o
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many propagations.

Ellison became a leading member of thei®yy Horticultural Society under the patronage of Sir
Hugh Poate, the famous Macquarie Street surgeon.



Alf brought a great revival to Camellia growing when he imported many species from Japan befoe
World War Il, and he researched the subject often in dismn with his good friend Garvin, curator
2T {@RySeQa .20l yAOlf DIFNRSyao

Ellison passed his knowledge of Camellias on to Professor E G Waterhouse when he became heavily
involved with thoroughbred breeding.

It was a humble beginning that ledtothegre§td & 2 F & . | NI Ydzt ¢ T adzaNBte& | yR
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Alf Ellison bought his first thoroughbred in January 1937, at Newcastle. Here he was guided by

trainer Max Laidlaw in the purchase of the moderate performera8pine for 180 guineas.

Spearbine, five years old, had won once from 14 starts in the previous six months, in a Novice
Handicap (1m) at Kensington when ridded by F (Billy) Hickey.

Laidlaw saw possibilities in Spearbine as a hurdler and three weekshadtputchase the gelding
earned is new owner £50 by finishing second in the AJC Hurdle at Randwick.

There were only five starters, two fell but the nelium owner was delighted at his quick return of
money.

The racebook however gave no indication thaté&dfOwen Ellison was an owner.
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legal business, Manufacturers Mutual Insurance, might disapprove of his dabbling in racehorses.

He need not have worried. In later years the executives of MMI took great prideAinNde 2 2 f A OA (1 2 NI
triumphs as a thoroughbred breeder.
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Spearhme (J Harris) started-3 favourite and won nicely. Four days later, despite a rise to 10.2, he
won again at Randwick, this time over 2m 3f, starting em@amey favourite and scoring by three
lengths.

Spearbine had only four more starts, without succes$ote his career came to an end; but well
0STF2NB (KIG daN)2e8@SNyé¢ gla ¢Sttt yR (NMHz & K227 S
Alf got so much enjoyment at watching Spearbine when on agistment that he purchased 10 wooded

acres in Burns Road, Wahroonga, within walkiisgiance of his home in Kintore Street.

Alf cleared the small piece of land and, with his expert farming knowledge, developed it into a prime,
if tiny agistment property.



The blo& of land where Alf reared hisady thoroughbred foals is still vacant todalthough it is
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broodmare purchases, in 1938, was the MoabitarenBlack Streak who was owned by Sir James
Murdoch.

Her first foal for Alf was the winner Ruffle King, in 1939. She was not bred again that year and her
9141 colt foal by Royal Sun died.
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guineas which Alf thought was an excellent return.

Allan Morrisby, then a successful trainer, made the purchase on behalf of Bill Kirwan and the colt,
racing as Native Son, developed into one of the best sprinters of his da

He won at Canterbury at two years, scored again the following seabtworefield and Randwick;
but he really blossomed with maturity. His wins included the 1946 Carrington Stakes and AJC Villiers
Stakes, both at Randwick.

Other horses that Ellisonoiha Wo I O1 @ NRQ LJX 230 6SNB 2Ayd2L) I yR

Alf, then plumbing the bargain basements, bought Top Jig, the dam of Wjnitofoal to Winooka
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Three months alter Alf werib Newmarket saleyard where he bought the thrgearold filly New
Flower for only 70 guineas.

He retired the filly to stud immediately, putting her to the dual St Leger winner Veilmond (Lignond
Veil) who was beaten by a head by Tregilla in the AJC Derby
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bidding stopped at 650 guineas, Ellison passed in the colt; declaring that he would prove the buyers
poor judges by racing the colt himself.
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Seven days later, he was again runrnpr this time beaten three lengths by Deep Sea.

Three nore seconds followed that seasqro Valiant Crown (the eventual AJC Derby winner) in the
AJC George Rowe Handicap, to slander at Warwick Farm and finally a long head defeat by Marine
Victory in the mile Winter Juvenile ta Randwick.

Set Purpose had 11asts in his first season for five seconds and three thirds. He did not win at two,
0dzi KS RAR LINRP@S 9ffAazyQa LRAY(G GKIFIG KS KFR 0S5
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Two more placings followed at three and it looked as though Set Purpose waswied way to
being a carbon copy of his illustrious relatp&ilver Standard, one of our unluckiest good horses,
whose second placings included the Melbourne Cup, Caulfield Cup and AJC Metropolitan (twice).



But the long lane eventually turned. Set Posp broke through for his first win at Rosehill, the first
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interests.
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Fate (and shewd judgement) led him to the magical Widden Valley, finmg home of the
4dz00SaafTdA aiddzR FINYa d2ARRSYE YR a1l 2fo0NR21 ¢

Alf inspected the dairy property of the Simpson Brothers. He liked what he saw and bought the
1,100 acres property which was then &R & . | NNJ Y dzf ¢ @

Later Alf expanded his original purchase to 5,000 acres before selling a large tract, the bottom 3000
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became famous not onlthroughout Australia but, New Zealand, Ireland, Great Britain and the USA.
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the touch of Midas as far as Alf Ellison was concerned.
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pastures form two greatg Todman and Noholme.

