
WŀƳŜǎ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊ Ψ.ƛƳΩ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ 

LΩƳ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ greatest influence and bequeathed the most enduring legacy on 

the thoroughbred industry ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ IǳƴǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ όǎƻ ŦŀǊύ рр ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΚ LǘΩǎ 

a tough one but forced to make a decision I would plump for my late good friend James Webster 

Ψ.ƛƳΩ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΤ ŜǊǎǘǿƘƛƭŜ {ǘǳŘ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƛŘŘŜƴ {ǘǳŘΦ Both George Ryder and John Messara could 

Ƴƻǳƴǘ ŀ ŎƭŀƛƳΤ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΗ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

ƻŦ Ψ¢ƻŘƳŀƴΩΣ Ψ±ŀƛƴΩΣ Ψ[ǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜΩΣ ŀƴŘ .ƭŜǘŎƘƛƴƎƭȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ΨaŀǊǎŎŀȅΩ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ these were Australian Champion Thoroughbred 

Stallions. 

 

 

.ƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ό/ŜƴǘǊŜύ ǿŀǎ ΨDǊƻƻƳǎƳŀƴΩ ŀǘ my/our wedding on 26th !ǇǊƛƭ мфтр Ϫ Ψ¢ƛƴŀƎǊƻƻΩ 

David Bath όōŀŎƪύ ϧ {ǳŜ .ŀǘƘ ƻŦ Ψ.ƘƛƳŀΩ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ 

The story of Widden Stud, the Widden Valley and the Thompson family is genuinely legendary; even 

ƻƴ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊǎ !ƴǘƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ YŀǘŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ΨƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƎŜΩ ŀƴŘ 

produced an immaculate historic profile online. See: https:// widden.com/the-stud/history/  Antony 

ƛǎ .ƛƳΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻƴΦ 

https://widden.com/the-stud/history/


 

 



 

 

 

 

John Thompson had arrived in the colony from Yorkshire in 1832, dreaming of being a wool king. But 

the dingoes slaughtered his merinos and so his sons concentrated on Shorthorn cattle and saddle 

horses well before they bought the present Widden property in 1867. There are cattle on the 

property to this day but it was horses that would make it famous. When the forerunner of the 

Australian Stud Book started in 1878, the Thompsons registered threŜ ΨōƭƻƻŘΩ ƳŀǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ ǎƻƻƴ 

adding more. 

Those foundation mares began great thoroughbred families ς ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘǳŘǎΦ 

Now Widden is celebrating 150 years in the same family. It is one of few horse studs anywhere in the 

world that has alwaȅǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦŀǊƳΦ Lƴ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

jockeys that tend to be honoured, but when the Australian Racing Hall of Fame made its inaugural 

inductions in 2001, the Thompson family was chosen along with Phar Lap and Bart Cummings. 

!ŎŎƻƭŀŘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ 



 

 

 

 

 



Valley of the Horse 

 

 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ-grandfather, then Prince of Wales, set up the royal stud at 

Sandringham in 1886, Widden ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅΣ ¢ǳǊŦ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ .ŀǊǊƛŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎΦ Ψ5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ƳƻǊŜ 

ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΩ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΦ Ψ!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴg 

ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘōǊŜŘΦΩ Lǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōȅ 

sail, so far-sighted settlers imported the best they could afford ς or bred from those that did. No one 

was more far-sighted than the Thompsons, who settled around the Widden Valley in the Upper 

Hunter. 


