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a tough one but forced to make a decision | would plump for my late good friend James Webster
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The story of Widden Stud, the Widden Valley arg Tihompson family is genuinely legendary; even
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produced an immaculathistoricprofile online. Seehttps://widden.com/thestud/history/ Antony
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https://widden.com/the-stud/history/

PLATE 2. PIONEER STUDMASTERS. Above left: John Thompson (1796-1873).
brought the family to Australia. Above right: William Barber Thompson (1821-1899),
pioneer of Nullo Mountain and Widden Valley. Below left: James Thompson (1851-
1911), a most successful thoroughbred breeder. Below right: His son, Herbert Stanley
Thompson (1879-1955), bred more winners than any member of this famous family.




John Thompson had arrived in the colony from Yorkshire in 1832, dreaming of being a wool king. But

the dingoes slaughtered his merinos and so his sons concentrated on Shorthorn cattle died sad

horses well before they bought the present Widden property in 1867. There are cattle on the

property to this day but it was horses that would make it famous. When the forerunner of the

Australian Stud Book started in 1878, the Thompsons registere§thrd?6 f 22 RQ YI NBa& Ay A
adding more.

Those foundation mares began great thoroughbred famdiesy R 2y S 2F (GKS 62NI RQ&
Now Widden is celebrating 150 years in the same family. It is one of few horse studs anywhere in the
worldthathasalwa & & dzNIWA @SR a2t Ste +Fa || g2NJAy3 FINYe Ly
jockeys that tend to be honoured, but when the Australian Racing Hall of Fame made its inaugural
inductions in 2001, the Thompson family was chosen along with Phar Lap ar@uBartings.
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PLATE 16. Above: An outstanding horseman, Mr. “Bim™ Thompson was in the 1964
Equestrian Federation of Australia Olympic Training Squad. Below: Messrs. F. W. and
“Bim” Thompson inspect a Champion Widden exhibit at the R.A.S. Sydney Cattle Show.




Valley of he Horse

.8 UKS (AYS grasdfathaiziényPinge oBWEERS, set up the royal stud at
Sandringham in 1886, Widdéhl R 6 SSy 3A2Ay3 ySINI & wn &@SINED ¢2
KAaU2NRFY 52dz3fFa . FNNRS LldzofAaKSR Il ffSe 2F /[ KI
GKFYy Fye 20KSN) O2dzy iNE 2y SINIKX ySSRSB 322R K2\
IANRPdzy R F2NJ 6KS 9y3fAaK GK2NRAdZAKONBR®Q LG Ozad A
sail, so faisighted settlers imported the best they could affaydr bred from those that did. No one

was more farsighted than the Thompsons, who setllaround the Widden Valley in the Upper

Hunter.