G/ AGAdza£€T | o02yye YINBX gla F2FrESR 2y a. | NI Ydz ¢
YR NBIFINBR kKENEKX QRAS|I BAXGISNE gl a | LISNYIFYySYy(d
b2Stx IyR SELSNI KINFREAENI 22T/ amidbctyfsA 2y & 32 8ljadzAGIK Féd. O
later years. Noel worked for some time on other properties but today live sat Denman where he

drives a tractor for a living.
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draft comprised three lots: the WhirlawayNew Flower colt, the Dark LoveiFluffy Ruffle colt and
the Brueghek Spearyllia filly.
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subsequenyears, but it was the chestnut Whirlawgyp S ¢ Cf 2 6 SNDR& @& 2dzy3aid SNI (K
Alf Ellison on the path to breeding distinction.
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Wolters to race as Aliste



Alister managed a single placing form his six starts at two years, but it was hint of things to come;
third in the testing VRC Gibs@armichael Stakes at Flemington.

Alister developed at three. He won ti#elC Derby, ran second in thaulfield Guineadbefore taking
the W S Cox PlatgVictoria Derby double.
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Alister could only finish eighth as a thrgearold in the Melbourne Cup, but the following autumn

he won twice and was placed in the VRC and AJC St Legers.
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Purpose and Alister. She foaled successfully for 14 consecutive seasons before Alf culled her to Jack
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by his first stallion, Kerry Piper. Big things were expected of thediégis imported stayer whose

wins included the famed Cesaviéch Stakes (2m).

The only previous Cesarewitch Stakes winner imported to Australia was Enfield who got such good
stayers as the Melbourne Cup winners Rimfire and Sirius; also Red Fury (Caulfield Cup) and Great
Britain (Victoria Derby).

Kerry Piper was ihigh demand the first year his yearlings were offered. The 18 lot averaged a
record 8,789 guineas, making him the top fisstason sire.
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yearlings averaged only @3juineas.

His best progeny was the AJC Summer Cup winner Pipe On, but Kerry Piper was a prime flop,
especially foranugndO2 YAY 3 LINBPLISNI & d&. | NI YdzZ ¢ &

Ellison wisely cut his losses, and quickly. He sold Kerry Piper after only three seasons. Fortgnately,
had previously sought the assistance and advice of Stanley Wootton, to secure a suitable stallion
prospect for Australia.
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was the term to describe thgoung stallions conformation.

Later, it could have referred to the gold he produced for Alf Ellison and his two syndicate pgrtners
Stanley Wootton and Reg Moses.

Yes, the new arrival was Star Kingdom. A dynasty was about to begin.
Star Kingdomwas nddbza KSR gAGK 0221 Ay 3& LINBLI NF(i2NE (2 KA.

Elliison found it necessary to drum up some business for the newcomer, so he offered around to his
neighbours.
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Tom, always a blunt character, declined an offer to send a mare or two to Star Kingdom; but his
explanation was anything but diplomatic.
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For once , Alf Ellison did not have the heart to take umbrage.

Remember, Ellison prided himself on being a perfectionist. He knew that the small nuggetty Star
Kingdom did not measure up to the then accepted guidelines of thoroughbred conformation.

In fact, quite a time went by before Alf permitted photographs to be taken os Star Kingdom.

But success bends very accepted principle. As they say, thoroughbreds race well in all shapes and
sizes.
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wonderful winners at Classic distances.
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nostrils whenever Alf recalled early critics.

9aLISOAlFfte ¢KSY {dFNJI YAYIR2Y aANBR (KS gAYyYySNA 2
Skyline, Finerad Dandy, Sky High and the filly Magic Night.
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first crop!

Three years further on, Todman struck again; with Sweet Embrace in 1967.
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Australian Breeding Industry.

When Star Kingdom died from an enlarged bowel, on April 21, 1967, the thgea2bld had been
Premier Austrdan Sire on five occasions. The season following his death he achieved the glouble
champion tweyearold sire and Premier Broodmare Sire, (the first of three such titles).
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Noholme, Sky High, Fine and Dandy, Skyline, Time and Tide, Biscay, Star of Heaven, Planet Kingdom
X 0KS tAad 32Sa 2y IyR 2y o®
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stallions such afodman, Biscay, Planet Kingdom, Noholme (USA); also grandsons Bletchingly,
Imposing and Luskin Star.
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names, the beauty of the Widden Valley; all embroidebgdhe explanations of studmaster Elliosn.

There was my visit about a year after Star Kingdom died. | was met at the front gate by Alf who said ,
Glidza Ol 3ISG 2dzi 2F GKS OFNX¥ LQ@S 320 az2YSOGKAy3

He practically bundled me intthe small runabout, crossed the creek and drove past the stallion
yards, to a quiet spot that nestled beneath the cliffs.

Alf proudly pointed to the elaborate grave he had fashioned to mark the burial place of his beloved
Star Kingdom.

The grave was tqged by a 12nch thick concrete square and surrounded by an ornamental iron
fence with Prince of Wales feathers as its motif.

A star of glazed stones had been set into concrete.
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He told me that each year hundreds of inquiries came from overseas seeking information about Star
Kingdom and his progeny.
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It was a challenge | chose to ignore.
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was the last foal that old Oceana produced.

GreatnessA Y aLIAGS 2F KSNI YIFYS FyR LISRAINBESI RAR y2i
included the useful winners Hamden and Wandle.

'fF fgleda KIR I a2Fd aLk2id F2NJ GKS a2f R LISyarazys
They were cared for as much as the stars still orvaatuty.

| remember seeing old Oceana in retirement; and oldy&érold Sparkles, the hadfster to
Doomben Cup winner Tossing; also the-&emkd Magic Symbol, dam of Biscay, in constant comfort
when Is aw her at twenty.
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Perfect proportions for the sprintemiler.

Star Kingdom taking his daily exercise. In the background are the majestic
sandstone escarpments which surround Baramul.
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Star Kingdom may have been a sorry sight to Ellison when he first clapped eyes on the young stallion
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Jean Hayes, a perfectionist in her great ability to paint thoroughbred portraits, met her match in Alf
Elisond KSy &aKS @AaAildSR (ortraidf MatKisgdoin 22 yeues ¥ftek hs deth. I
Alf took her down to the Widden Creek where he had always stood Star Kingdom for photographers.

It was part of the painstaking research that Jean carries out whenever she begins a portrait.
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Each had a fantastic eye and memory for every thoroughbred they encountered.
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When the portrait was finished Jean showed it to Ellison for comment. | would not blame her for

feeling nervous. Few men weeas meticulous as Alf Ellison

It was obvious that Alf was pleased at what he saw, but he hesitated, theros#é$ | y = & 2 dzNJ LI A
Aa Ftyzald LISNFSOGEZ odzi e2dz FNB | AAEGSSYyGK 2F |y
Jean made the slight correction, Alf was content.

As | have saidaglier, Alf Ellison could be a man of surprises; but none more so than his decision to
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Forty mares, most with foals at foot and many in foal to Star Kingdom, went under the hammer.

Among those that Alf sold were Huarette (the dam of Concert Star), New Flower (Alister), ompili
(Pago Pago) and Spring Frolic (Castanea and Even Better).

Another mare that changed owners at that dispersal was Canvas Back, the imported dam of
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acquire such broodmare strength, but the astute solicitor knew what he was about.

He knew that best years were behind most of his discards ansgugreme confidence told him that
he could rebuild with younger, more valuable mares.

But most important, he knew that Widden Valley land, at that time, was more valuable than
breeding stock. He used most of the $93,586 gained form the dispersal, tarfmipdjoining the
original 1,100 acres of prime Widden country.
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In 1970 Alf decided to sell all his breeding stqtdck, stock and barrel; not auation, but in one
huge package deal.

An American syndicate came to Australia keen to acquire Star Kingdom blood. Their first target was
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They could not have chosen a better time to negotiate. Ellison had recently lost theesentritis

expert stallion handler Noel Hennessy, and he was experiencing other staff problems.
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confirm that he was about to sell.

He was then 68 and too much of arfectionist to have the added worry of inefficient staff.

As a result, Alf agreed to sell 62 broodmares and 21 foals to the Kentucky (USA) syndicate of Arnold
Pessin, Rex Ellsworth and Dr Franklin.
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little interest in the horses after he made up his mind to sell. He seemed dispirited and stayed in the
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And so say all of us.

It was not long after his second dispal sale that Alf Ellison walked Todman across the paddocks to
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make itone of the biggest studs in the southern hemisphere.
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explained my friend.
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the zest for living that Alf Ellison previously enjoyed.

Star Kingdom was buried at Baramul in 1967 and, in 1976, his great son Todman
was buried alongside him. In this photograph the late ‘Bim’ Thompson, owner of
adjoining Widden stud where Todman spent the last four years of his life, studies
Todman's headstone.
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See:http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/baramtgtud-dispersalshippingtransportto-the-usa1970/

The consignment was in the care of veterinarian Bill Howey, Jack Flood, the popular yardman at
LYy3atAaQ bSeYIN]LSG aidllmm8ypubl yR K2NBES GGSYRIYyG al

The valuable consignment arrived in San Diego on June 20, aftedayssxopover in Fiji and a day
and a half in Honolulu.


http://sconevetdynasty.com.au/baramul-stud-dispersal-shipping-transport-to-the-usa-1970/

Only one thoroughbred was lost in transit, the old mare Dushess Delville who died of travel sickness
three days out 6Sydney.

Duchess Delville, winner of the AJC Princess Handicap and rising 16 at the time of her death, was a
daughter of The Duchess, the sister to AJC St Leger winner Aristocrat.

Several other mares suffered travel sickness, but onlycoherrina, aboréd on the deck.
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the USA and South America.
Among the welbred mares which left Australia were Dollar Dancer, Gold Finch, Golden Maize, Pio

Pio, Willow Song, SiBells, Eternal Youth, Jewel Tree, Hunter Red, Rich and Rare, Concert Star and
Devant.

A year later, Jim Shannon sent me a letter from New York explaining that 13 of the foals produced by
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were sold at auction in Kentucky; most of the stock brought way below their value when compared
with Australian standards.

Imagine being able to buy such Australian mares asob@pring (Star KingdogiDelspring) for
$100; or Jacinta ($600), Yes and No ($600), Matiwana ($500) and Medium, a sister to Knave, ($300).

| was saddened to see the Australian Cup winner Miss High caste go for only $200. Admittedly she
was then 21 but thre was the fear that she could have ended as pet food.

Concert Star, the dam of Academy Star, sold for $3000; while the wheightje winner Eternal

Youth changed ownership at $23,500 and Rich and Rare (the dam of Citius), sold for $6000.
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The total dispersal realised $1,086,500; a lot of money admittedly but sad when you take into
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the Widden Valley.

Alfred Ellison drastically reduced his thoroughbred operation after his clearance to the USA
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But he had retained a few young race fillies and these he gradually moulded into a small but slect
band of broodmares.

One of them was Pomany (VibranFinal Bid). Final Bid was from the last crop sired by Star
Kingdom; hence the name.
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Pre-Catalan walater sold to New Zealand to stand at stud, and form hgt éirop came the New
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Can it be that Alfred Ellison had launched another winning sire line?
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Sir Tristan, who found If Ellison to be a staunch friend and sound advisor over the years, told me
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across to the table and introduced me to Mr Ellison.
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and cap), made famous by Bernborough.
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Moore, to Todman and the resultant foal, Beau Vento, gave me firsessas an owner and
breeder.
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also Companello who won the James Barnes Plate and was ruprierAnalie in the AJC
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He, like Alfred Ellison, enjoyed immediate success in his choice of racing for relaxation form the
stress of big business.
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Then came the night | will never forget. We had just finished a wonderful meal, had settled back for
afew relaxing drinkswhen lgai 6 NP OKSR (GKS &adzowaSOoié¢d
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Believe me, the price he asked was far less than | anticipated
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had told me that Antico would make a success of breeding.
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Alf.

I know that he walked off the property content that the stud he had founded would remain in good
hands.
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liked, or should have; and old journalist gets lazy when he no longer has the need for news.

But it was mainly Alf Ellison That I turned to when | needed some thoroughftficrdhiation. He was
the one man | could always rely on for accuracy.

A couple of years back | telephoned Alf, the first time for far too long (as | now know by hindsight),
and, as usual, | wanted to know something.

| almost dropped the phone when Alfgre&e YS A GK GKS | gFdzA 62NRaAX a. €



It was typical that he said it in such a matt#rfact way. He was not looking for sympathy; just
putting the record straight, a he would say.

As usual, Alf Ellison was correct. He passed away orl2i€87, six months short of his'85
birthday.

G! A22R AYyYyAy3Aaé @&2dz YAIKG alred L 6S3 G2 RATTFSNX
never get out. They have too much to give the world.
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The AJC Committee programmed the inaugural A. O. Ellison Handicap at Randwick during the 1990

Spring Carnival. It was a restricteldss event. The name is worthy of a Stakes Contest. Racing

history is studded with thd2 dzZ3 K6 NB R OKIl YLIA 2y a GKIFIG OFYS 2FF GKS
G. | N} Ydzft ¢ aiddzRo

Citius, possibly the best performed of all Star Kingdom'’s fillies, was at her
sparkling best in the Autumn of 1966 when she won a string of major races and
twice ran record times.
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Postscript (WPH)
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closest (male) associates such as Murray Bain. You be thggud
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Reg Moses was the other 1/3 owner of Star Kingdom
Postscript

Stanley Wootton said of AC&E:9 f f Aa2y A& | LISNFSOlUAzyAalid IS R2S:
problem comes up he goes on aduntil he gets to the bottom of itaBamul was and is run by
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